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Diversions

Answers to last week’s puzzle below.

B Y  G E O R G I A  N I C O L S

Happy Birthday | Dec. 4: You are highly independent. In fact, you take pride in being different and calling your own 
shots. You are a risk taker whom some might view as eccentric. It’s important to create solid foundations in your life 
this year. Take charge of your health. Stay organized.

Moon Alert: After 7 a.m., there are 
no restrictions to shopping or 
important decisions. The Moon is in 
Taurus.

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
This is the kind of day where it’s wise 
to trust your Spidey sense. In other 
words, if your instincts or your gut 
tells you that something fishy is 
going on, it is! Double-check travel 
plans. Political discussions might be 
psychobabble. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
The Moon is in your sign. When this 
happens (for 2½ days every month), 
it heightens your emotions, but it 
also attracts some good luck to you. 
Why not ask the universe for a favor? 
Meanwhile, double-check financial 
matters. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
Don’t assume that instructions or 
information from authority figures is 
necessarily correct, because you 
might be acting on faulty 
information. This could be due to an 
error, incompetence or a desire to 
manipulate or deceive you. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
Be careful in everything you do that 
is related to your pet, your health 
and your job, because not only is 
there room for confusion and 
misunderstanding, there is even a 
possibility of deception. Probably, 
it’s an incorrect assumption. Clarify! 
Assume nothing. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
You might be disappointed by 
romance . Possibly, a social occasion 
will disappoint as well. Be aware that 
false expectations, 
misunderstandings and even deceit 
are possible in romantic relationships, 
as well as in dealing with your kids. 
Know where your kids are. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
Be careful with family members, 
because Neptune can create 
confusion. At best, Neptune is 
impossibly idealistic and so 
nuanced that one can miss the 
point. At worst, Neptune is deceptive 

manipulation. Keep your hands 
clean. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
Be extra careful in all your 
communications with others, 
because you might be 
misunderstood. Or possibly you will 
misunderstand someone else, 
especially if you make assumptions. 
There’s a lot of confusion happening. 
(Possibly intentional.) Be alert. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
Be careful handling cash or 
conducting financial negotiations, 
because some kind of confusion or 
deception may cost you money. In 
the same vein, if shopping, keep 
your receipts in case you change 
your mind after you get home. It’s a 
fuzzy day! 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
Be realistic when dealing with 
romantic partners and loved ones. 
You might expect too much. Or you 
might be disappointed because you 
didn’t state your expectations. A few 
might even encounter a breakdown 

Horoscope

in a relationship. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
Tread carefully, because something 
going on behind the scenes might 
make you apprehensive or nervous. 
Or it could be something secretive 
that could affect you. (A hidden love 
affair?) Don’t agree to anything if 
you feel a bit hesitant. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
You might feel disappointed with a 
friend. If so, you have to ask yourself 
whether  your expectations of this 
person were realistic. They might 
feel confused by you. We are all frail 
mortals struggling on this darkling 
plain. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
Once again, you may feel confused 
when talking to authority figures 
(including the police). Try to 
determine whether the confusion is 
based on incompetence and 
misunderstanding, or if it’s an 
intentional deceit. Commit to 
nothing if you feel hesitant. 

“LET IT GO” BY 
KATIE HALE

ACROSS
 1 Board in a 

wooden deck 
chair

 5 Continent with 
the highest and 
lowest points on 
Earth

 9 Fragile juggling 
props

 13 Tell the teacher
 19 Baja resort
 20 Remain 

unsettled
 21 Actress Spelling
 22 “A Midsummer 

Night’s Dream” 
king

 23 Ready to move 
on from reading 
Beat poetry?

 27 Enter with flair
 28 Warsaw __
 29 Wobbly, quaintly
 30 Some poets
 33 Get better
 35 “Macbeth” role
 36 Would really 

prefer to use a 
globe?

 43 Netflix’s “The 
Haunting of __ 
Manor”

 44 Tag figure
 45 Big name in 

coolers
 46 Aim high
 48 Uber offer
 49 __ Springs
 51 Singer Carly __ 

Jepsen
 54 Grab
 57 No longer 

interested in 
fairy tales?

 62 18-wheeler
 63 Marketing fees
 64 Smack
 65 “This could be a 

problem”
 69 Bozos
 72 The “kid” in 

“Here’s looking 
at you, kid”

 73 Ski resort 
hangout

 74 Dijon deity
 75 Large wardrobe
 77 Hush-hush org.
 79 Trying to keep 

cool in a more 
eco-friendly 
way?

 86 Disorderly 
protester

 87 Bag-screening 
org.

 88 Actress Mireille
 89 “Misery” actor 

James
 91 __ to go
 94 Spot for a nap

 96 Tempo similar to 
lento

 97 “SmackDown” 
org.

 99 So done with 
craft beers?

 104 With it, once
 105 Hideaway
 106 2013 Lady 

Gaga album
 107 “And when I 

love thee not, / 
Chaos is come 
again” speaker

 111 Step after using 
a sous vide, 
maybe

 113 Sears partner
 118 Feeling too 

good for the 
family car?

 122 “Hakuna __”: 
“The Lion King” 
song

 123 Expansive
 124 Latin years
 125 Blackthorn fruit
 126 Like some 

patches
 127 “Orinoco Flow” 

singer

 128 Diamond 
corner

 129 NASCAR driver 
Petty

DOWN
 1 Flat-bottomed 

boat
 2 9-Down output
 3 Cain’s brother
 4 Legal wrong
 5 Rose garden 

pests
 6 “Not this movie 

again!”
 7 Company abbr.
 8 Brouhaha
 9 Sicilian volcano
 10 “Roger that”
 11 Grimm girl
 12 Title for Patrick 

Stewart
 13 Talk up
 14 Up to it
 15 Béret spot
 16 “If I’m honest ... ”
 17 “Because 

you’re worth 
it” cosmetics 
brand

 18 Zip

 24 Oily part of 
the face, to 
dermatologists

 25 Surprise victory
 26 Soothes
 31 Concern for the 

“Queer Eye” 
guys

 32 “__ the breaks”
 34 Birmingham’s st.
 36 Big month for a 

CPA
 37 Handlebar part
 38 Verdi opera
 39 Treats with a 

cold pack
 40 Technology 

magazine
 41 Church 

recesses
 42 Banking IDs
 47 “Midnight 

Cowboy” role
 49 Taro dish
 50 Wool source
 52 Brody of “Peaky 

Blinders”
 53 Etc. kin
 55 Rock climber’s 

handful
 56 Boost

 58 Give it a go
 59 Nuts and bolts
 60 Part of TGIF
 61 Treating with 

contempt
 65 Aroma
 66 Old 45 player
 67 Pre-makeover 

image
 68 “Straight __ 

Compton”
 70 French friend
 71 Stronghold
 73 Asian language
 75 Hilltop nest
 76 Swelter
 78 Female sib
 80 Marjoram, e.g.
 81 Put off
 82 Unsuitable
 83 Rose Bowl org.
 84 __ Grey tea
 85 Fury
 90 Lottery ticket 

picks: Abbr.
 92 Hose material
 93 State in 

southwest India
 95 “Home Alone” 

actress Catherine
 96 Looney Tunes 

stinker
 97 Question in an 

identity crisis
 98 Home 

mixologist’s 
dream

 100 Leaf 
manufacturer

 101 Somewhat 
formal

 102 Cook wear
 103 Canadian coin, 

familiarly
 108 2008 AL Rookie 

of the Year 
Longoria

 109 Mother of 
Artemis

 110 Bank offering
 112 Naan flour
 114 Luxuriate (in)
 115 Far from fair
 116 “Sounds  

good”
 117 __-slapper
 119 Festive night, 

often
 120 Diner check
 121 Food Network 

host Garten
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“HESITATIONS” 
JILL RAFALOFF 
& MICHELLE 
SONTARP

ACROSS
 1 Secured, in a 

way
 6 Quick inhalation
 10 Stitched loosely
 16 Morsel
 19 Short digression
 20 Layered snack
 21 Slide subject
 22 Written tribute
 23 Sail (through)
 24 Connections
 25 Milwaukee 

slugger who 
keeps striking 
out?

 27 Put an album up 
for auction?

 30 Actor Neeson
 31 Vuitton of 

fashion
 32 Start of the 

Common Era
 34 Senses
 35 Fuel additive 

brand
 38 Bus. letters
 39 “¿Qué pasa?”
 41 Reception 

problem
 43 Manage, as an 

art exhibit
 45 Home of BTS
 47 Put back
 51 Sitting upon
 52 Animal hospital 

amenity?
 56 Relocated
 58 Venomous 

snake
 59 Iridescent gem
 60 Super Bowl XLIV 

MVP Drew
 61 Part of GDP
 63 Cardiff’s country
 65 Scuffle
 66 Robbery 

involving a 
diamond?

 70 “Cat’s in the 
Cradle” singer

 74 See 13-Down
 75 Guts
 80 Prefix meaning 

“sun”
 81 Michael who 

plays Luis in 
the “Ant-Man” 
movies

 82 Geological span
 84 Supply with gear
 85 C-suite member 

who shreds on 
the half-pipe?

 90 Tropical tangelo
 91 Accumulates, as 

debt
 92 Trojan War epic
 93 Functional
 95 Maine-based 

retailer since 
1912

 98 “The Marvelous 
__ Maisel”

 99 Bioengineered 
food source, 
briefly

 100 Fashion 
monogram

 101 First name of 
boy detective 
Encyclopedia 
Brown

 104 Night noise
 106 Garlicky mayo
 108 Apple variety
 109 Rooster?
 115 Selfie taken 

by a financial 
professional?

 119 Early spring 
flower

 120 Fast Amtrak train
 121 Oil field sight
 122 Scandinavia 

locale
 123 Motorcade 

vehicle
 124 Gorge
 125 Draft selection?
 126 Gawks
 127 What “T” stands 

for, in video 
game ratings

 128 Sorts

DOWN
 1 Snack from a 

truck
 2 Beginning with
 3 “La Vie en Rose” 

singer Édith
 4 Short-lived Ford 

model
 5 Largest city 

on the border 
between the 
U.S. and 
Canada

 6 Like 
“Dracula” and 
“Frankenstein”

 7 Many an April 
birth

 8 Oracle
 9 Model
 10 BLT part
 11 Collection of 

love poems by 
Ovid

 12 Were bought for
 13 With 74-Across, 

2021 and 2022 
Emmy winner 
for Outstanding 
Comedy Series

 14 Wane
 15 __ es Salaam
 16 “Modern Love” 

singer David
 17 Utopian
 18 School sessions
 26 Certain college 

members
 28 Pitched well?
 29 Managed 

somehow
 33 Hannah of 

“Roxanne”
 34 Laurence who 

played Pops on 
“Black-ish”

 35 Scalawag
 36 Teach privately
 37 Home of 

Brigham Young 
University

 39 Caress, e.g.
 40 Banquet 

coffeepot
 42 QB targets
 44 Mimicked
 45 Metric wts.
 46 Twin of Artemis
 48 Sees red?
 49 Stagger
 50 Irish Gaelic
 53 Muffin grains

 54 Crude cartel
 55 Mars rover org.
 57 With skepticism
 62 Food drive 

donation, often
 63 Sashimi 

condiment
 64 Singer Green 

and politician 
Gore

 65 Decimal base
 67 Mtn. stat
 68 Downfall
 69 Christmas 

candle scent
 70 “Moonstruck” 

Oscar winner
 71 Half dodeca-
 72 Smart __
 73 Burglar
 76 Water color
 77 Sport with an 

oval ball
 78 Some pickles
 79 Sales pitch
 81 Singing voice, 

informally
 82 Historical spans
 83 Not even
 86 Sudsy spot
 87 Early 

Mesoamerican

 88 Ventilate
 89 “__ has it ... ”
 94 Typical 

open mic 
performance

 96 Last runner in a 
relay race

 97 Zero chance
 99 Martini with an 

onion
 101 Heavenly scales
 102 Inbox message
 103 Scope
 105 Custom-made 

things?
 106 “Spirited Away” 

genre
 107 Like a mosquito 

bite
 110 Bagpiper’s skirt
 111 Lake near the 

Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame

 112 Pile
 113 Otherwise
 114 Los Angeles 

team
 116 Some Caltech 

grads
 117 Boring routine
 118 Sp. address
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mobilized. 
 But I hope you’ll love your 

new career.  
With warmest wishes — 

Vladimir   
(Stephen Gold, London)

 Your DNA tests are complete:  
Your health markers aren’t too 

bad.  
And we found your half-

siblings in nine different states;  
So you might want to talk with 

your dad. 
  (Jon Carter, Fredericksburg, Va.)

   How funny to see you in Jersey 
last week — 

 I rarely head out that 
direction.

  I told all the neighbors! We 
think it’s just great  

That you’ve gone into witness 
protection.   
(Coleman Glenn, Huntingdon 
Valley, Pa.) 

 You wrote about trans kids 
Growing up in Atlantis,  
So congrats on your book 
Being banned by DeSantis. 

 (Kevin Dopart)

 You failed to scoop  
Your best friend's poop. 
So it’s been sent back.  
(See enclosed sack.)   

(John Klayman, Fairfax)

 Life is full of ups and downs  
A bushel of smiles, a bundle of 

frowns  
But yesterday’s crash makes us 

all want to tiptoe 
 So sorry, my dear, for the loss 

of your crypto. 
  (Madelyn Rosenberg, Arlington)   

When life gave you lemons, 

you made lemonade.
   We applaud you for your inner 

grit, 
  But though you were 8, taxes 

should have been paid.
   Here's your IRS bill. Please 

remit. 
   (Jon Gearhart, Des Moines) 

   You’re such a helpful neighbor
  Reminding us to mow  
To weed, to paint, to rake the 

leaves
  To shovel all that snow.  
And thanks for all the tools 

you’ve loaned us
  The rake, the hoe, the ax! 
What would we do without 

you? 
 Probably relax. 

  (Frank Mann, Washington) 

And Last: 
 Congrats on Your Style 
Invitational Win

 Winning Loser in The Post, 
 Here’s to you! Let’s make a 

toast:  
“Celebrate your witty words,
  Lining cages under birds.”  

(Mark Raffman)

   And Lastest (and do we mean 
Lastest!):  

You won the Invitational! 
  Congrats! It was sensational! 
You honed your writing every 

day;  
From 9 to 5 you worked away.  
And though, this means so 

much to you, 
 It’s not the job you’re s’posed 

to do.  
The Empress may be quite 

inspired
  But I’m your boss. You Lose. 

You’re fired!  
(Rob Cohen, Potomac) 

 

The Style Invitational

bob staake for the  washington post

BY PAT MYERS

  In Week 1513 we asked for 
greeting-card rhymes for non-
greeting-card occasions. Lots of 
colonoscopy congratulations; 
sorry, they were all purged.

4th place:
To My Client’s Husband 

This message is sent to you 
straight from the source:

  The party is over. She wants a 
divorce.

  You’ve used up your chances, 
you lizard-faced louse.

  You’ve taken her heart, but 
she’s keeping the house.   
(Judy Freed, Deerfield Beach, 
Fla.) 

3rd place:
To the Fancy Restaurant Where 
We Dined Last Night    

We waited half an hour even 
though we got there early, 

 The maitre d’ was dour and 
the waitress downright surly, 

 The wilted Caesar salad 
featured croutons soft and soggy, 

 The Steak au Poivre was pallid 
(wouldn’t serve it to my doggy!).

The chocolate mousse? No 
winner! And the kicker: 
indigestion!  

(But comp us a free dinner 
and we’ll see you soon, no 
question.)  
(Mark Raffman, Reston, Va.)

2nd place and earrings in the 
shape of toilet paper rolls: 

 Happy C-section day! Have a 
ball!  

It’s the best birthday party of 
all, 

 With no favors to make and/or 
buy, no  

Requests for a layer-cake dino,  
No tantrums to rattle your 
nerves, 

 And no carpets with ground-in 
hors d’oeuvres. 

 (The one downside, of course, 
is you’ve gotta  

Be opened like you’re the 
piñata.)  
(Melissa Balmain, Rochester, 
N.Y.) 

And the winner of the 
Clowning Achievement:

 Today you are You, that is 
truer than true. 

 There is no one alive who is 
youer than you.

  Yet I’ve stolen your wallet, 
your identity too —

   Very soon I’ll seem so much 
more youer than you!  
(Karen Lambert, Chevy Chase) 

Cardy B’s: 
Honorable mentions

  Remember those times in 
fourth grade   

When I shared the box lunch 
my mom made? 

 “What’s mine is yours” was 
our motto.  

So congrats now on winning 
the lotto.  
(Pam Shermeyer, Lathrup 
Village, Mich.)

 I’m sending this card and 
composing this ode  

To say that I’m sorry I clogged 
your commode.

  It ruined your party. I couldn’t 
feel dumber. 

But here is the good news: My 
cousin’s a plumber.   
(Bob Kruger, Rockville)

 Dear Mr. Cruz: Although I’m 
just  

A no-good liberal commie, 
 Accept my deep condolences
  On this year’s “red tsunami.”  

 (Jonathan Jensen, Baltimore) 

 Condolences! Heard you got 
fired,  

And worse, your dismissal was 
brusque.  

Oh, wait … it’s congrats! You’re 
rehired  

To clean up the mess made by 
Musk.   
(Chris Doyle, Denton, Tex.)  

We're sad to say you bounced a 
check  

At our fresh-produce stand. 
We want to trust our 

customers,
  Don’t want to see you banned.  
We like for folks to buy our 

wares,  
But since you did upset us: 
 We gleefully inform you 

there’s  E. coli in your lettuce.   
(Jeff Shirley, Richmond) 

 You’re no longer at Fox —
  I hear you were sacked —  
But congrats that at last  
You reported a fact.  

(Kevin Dopart, Washington) 

Congratulations on Your 
Conscription 

 I know you must have been 
surprised  

To find that you’d been 

Teasin’s greetings: LOLmark cards

 Week 1517: See you next week!  
(But not after that.) 
We have some news. There’s no new contest this week, 

because it’s the next-to-last week of The Style 

Invitational. The Empress will wrap things up next 

Sunday, Dec. 11, in print (Thursday, Dec. 8, online), with 

a little greatest-hits assortment of favorite Invite entries 

from our past 293/4 years. 

And we’d like you to help: This week: Nominate your 
favorite inking entries — your own or someone else’s — to be 
included in next week’s final edition. But you need to send it 
soon — no later than Monday night, Dec. 5. Send them on the 
entry form at wapo.st/enter-invite-1517.

To refresh your memory, or just to enjoy poring over the 
archives, check out the Master Contest List at the Loser 
Community’s own website, NRARS.org. There’s a drop-down 
menu for various contest categories, or just scroll or search 
down the whole main list. If you know some words to search 
for in an entry, you can look in the All Invitational Text file on 
the same website (wait a few seconds for it to load). Or just 
describe it to me the best you can and I’ll probably figure out 
what the heck you had in mind.

Bonus joke contest!  Pictured is a bowl of the 29 remaining 
little clown heads that won’t become Clowning Achievement 
trophies. What should we do with them? I’ll run a few ideas 
(use the same entry form above); winner gets one of the heads.

Losers working on Week 1516, Questionable Journalism: 
You can stop perusing; that contest is canceled.

The headline “Teasin’s Greetings” is by Jesse Frankovich, 
“LOLmark Cards” by Kevin Dopart; Jesse also wrote the 
honorable-mentions subhead. The Style Invitational Devotees 
group on Facebook is still active at on.fb.me/invdev, as are 
Style Invitational Ink of the Day on Facebook at bit.ly/
inkofday and @StyleInvite on Twitter.

 The Style Conversational: The Empress’s weekly online 
column will run this week (briefly) and next (with a chance for 
readers to judge the Ask Backwards contest!). See this week’s 
at wapo.st/conv1517.

PAt Myers/The Washington Post 

They were going to go on 29 little bases. Now 
what should we do with them? Let us know! 


