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"Tempus Fugi t " 

STYLE INVITATIONAL SHUTS DOVVN 
IT'S THE END OF THE WORLD AS WE KNOW IT .. AND I FEEL FINE 

It's been just over five years since the Style Invitational contest closed its doors for the last time. This 
month we' re taking a look back at the original Depravda headline of the time and what happened in the wake 
of that monumental event. What became of the people who once reigned atop the list of Losers and what 
happened to the institutionfonnerly known as the Washington Post. 

The Washington Post - It was a cold day in hell when the WashingtOn Post announced that the Style 
Invitational would be put on a "hiatus" while the Czar was temporarily reassigned to some mysterious project. 
Although the paper promised the contest would return in January of the following year they never made good 
on that promise. A year later when the Post was lost in a hostile takeover by Rupert Murdock a high ranking 
managing editor at the Post (who wished to remain anonymous) would be heard to say that cancelling the 
contest was the largest single business mistake they had ever made. Now printing in tabloid fonnat, The New 
Wash Post frequently features front page photos of congressmen taking swings at staff photographers. 

Chuck Smith - Chuck reigned forever as the Biggest Loser of all TlIIle, a title which ironically prevented 
him from further advancement in his cushy government job. His acting career ahnost took off however when 
the WB series Buffy the Vampire Slayer doubled the demand fo~ extras as corpses. Chuck rose to fame playing 
such parts as the dead middle-aged man but was ultimately typecast in the role and found it difficult to branch 
out. 

Jennifer Hart - Immediately after the Contest was put on hiatus Jennifer moved to the French Riviera 
where six months later she delivered the Czar's love child. Jennifer and Little Nicky have since been on the 
lam for reasons unknown and are widely believed to have set up residence in either Italy or possibly the Ivory 
Coast. 

Tom Witte - With the end of the contest Tom dropped completely out of sight All attempts to locate him 
proved fruitless and no records of his ever having existed could later be found. 

Elden Carnahan - Having become a successful trial lawyer Elden was the first person to successfully sue 
the tobacco industry for failing to convince him to smoke and thus being denied legitimate gains in the Great 
Tobacco Ban of '02. Having been awarded $5.3 billion in punitive damages Elden spent the winnings to clone 
two of his favorite trees from wood chips recovered when the trees were destroyed by Hurricane Floyd in 
1999. 

Russ Beland - For the last five years Russ has been sending in daily protests to the New Wash Post Style 
Section explaining how his entries were funnier than those printed and how the contests themselves were 
flawed. His demands for T-shirts continue to go unanswered which somehow does not deter his campaign. 
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David Genser - Joined the Gore campaign in 2004 to give candidate Al that touch of humor that he so 
lacked and which was blamed for his humiliating defeat to Patrick Buchanan in 2000. Sadly most of the 
population didn't get the jokes and Al was soundly defeated yet again. 

Stephen Dudzik - Was eventually arrested and convicted for marrying a twelve year old. He swears that 
they will be back together when he is up for parole~ 2012. 

Jonatha.n Paul - Eventually rose to fame due to the 6th District's annual Jonathan Paul Day. Rising fame 
brings with it danger though, and Jonathan barely survived seventeen different assassination attempts. As the 
district representative had seventeen fewer assassination attempts against him during the same period he made 
Jonathan Paul day a permanent fixture. 

Joseph Romm - Despondent over the dismal sales from his renewable energy books, Joe finally got some 
recognition when he published his novel Go Ahead, Burn the Planet See UT Care' His sequel to that work 
Methane • The Tlltimate Renewable Energy Source - They' re not iust for lighting a,omzore is due out on 
bookshelves in November. 

Jean Sorenson - Gained some fame with the syndication of her comic strips, but increased it thirty-fold 
when she appeared in Playboys Women Who Draw Comic Strips issue. 

Dave 'Zarrow - Having sold his office supply store, Dave was later elected governor of West Vrrginia. 
Sandra Hull - Finally started taking her ministerial duties seriously and started a weekly religious program 

entitled Whips and Cha.ins for Salvation on PBS. 
John Kammer - Disappeared from the public eye and is widely believed to be a homeless wanderer 

occasionally seen sleeping on grates downtown. He's the one raving something about "I used to be famous. 
FAMOUS I TELL YOU!" 

Sarah Gaymon - Died in a hideous accident while loading a pumpkin into a particle accelerator. The 
pumpkin was believed to be traveling at 3/4 the speed of light when it left the barrel (a position Ms. Gaymon 
had neglected to vacate). She was posthumously awarded the Guiness record for longest pumpkin-human 
hybrid flight. .,.----: 

Paul Kondis - Continues tG write weekly Rotisserie reports apparently oblivious to the fact that the c~ 
no longer exists and that there is no longer a rotisserie league. Disregarding concerns of a racist poffrayal, Paul 
has continued in his role of Jar-Jar Binks in each of the Star Wars sequels. 

Jessica Mathews - Founded a new weekly humor column that has something to do with funny numerical 
equations. As far as we can tell, absolutely no one understands it. 

Ken Krattenmaker - Remains in seclusion 
Greg Arnold - Writes toilet evaluation reports for the EPA. 
Neils Hoven - Discovered mind expanding drugs at college and has since moved to Jamaica. 
Dave Ferry - The only member of the Dueling Loser Band to continue with his musical career. He now 

opens for such heavy metal bands as Salted Innards and Twitching Afterbirth. 
Mike Hammer - Finally won the Kentucky Derby when he accidentally fell in front of the starting 

mechanism just as they let the horses go. 
Jan VerrEy - Worked on the Al Gore campaign and was rumored to be involved with the candidate in a 

compromising manner. When the independent counsel confiscated her clothing however, analysis showed that 
patches of the material had been washed, bleached, sandblasted, cut out, incinerated, and chemically altered. 

This concludes the frrst installment of Where are they Now?. Tune in again next month as we track down 
the remainder of the former Losers and preview Joe Romm 's new book . 

.A. Le~:r From. The Ed.i:~:r 
With this issue I conclude my third year as managing publisher/editor of Depravda. As is consistent with the 
terms of my sentence I am hereby set free of all further responsibility for Depravda and its subsidiary arms. It 
has been an interesting three years and I appreciate the readership's support during that time. I'd like to espe
cially thank Dave Zarrow and Jan VerrEy for their help in getting these mailed each month, Steve Dudzik and 
Jennifer Han who've provided photographs on a regular basis, Paul Kondis for the best writing that appeared 
in here these last three years, Elden for the stats, Peyton for his artwork, and everyone who's ever submitted 
so much as an entry to one of the silly cap!ion contests. ,,,y ~ . 

Smcerely, (IA/nt, 9, f' 
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P qUJ KonJis Presents: 

Loser Rotisserie League 1999 
Shortly after the All-Star break, the Loser Rotisserie 
League and Renaissance Festival pennant races have 
wasted no time all in shaping up, due to bathing suit 
season. Four teams were currently neck-and-neck for the 
Czar's Trophy, given to the team with the best regular 
season record, and then taken right back again. To make 
matters even more interesting, four teams were tail-and
tail for the Tsar's Trophy, awarded each year to the team in 
last place at the end of the regular season, and then 
unawarded shortly afterwards in a brief but moving 
ceremony that takes place in the alleyway out back. 
Strangely enough, these two races involved the same four 
teams. And lately, we have been harboring doubts that the 
teams involved are not even members of the League, as 
none of them are called the Losers. 

In an effort to confirm our suspicions, increase our 
chances of winning a Pulitzer Prize, and fill out the rest of 
the column, we did some undercover investigative 
reporting. Impersonating a League owner (who we had 
been reliably informed was not going to attend), we 
appeared at the League Barbecue armed with our trusty 
pen and a case of beer, intending to take notes on the blank 
places of the labels, as we somehow forgot our 
investigative notebook. The evening to a nasty tum when 
the owner we had disguisvd-otll'Selves as-showed up. 
Fortunately, when he (or she, we will not blow our cover) 
realized he (she) was already at the barbecue, he (she) was 
able to disguise himself (herself) as one of the other 
owners before anybody noticed. 

And so the evening progressed, with all of the owners 
eventually disguised as other owners, one of them as us 
(turns out we are an owner- who knew?). Only the League 
historian appeared puzzled by events, as he seemed to 
have expected this to be some sort of a preparation course 
for the bar exam. Reviewing our empties the next day, we 
discovered that "Loser Lager" was "brewed" and "bottled" 
in "Charlottesville". 

Acting on a hot tip, we showed up at Laurel Racetrack the 
next day, and placed a "sawbuck" on "number 2" in the 
"third". Unfortunately, the weight of this ungainly device 
seemed to unbalance the poor nag, as it tipped over in the 
starting gate. We noticed that several of the folks that were 
at the barbecue the previous evening weren't at the 
racetrack. This occurred to us as suspicious, so, on a 
hunch, we bet iL And, of course, we lost, but, given the 
owners discount ( this Loser Rotisserie League and 
Roadside Crab Truck really has some clout!), it wasn't so 
bad. And we got a Pulitzer out of it, too, but they took it 
back the minute they found out we had it. 
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Mr. Wizard 
Yesterday, scientists announced their findings that there 
has never been any such thing as a "Brontosaurus". They 
said they were sorry, they knew how attached some people 
had gotten to giant, lumbering, ex-dinosaur, but, they 
went on in a patronizing tone, they HAD announced this 
several years ago. The scientists, speaking in harmony 
with an occasional arpeggio, added that "weren't we 
paying attention". and concluded "how many times are we 
going to have to tell you this." They closed the 
performance with "Sweet Galo' Mine". 

The reason for the discontinuation of the Brontosaurus, 
once considered the cuddliest dinosaur, was due mainly to 
marketing. Targeting a different demographic, it has been 
redesigned to be more aerodynamic and sporty, with a 
racing stripe and dual carbs - one in the head and one in 
the tail. Renamed as a Patosaurus (as they had not decided 
what gender, if any, it would be), they believe the new 
model will attract more customers and generate more 
advertising revenue than the frumpy old model. Next 
under consideration is the Stegosaurus, which many 
believe would sell better as a voracious meat eater. 

Hi Ate Us 
Depravda Staff Decimated in Comics Calamity 

Every so often, an event happens that is news. It has never 
happened before. Nobody thought anything like it would hap
pen. It never even occurred to anyone that something like it 
COULD happen. This is not one of those things. In a scene 
reminiscent of the Donner Dinn ... er, Donner Party, the Hi and 
Lois comic strip family were rescued by Lois' brother, Beetle 
Bailey, after they accidentally locked themselves out of the 
house last Thursday night, but it was unfortunately too late for 
their evening dinner guests. "It was late afternoon, the kids 
hadn't eaten since lunch, and the twins were getting peckish," 
Hi explained. "Fortunately, I had a pack of matches, the grill 
was out back, and Chip hadn't put the axe away." 

Authorities have decided not to press charges, as all the details 
have already been ironed out The guest, identified as the edi
tor (and only known employee) of Depravda. whoever that 
may have been. was not available for comment. He was 
described as "tasty, in a gruff but lovable kind of way." There 
were leftovers. 

1999 Rotisserie Kommisar Anointed 
I hereby declare myself to be the self-appointed 
Rotisserie League Czar for the 1999 Style season. I 
have now done my part for humanity. I will resign 
effective 6 January 1900, er, 2000. 

Ebdudzik 
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LOSERFEST 99 (on) - A Journey into History 
By Stephen Dudzik 

WSERFEST 99 (tm), possibly the first and last 
trademarked Loserfest, was a joint production of the 
team of Brian Broadus and Peyton "Limerick Joe' 
Coyner. The festivities took place in Charlottesville 
VA on the weekend of July 10-11, 1999. The drive 
down was fairly long for most Losers, averaging 
three hours. Strangely, Charlottesville resident and 
trip organizer Brian Broadus was not fazed by the 
travel time. The scenic byways of rural Vrrginny 
intoxicated Losers as they dodged speed traps and 
them dern revenuers to get to the first Loserfest activ
ity, tubing on the James River. 

The Losers collected at tubing HQ like pond scum at 
a WSSC water intake pipe filter. They ate, drank and 
oiled themselves with SPF 101 sunblock while wait
ing for the Smiths to arrive. Soon the transport bus 
arrived for the trip to the drop-in point. We boarded 
and began to sign legal waivers and sing highlights 
from Deliverance. At last the tubes and buoyant bev
erage carts hit the river and off we went. The water 
was low due to the drought and several fannies were 
seen scraping the rocks. Most tubes seemed to con
gregate around the beer tube which was expertly 
guided by one PeytOn Coyner. The trip was unevent
ful except for a drowning or two and the massive dis
play of damselfly carnal lust. Any exposed surface 
was used as a copulation staging area. Several Losers 
commented that this was the closest they had even 
come to getting any action. A brief rain shower did 
nothing to stop the inexorable flow down to the take
out point. Soggy and sunburned bodies then made 
their way to cars for the trip to the Omni Hotel in 
Charlottesville. Loserfest would continue at the 7:30 
pm feeding at Eastern Standard restaurant. 

Fashionably dressed and coifed Losers took their 
places at the tables and awaited the feed bag. Baskets 
of bread were devoured and adult beverages con
sumed as the dinners were prepared. Lively chatter 
and the flash of gun muzzles, no, cameras, went off 
as the shenanigans were captured on film. The Duel
ing Loser band, nature's own digestive aid, capped 
off the evening with a free performance. The Lady 
Loserettes provided much needed musical accompa
niment and blew the lid off the joint. Loserfest 99 
medallion mementos were handed out to all. The 
evening was only slightly marred by a problem with 

Depravda, Aug-Sept 1999 

the check. Brian Broadus and family were forced to 
wash dishes until 11pm to help cover the $165.00 
deficit While the group's old fogies doddered off to 
their hotel rooms the more active and energetic Los
ers walked the walk and talked the talk along the 
pedestrian mall. Style bumper stickers were seen 
plastered onto several storefronts the following 
morning. Breakfast was scheduled for 9am at the res
taurant of an alleged Style devotee. Many offerings 
were gathered to present to this "gentleman" but he 
was a no-show as was the meal for one couple. This 
reporter waited and waited only to be told that "they 
tore up the ticket by mistake" and would have to wait 
just a wee bit more. The rest of the Losers had long 
since departed for the 11am rendezvous at Monti
cello. Breakfast finally arrived with apologies and a 
rebate of all food costs. 

[Someone else will have to write a report on Monti
cello from a group perspective since we were so 
damn late] Lequan and I arrived at Monticello more 
than just fashionably late and decided to walk up to 
the big house via a well marked trail. We passed the 
graveyard and garden before locating the ticket lady. 
As there was an hour plus wait for the house tour we 
toured the grounds an ~.,"'arched for others of our 
kind. Maja and family were spotted and we bonded. 
Organizer Brian Broadus tracked us down and deliv
ered a report on losers he ran into. Lunch consisted of 
ripe, sweet and juicy peaches plundered from the Jef
ferson orchard. We just thought of the peaches as sla
very reparations and interest on the $9 .00 admission. 
We were sorely tempted to strip the entire tree but 
feared the ghosts of Monticello and the guards. It was 
a beautiful day to take in the grounds and architecture 
and be inspired by the eloquence of TJ as we came to 
call him. Who knew this Muse would try to pull the 
plug on our beloved contest? A loser can only take in 
so much culmre before he begins to unravel so we bid 
adieu to Tom and Brian and Charlottesville to return 
to the wild splendor of Silver Spring :MD. I can only 
hope this trip had the same effect on other F2 contes
tants. Huzzahs and hurrahs to Brian and Peyton for a 
great time. 

[note to editor, insert photos and additional material 
as necessary] 
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..J5~~ QUASI-FINAL ALL-TIME TOP 100 

~ '11. J"LJJ~ #: Your lifetime rank, by total appearances; AW A is tie-breaker 
(',J-J I t ~· LID: Your Loser ID; indicares order in which Losers debuted 
: I n ,v D Wk: Week you debuted 
, \' /µ To Ap: Total Appearances (points) 

A WA: Average While Appearing-average appearances per Week from Debut through most recent appearance 
LS: Last Seen--Week of most recent appearance 

Yearly Appearances: yearly point totals 

(Issues? Points don't add up? Contact heyloser@bite.me) 

D To Yearlv Am>earances D To AW Yearly Auoearances 
# LID Name Wk Ap AWA LS 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 # LID Name Wk Ap A LS 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
l 83 Chuck Smith 6 421 1.291 332 88 85 69 54 51 56 18 51 2022 Ralph Scott 277 26 .542 324 23 3 
2 152 Jennifer Han 11 344 1.075 331 4 16 47 81 70 89 37 52 301 Jacob Weinstein 24 26 .106 269 1 5 4 10 6 
3 110 Tom Witte 7 338 1.053 328 13 28 47 69 80 76 25 53 1339 Bob Sorensen 145 25 .137 327 1 16 1 1 6 
4 273 Elden Carnahan 22 290 .935 332 19 71 52 42 43 50 13 54 496 Paul Alter 41 25 .115 259 3 14 8 
5 777 Russell Beland 73 268 1.039 330 17 56 58 65 40 32 55 1772 Jose Cortina 225 24 .511 271 14 10 
6 1400 David Genser 157 251 1.426 332 56 96 73 26 56 1481 David Kleinbard 169 24 .159 319 2 11 9 2 
7 98 Steohen Dudzik 7 209 .653 327 14 15 23 53 40 46 18 57 551 David Smith 48 24 .090 315 2 10 7 3 2 
8 1297 Jonathan Paul 136 196 1.021 327 13 50 63 60 10 58 148 Cindi Caron 11 23 .160 155 10 7 6 
9 655 Joseph Romm 58 187 .688 330 44 53 28 29 22 11 59 1563 Phil Frankenfeld 188 22 .167 319 3 9 8 2 

10 788 Jean Sorensen 75 157 .636 321 12 22 34 35 50 4 60 35 Stuart Segal 4 22 .146 155 15 6 1 
11 367 DaveZarrow 30 137 .466 324 2 6 23 24 20 46 16 61 1377 Ned Bent 153 22 .141 308 l 8 7 6 
12 1431 Sandra Hull 161 136 .805 329 30 36 54 16 62 548 Fred Dawson 47 22 .090 291 1 4 10 4 2 1 
13 752 John Kammer 71 135 .529 325 11 26 30 23 43 2 63 2021 J. Schon 277 21 .677 307 21 
14 1055 Art Grinath 106 116 .511 332 16 32 32 26 10 64 215 Chris Rooney 16 21 .110 207 10 9 2 
15 536 Sarah Gavrnon 46 103 .365 328 3 22 27 25 18 6 2 65 651 Earl Gilbert 57 21 .084 307 10 1 8 2 
16 1673 Barrv Blvveis 202 94 .746 327 2 38 51 3 66 235 Paul Sabourin 17 20 .145 155 13 3 4 
17 1684 Brian Broadus 204 83 .664 328 1 5 65 12 67 783 J. Martin 74 20 .108 259 4 3 5 8 
18 175 Kevin Cuddihy 13 76 .242 327 3 11 18 18 11 13 2 68 1037 Steve Fahey 104 20 .089 327 1 1 8 4 6 
19 184 .M.e11 Sullivan 14 -~~ .'>'l".I -:i·,· 1 A A 13 ._..3 ! 30 9 69 183 Kittv Thuermer 14 20 .072 291 5 2 9 2 1 1 
20 417 Sue Lin Chong 35 69 .240 322 3 9 15 9 13 16 4 70 24 Bob Zane 3 19 .388 52 19 
21 204 Paul Kondis 14 68 .248 288 13 19 11 16 6 3 71 1707 Paul Laporte 209 17 .189 298 13 4 
22 233 Paul Styrene 17 68 .217 331 6 15 17 12 5 9 4 1708 Lee Maver 209 17 .189 298 13 4 
23 85 Robin Grove 6 64 .211 309 13 13 11 6 10 11 73 1515 Philip Vitale 178 17 .138 300 7 3 7 
24 1340 Susan Reese 145 63 .341 329 3 20 17 13 10 74 1130 Phil Plait 116 16 .174 207 13 3 
25 781 Jessica Mathews 74 58 .234 321 7 9 24 10 6 2 75 84 Kathy Weisse 6 16 .107 155 10 3 3 
26 1240 TommvLitz 125 56 .415 259 31 18 7 76 675 Jon Smith 60 16 .080 259 10 3 2 1 
27 841 Ken Krattenmaker 80 55 .284 273 32 17 3 3 77 1713 Howard Walderman 212 15 .127 329 3 5 7 
28 878 Jerrv Pannullo 84 52 .211 329 7 13 12 9 10 1 78 1178 Roy Ashley 120 15 .077 315 2 2 8 2 1 
29 760 Greg Arnold 72 49 .193 325 6 13 4 10 14 2 79 20 Nick Diennan 2 15 .057 263 7 2 2 1 1 2 
30 139 Kevin Mellema 10 49 .154 328 9 16 11 3 2 7 1 80 63 Jacki Drucker 5 14 .093 155 8 3 3 
31 1701 Niels Hoven 208 47 .435 315 19 27 1 81 520 Don Maclean 44 14 .086 207 5 5 2 2 
32 1742 Michael Genz 219 41 .387 324 16 22 3 82 190 Douclas Olson 14 14 .048 303 8 4 2 
33 287 MilceThrin.e; 23 39 .212 207 17 14 6 2 83 1474 Dave Curtis 168 13 .141 259 11 2 
34 243 Dave Ferry 18 39 .131 316 3 1 2 11 15 6 1 84 1388 Charlie Mvers 155 13 .089 300 1 2 s 5 
35 1712 Bob Dalton 211 38 .325 327 25 7 6 85 1487 Dudley Thornnson 171 13 .083 326 ' 3 2 7 1 
36 1065 PaulKocak 108 36 .162 329 6 6 10 12 2 86 1861 Kelli Miditlev-Bi1111" 244 12 .169 314 5 6 1 
37 241 Linda Malcolm 18 35 .185 207 17 11 6 1 87 1587 Maia Keech 192 12 .096 316 : 5 3 3 l 
38 65 Michael Hammer 5 34 .108 320 5 3 7 2 11 4 2 88 191 Harry Richardson 14 12 .085 -155 8 1 3 
39 1399 Bill Strider 156 33 .194 325 5 6 19 3 89 209 Jan Verrey 15 12 .049 259 4 2 2 2 2 
40 1070 Mike Conna2han 108 33 .179 291 14 7 11 1 90 28 Jim Reagan 3 11 .043 259 7 2 1 1 
41 676 J. Calvin Smith 60 31 .326 155 21 10 91 172 Forrest Miller 13 11 .036 319 9 1 1 
42 174 Marv Lee Fox Roe 13 31 .100 323 6 2 6 11 2 4 92 1584 CindvCurrv 192 10 .625 207 10 
43 222 StevenKin.e; 16 30 .109 290 12 8 2 3 5 1583 FrankCurrv 192 10 .625 207 10 
44 327 Pevton Covner 26 30 .101 323 8 9 4 3 3 2 1 94 1546 Michael Baird 183 10 .130 259 8 2 
45 1576 T.J.Murnhv 191 28 .206 326 1 4 18 5 95 573 Preston Williams 51 9 .173 103 2 7 
46 1066 Joel Knanishu 108 28 .142 304 12 7 5 4 96 1938 Richard Leiby 263 9 .141 326 . 8 l 
47 226 TomGeany 16 27 . 574 63 23 4 97 457 Marv Olson 38 9 .138 103 6 3 
48 1301 Charlie Steinhice 136 27 .158 306 3 9 12 3 98 1161 Moe Hammond 119 9 .101 207 4 5 
49 321 Garv Patishnock 26 27 .116 259 9 1 12 3 2 99 351 Kurt Rabin 29 9 .071 155 5 2 2 
50 203 Philip Delduke 14 27 .099 288 2 5 3 4 8 5 100 99 Geoff Drucker 7 9 .061 155 5 3 1 
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QUASI-FINAL YEAR 7 STANDINGS 
All Losers Appearing, Weeks 312-333 
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