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Diversions

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
People will notice you more than 
usual. Later in the day, after that 
Moon changes signs, a heart-to-
heart conversation with a friend or 
an acquaintance might be 
meaningful to you. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
This morning, short trips and a 
chance to do something different 
or explore new turf will appeal to 
you. Later in the day you are high-
viz. They might even be aware of 
personal details about your private 
life. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
This morning you might focus on 
banking and financial matters 
connected with shared property. 
But later in the day you will enjoy 
travel. Go someplace you’ve never 
been, because this will delight you. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
Go gently this morning and 
cooperate with others. Set aside 

B Y  G E O R G I A  N I C O L S

Happy Birthday | Dec. 11: You are independent; however, you are also very warm and caring about others. In fact, 
at times you are protective. This is a quieter year. Focus on your most personal relationships. Concentrate on your 
needs and what makes you happy. Accept help from others.

Moon Alert: Avoid shopping or 
making important decisions from 
1:30 to 3:30 p.m. After that, the 
Moon moves from Cancer into Leo.

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
This is a lovely day. Enjoy 
cocooning at home; enjoy 
entertaining as well. After the Moon 
Alert, make plans to socialize and 
enjoy sports events, fun times with 
kids, romantic outings and social 
outings. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
This is a feel-good day. In the 
morning, you might be busy with 
errands or involved with friends 
and groups. If so, this will be 
enjoyable. However, as the day 
wears on, you might be happy to 
hide at home and relax. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
Cash flow and shopping are on 
your mind. Therefore, avoid 
shopping during the Moon Alert. 
Afterward, expect short trips, visits 
and a busy pace.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
Today begins with the Moon in your 
sign dancing with Jupiter, which 
gives you feelings of well-being and 
joy. You will feel warm, friendly and 
concerned about the welfare of 
someone. After the Moon Alert, 
your mind turns to shopping, 
earnings and cash flow. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
This is a feel-good day. Because 
this morning is gentle and quieter, 
relax with a second cup of coffee. 
However, after 3:30 p.m. the Moon 
enters your sign, bringing you extra 
good luck! It will heighten your 
emotions and your response to 
others. It’s a great time to socialize! 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
This morning you will feel sociable. 
You might even entertain at home. 
Later in the day, you might want to 
hide or enjoy your own privacy or 
work behind the scenes. You need 
a timeout. 

Horoscope

some time later this afternoon to 
check bills and financial papers 
so you know what’s happening. 
When it comes to your money 
and personal wealth, stay on top 
of things. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
This morning you might be busy 
taking care of others or serving 
someone else’s needs. Later in 
the day, time spent with a friend 
or partner will be significant. 
Guard against knee-jerk 
reactions this afternoon. Stay 
cool. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
This day begins in a playful, fun-
loving way! Enjoy the               company of 
children and romantic partners. 
Do something that makes you 
feel happy. Later in the day, you 
will have to satisfy your to-do list. 

“HESITATIONS” 
JILL RAFALOFF 
& MICHELLE 
SONTARP

ACROSS
 1 Secured, in a 

way
 6 Quick inhalation
 10 Stitched loosely
 16 Morsel
 19 Short digression
 20 Layered snack
 21 Slide subject
 22 Written tribute
 23 Sail (through)
 24 Connections
 25 Milwaukee 

slugger who 
keeps striking 
out?

 27 Put an album up 
for auction?

 30 Actor Neeson
 31 Vuitton of 

fashion
 32 Start of the 

Common Era
 34 Senses
 35 Fuel additive 

brand
 38 Bus. letters
 39 “¿Qué pasa?”
 41 Reception 

problem
 43 Manage, as an 

art exhibit
 45 Home of BTS
 47 Put back
 51 Sitting upon
 52 Animal hospital 

amenity?
 56 Relocated
 58 Venomous 

snake
 59 Iridescent gem
 60 Super Bowl XLIV 

MVP Drew
 61 Part of GDP
 63 Cardiff’s country
 65 Scuffle
 66 Robbery 

involving a 
diamond?

 70 “Cat’s in the 
Cradle” singer

 74 See 13-Down
 75 Guts
 80 Prefix meaning 

“sun”
 81 Michael who 

plays Luis in 
the “Ant-Man” 
movies

 82 Geological span
 84 Supply with gear
 85 C-suite member 

who shreds on 
the half-pipe?

 90 Tropical tangelo
 91 Accumulates, as 

debt
 92 Trojan War epic
 93 Functional
 95 Maine-based 

retailer since 
1912

 98 “The Marvelous 
__ Maisel”

 99 Bioengineered 
food source, 
briefly

 100 Fashion 
monogram

 101 First name of 
boy detective 
Encyclopedia 
Brown

 104 Night noise
 106 Garlicky mayo
 108 Apple variety
 109 Rooster?
 115 Selfie taken 

by a financial 
professional?

 119 Early spring 
flower

 120 Fast Amtrak train
 121 Oil field sight
 122 Scandinavia 

locale
 123 Motorcade 

vehicle
 124 Gorge
 125 Draft selection?
 126 Gawks
 127 What “T” stands 

for, in video 
game ratings

 128 Sorts

DOWN
 1 Snack from a 

truck
 2 Beginning with
 3 “La Vie en Rose” 

singer Édith
 4 Short-lived Ford 

model
 5 Largest city 

on the border 
between the 
U.S. and 
Canada

 6 Like 
“Dracula” and 
“Frankenstein”

 7 Many an April 
birth

 8 Oracle
 9 Model
 10 BLT part
 11 Collection of 

love poems by 
Ovid

 12 Were bought for
 13 With 74-Across, 

2021 and 2022 
Emmy winner 
for Outstanding 
Comedy Series

 14 Wane
 15 __ es Salaam
 16 “Modern Love” 

singer David
 17 Utopian
 18 School sessions
 26 Certain college 

members
 28 Pitched well?
 29 Managed 

somehow
 33 Hannah of 

“Roxanne”
 34 Laurence who 

played Pops on 
“Black-ish”

 35 Scalawag
 36 Teach privately
 37 Home of 

Brigham Young 
University

 39 Caress, e.g.
 40 Banquet 

coffeepot
 42 QB targets
 44 Mimicked
 45 Metric wts.
 46 Twin of Artemis
 48 Sees red?
 49 Stagger
 50 Irish Gaelic
 53 Muffin grains

 54 Crude cartel
 55 Mars rover org.
 57 With skepticism
 62 Food drive 

donation, often
 63 Sashimi 

condiment
 64 Singer Green 

and politician 
Gore

 65 Decimal base
 67 Mtn. stat
 68 Downfall
 69 Christmas 

candle scent
 70 “Moonstruck” 

Oscar winner
 71 Half dodeca-
 72 Smart __
 73 Burglar
 76 Water color
 77 Sport with an 

oval ball
 78 Some pickles
 79 Sales pitch
 81 Singing voice, 

informally
 82 Historical spans
 83 Not even
 86 Sudsy spot
 87 Early 

Mesoamerican

 88 Ventilate
 89 “__ has it ... ”
 94 Typical 

open mic 
performance

 96 Last runner in a 
relay race

 97 Zero chance
 99 Martini with an 

onion
 101 Heavenly scales
 102 Inbox message
 103 Scope
 105 Custom-made 

things?
 106 “Spirited Away” 

genre
 107 Like a mosquito 

bite
 110 Bagpiper’s skirt
 111 Lake near the 

Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame

 112 Pile
 113 Otherwise
 114 Los Angeles 

team
 116 Some Caltech 

grads
 117 Boring routine
 118 Sp. address
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“WINE PAIRINGS” 
BY ED SESSA

ACROSS
 1 Asparagus 

piece
 6 For the ages
 10 Open pages in 

a browser
 14 Channel with 

Supreme Court 
coverage

 19 Childish 
comeback

 20 Biblical wedding 
location

 21 Writer’s block 
cure

 22 Troubling signs
 23 Very dangerous 

red?
 26 Vatican City 

masterpiece
 27 First novel in 

Cather’s “Great 
Plains” trilogy

 28 Coral formation
 29 How one must 

win in volleyball
 30 Violinist Leopold
 31 “Te __”: Rihanna 

song
 32 “Just watch 

me!”
 34 Email folder
 36 “Invisibilia” airer
 37 Wine on tap?
 40 Look at
 41 Actor 

Mendelsohn
 42 Datebook col.
 43 Painting, 

cinema, ballet, 
etc.

 45 Have
 49 Formal talk
 53 __ setter
 54 Steer clear of
 55 Kimono sash
 57 Proverb ending?
 58 Game that 

begins with the 
murder of Mr. 
Boddy

 59 Remains 
unsettled

 60 Sequel to 
Steinbeck’s 
“Grapes of 
Wrath”?

 64 Moo __ pork
 67 “Rule, Britannia” 

composer
 68 Outlaw
 69 Snacked on
 70 French assent
 71 Tavern quaffs
 72 Trough spot
 73 Hangover 

caused by 
wine?

 76 Like gymnasts
 77 Gobi locale
 79 A pop

 80 At the stern
 81 More rational
 82 Become frantic
 84 Stockpiled
 87 Delegates, as 

duties
 89 Endangered 

Himalayan 
mammal

 91 Rain-__ gum
 93 Coop resident
 94 Tax agcy.
 95 Wax eloquent 

about some 
wine?

 100 Sunblock letters
 103 Mineral 

hardness scale
 105 Forensic 

facilities
 106 Stretch the truth
 107 Actress Polo
 108 1965 march site
 110 Little brook
 111 __ section
 113 Skylit courtyards
 114 Wine that’s 

good for one’s 
bones?

 116 Nested 
supermarket 

rollers
 117 “Red Clocks” 

novelist Zumas
 118 Connection point
 119 Teeny pests
 120 Private 

rendezvous
 121 Dermatology 

concern
 122 Boxing ref’s 

decisions
 123 Wade noisily

DOWN
 1 South Pacific 

islander
 2 Keep from 

falling
 3 More ghoulish
 4 Mary of “The 

Maltese Falcon”
 5 Dappled horse
 6 Dermatology 

concern
 7 Create couples
 8 Cozy retreats
 9 Half-__: latte 

spec
 10 Unfortunate 

quality in a 
karaoke singer

 11 Arithmetic figure
 12 Meat-flavored 

broths
 13 Kid-lit girl with a 

blueberry pail
 14 __ and paste
 15 “In the Heights” 

actor Jimmy
 16 Wine that comes 

in tiny bottles?
 17 Lost and found, 

e.g.
 18 Govt. 

cybersecurity 
monitor

 24 Picks up
 25 With the bow, in 

music
 29 Ring event
 32 Footnote kin of 

op. cit.
 33 Couple in a boat
 35 Radio host John
 37 Acts
 38 Get in shape
 39 Case for Mulder 

and Scully
 41 Back of a hit 45 

record
 44 Tulsa sch.
 45 Family guys

 46 In plain view
 47 Tale about one 

Corleone’s love 
of fortified wine?

 48 L.A.’s region
 50 Some calorie 

counters
 51 Less common
 52 Historic Nevada 

city
 56 Rock group
 58 Forensic series 

starring Paula 
Newsome, 
familiarly

 61 Ben and Jerry
 62 Car top
 63 “__ my way!”
 65 Oscar winner 

Mirren
 66 Icon tappers
 68 “Hello, ewe!”
 71 Once more
 73 Hebrew prophet
 74 Federal org. with 

a flower logo
 75 Sauce 

dispenser
 76 Portfolio part
 78 Small drink
 82 Buttoned-up

 83 Ford’s first 
minivan

 84 Score after 
deuce, perhaps

 85 Hogwash
 86 Flows back, as 

the tide
 88 “You gotta be 

kidding!”
 90 Zip
 92 City near Disney 

World
 96 Sci-fi invaders
 97 “Heads or tails?”
 98 Equal to the task
 99 Nephews’ 

sisters
 100 Taken care of
 101 Jabbers
 102 Wind up
 104 Thin openings
 107 Hiking path
 109 Sloop pole
 111 “Order up!” 

shouter
 112 Goals
 113 Play a role
 114 Great Basin 

cap.
 115 Blast letters
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Osen, Week 1091, 2014) 
Signs of spring in 

Washington: In a lighthearted, 
festive mood, Metro riders read 
the Economist instead of 
Congressional Quarterly. (David 
Genser, Week 209, 1997)

Bad product endorsers: 
John Wayne Bobbitt for 

Microsoft. (Chuck Smith, Week 
52, 1994) 

Lorena Bobbitt for Johnson 
Wax. (Larry Yungk, Week 783, 
2008) 

Bad things to say in a job 
interview:  Applicant:  “Say, those 
girls in the photos on your desk, 
are they seeing anyone, well not 
the fat one, but those other two?” 
(Russell Beland,  Week 698, 2007)

“Dear xxx” notes:   Dear 
President Lincoln: Please note 
change to “87” for conciseness. - 
Sincerely, Copy Editor (Beverley 
Sharp, Week 900, 2011) 

Cynical takes on platitudes:
You can do anything if you 

want it bad enough. That is why 
we see so many people who can 
fly. (Elden Carnahan, Week 531, 
2003) 

Never say die. I’ve tried, and it 
doesn’t actually make people die. 
(Tom McCudden, Week 531) 

Bogus trivia about winter: Phi 
Kappa Rho fraternity at the 
University of Northwestern 
Maine  canceled this year’s 
“yellow-snow” name-writing 
contest because college students 
no longer know how to use 
cursive. (Mark Raffman, Week 
1360, 2019)

“Secrets”: During boring 
meetings, I pretend everyone 
present is naked. And 
goodlooking. And female. And a 
kangaroo. (Art Grinath, Week 
633, 2005)  

And Last: New doctrines: 
Carnahan’s Rule of Three: The 
longer one works to bring ironic 
Talmudic allusion and elegant 
Chaucerian wit to one’s entry, the 
greater the likelihood the winner 
will  feature “drool,” “snot” or 
“poopy.” (Elden Carnahan. Week 
69, 1994) 

Many more Invitational 
classics  (googly eyes! video!) 
online at wapo.st/invite1518.

 
Last week we showed a 

bowlful of 29 disembodied little 
clown heads that will no longer 
be made into Clowning Achieve-
ment trophies and asked what to 
do with them. These three   win a 
head, though not the trophy. 

Make a diorama of the heads 
attending the funeral of The Style 
Invitational and call it the 
Clowning Bereavement. (Jesse 
Frankovich, Lansing, Mich.)

Truck nuts for tricycles. (Don 
Norum, Charlottesville, Va.) 

Petition Congress for one 
square foot of space on the 
National Mall for a Style Invitatio-
nal Memorial. It’d be  like the Viet-
nam Memorial, except instead of 
a powerful minimalist tribute to 
the lives of thousands of lost 
soldiers, it’d be a bunch of creepy 
little clown heads on sticks. 
(Laurie Brink, Mineola, N.Y.)

bob staake for the washington post

Underachiever’s Midlife List 
of Goals: Win the admiration of 
my dog. (Jean Lightner Norum, 
Week 413, 2001) 

Neologisms containing 
POLE:  Gestapolemics: Calling 
your political opponents Nazis. 
(Chris Doyle, Week 889, 2010)

Change a movie title by one 
letter:    Four Weldings and a 
Funeral: A man attaches a set of 
rocket engines to his Chevy and 
momentarily achieves his dream 
of driving a flying car. (Gary 
Crockett, Week 871, 2010) 

“Joint legislation” by current 
members of Congress: The 
Traficant-DeLay-Akaka Roadside 
Port-A-Pot Act (Carole and 
Stephanie Dix, Week 5, 1993)

Change a word by one letter:  
Sarchasm: The gulf between the 
author of dry wit and the 
recipient who doesn’t get it. (Tom 
Witte, Week 278, 1998) 

Two words differing by one 
letter: The difference between 
genial and genital: It’s okay to 
greet your neighbors with a 
genial wave.  (Brendan Beary, 
Week 670, 2006) 

Good/bad/ugly jokes:
Good: You get to spend a sum-
mer’s day at a beautiful beach. 
Bad: It’s awfully crowded and 
noisy.   Ugly: It is June 6, 1944. 
(Beverley Sharp, Week 1058, 2014)

Something you don’t want to 
hear after getting married: “Now 
that’s a coincidence. My birth 
mother’s name was Clytemnestra 
de Nunkyhaven, too!” (Jennifer 
Hart, Week 229, 1997)

“Fa-” limericks:
A physicist/humorist, Nell,
Had a comedy show where 

she’d tell
Of her spreadsheeting gaffes; 
It drew thousands of laughs
Because farce equals math 

times Excel. 
(Matt Monitto, Week 1033, 2013) 

Then and now: 
Then: Mayberry and Opie.
 Now: Mayberry and opioids. 
(Bruce Carlson, Week 1242, 2017) 

Only-in-Washington pickup 
lines: Babe, why are you wasting 
your time with an assistant to a 
deputy secretary, when you could 
be with ME, a deputy assistant 
undersecretary? (Dan Steinberg, 
Week 519, 2003) 

“Breed” two racehorse names 
and name the foal:   

Perfect Saint x Caribbean = 
Francis of a C Sea   (Danielle 
Nowlin, 2016) 

Life on the Road x Villainous = 
RV Weinstein (Steve Langer, 
2020) 

Neologisms totaling 14 
Scrabble points: Buphoon: An ill 
wind from Washington that 
blows nobody any good. (Stephen 
Dudzik, Week 1402, 2020) 

“Balliol rhymes,” mini-verses 
about people: 
My name is Lady Liberty.
I welcome you, if you should be
With bulging purse, and you’re 
from Norway.
Otherwise, back out the doorway.   
(Nan Reiner, Week 1372,  during 
the Trump administration) 

What to do with the 14-mile 
supercollider tunnel: Just 
rename it the Martha Washington 
Monument. (Michael Sweet, Week 
35, 1993)

Good/bad ideas:   Good idea: 
Give her a bowl of irises. Bad idea: 
Give her Ebola viruses.  (Frank 

Week 1518: The Style Expirational 
After 293/4 years, our ink runs dry 

BY PAT MYERS AND GENE WEINGARTEN

In the Conversational:  You be the judge!
In the Empress’s final Style Conversational column, readers can 
vote for their favorite Ask Backwards entries from Week 1514, 
whose results would have run this week. And the E tells how to 
enjoy classic Invite ink, stay with the Loser Community, and maybe 
even enjoy new contests. See wapo.st/conv1518.

vulgarity with urbanity, involving 
political commentary and jokes 
that assumed the reader’s 
familiarity with literature, 
history, science and the news of 
the day. Rude, sometimes, but 
smart-rude.

As the Earth traveled around 
and around the sun – 29.75 times 
— management changed, 
sensibilities changed, sensitivities 
changed. The Invitational had 
thrived on the forbearance of a 
series of slightly nervous but 
ultimately trusting editors. That 
all ends today, quite suddenly, in 
this final week. We are done.

By “we,” of course, we mean not 
just ourselves but the Loser 
Community, the more than 5,000 
very funny people who’ve gotten 
ink over these past 1,517 weeks, in 
more than 55,000 published 
entries, willing to work hours on 
end for a cheesy form of glory, and 
for silly trinkets.

And so we devote this page to 
some of The Style Invitational’s 
most memorable entries, which 
we’ve chosen (in no particular 
order)  from many hundreds 
nominated in the past week by 
Invite Losers and fans. 

It’s our last laugh.

Graphic By Valerie holt 

Many readers’ favorite Invitational entry ever. The contest was 
for a set of instructions in the style of a famous writer.

M any, many years ago — in 
a previous century —  a 
top editor of The 

Washington Post walked into the 
office of the Czar of The Style 
Invitational. The office was, as 
always, a cluttered mess, which 
offended this elegant man who 
wore three-piece suits and carried 
a pocket watch on a fob. That day, 
the editor was on a mission. He 
disapproved of this new addition 
to his Sunday paper, and dourly 
warned his coarse and rumpled 
underling: “I will not permit you 
to make your contest a repository 
of bathroom humor.” The Czar 
met his boss’s eyes. “Sir, you may 
rest assured that I will not make 
The Style Invitational a 
suppository of bathroom humor.”

The editor shuddered almost 
imperceptibly, and departed, with 
maybe just a hint of a smidge of a 
smile. He secretly appreciated 
moxie, and in time he became one 
of The Style Invitational’s biggest 
supporters.

And that’s because Mr. Fob 
appreciated, despite the jokes 
about excreta and the risque 
innuendo and the silly prizes, that 
the Invite had also become . . . 
sophisticated. Right from the 
beginning in 1993, through 11 
years of the Czar and then 19 
years of his usurper, the Empress, 
the Invitational gleefully mixed 


