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Diversions

B Y  G E O R G I A  N I C O L S

Happy Birthday | Nov. 27: You are energetic, independent thinking, strong and focused. Your enthusiasm can 
inspire others. You are also intelligent and self-disciplined. This is a year of attainment and recognition for you. 
Expect promotions, prestige, awards and acknowledgment. Bravo.

Moon Alert: Avoid shopping or 
making important decisions from 3 
to 5:30 p.m. After that, the Moon 
moves from Capricorn into 
Aquarius. 

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
You have strong feelings when 
dealing with authority figures. 
Fortunately, these feelings are 
positive. You may establish a warm 
bond with a parent or someone you 
respect. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
Discussions will be intense. You 
may try to change someone’s mind, 
or vice versa, they want to change 
yours. Nevertheless, on the whole, 
feelings are positive, and you feel 
warm and friendly with someone. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
Financial matters will unfold in your 
favor. Gifts and favors may come 
your way. This is a good day to ask 
for a loan or mortgage or to get 
help from someone. Something will 
happen that promotes your good 
name among your peers. You look 
good.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
This is a lovely day to enjoy the 
company of others, because even 
though feelings are intense, they 
are friendly. What is interesting is 
you may admire your friends 
through the eyes of someone else, 
especially in a group setting. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
Work-related travel is probable. You 
will be motivated to make 
improvements to your job, your 
health or whatever it is you are 
doing. You want to make the world 
a better place, especially in the 
ways where you have to deal with it. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
Romantic passion is strong. This 
means not only are your romantic 
passions strong, the same applies 
to feelings of jealousy and 
resentment. Fortunately, this is a 
positive day! Expect opportunities 

to have fun and enjoy sports and 
the arts. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
Family discussions are intense. 
This is because you have ideas 
about how to improve something or 
introduce reforms into the family 
dynamic. Fortunately, others will 
hear you and possibly even agree. 
How refreshing. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
You are enthusiastic, upbeat and 
full of positive ideas. This is why 
conversations with relatives, 
neighbors and siblings will be warm 
and friendly. Enjoy short trips. 
Likewise, enjoy learning something 
new that expands your world. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
You have strong feelings about 
something you own. Or perhaps 
you have strong feelings about a 
potential purchase that you want to 
make. Your wealth and assets can 

Horoscope

increase. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
The Moon is in your sign lined up 
with big daddy Pluto, which can 
make you impulsive and certainly 
intense. Fortunately, you’re also 
happy and outgoing. This is a good 
day for business. Ka-ching! 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
This has been a popular time, and 
you have enjoyed the company of 
younger, creative, artistic people. 
You also have felt competitive in 
sports and creative activities. 
However, you will choose to keep to 
yourself. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
An exchange with a friend or a 
member of a group will be intense. 
Perhaps somebody wants to get to 
the bottom of something. 
Fortunately, good feelings will 
prevail, which means your relations 
with others are positives. 

“PLACE SETTING” 
BY DOUG 
BURNIKEL & C.C. 
BURNIKEL

ACROSS
 1 “Is anybody 

here?”
 6 “Get outta 

here!”
 10 Box office 

receipts
 14 People with all-

access passes
 18 Short and sweet
 19 Head lights?
 21 “Really?”
 22 Taquería freebie
 23 Park place?
 25 Busy place?
 27 Patriotic chant
 28 Hangout for hog 

lovers
 30 Shots on the 

green
 31 Cost of living?
 33 To be, in 

Marseilles
 34 They could use 

a welcome sight
 36 Hailed wheels
 39 First place?
 42 Bother
 43 “Barefoot 

Contessa” host 
Garten

 44 List that may 
drop down or 
pop up

 45 __ West-Allen: 
“The Flash” 
character

 46 Sunflower part
 48 Semi unit
 49 Beginning stage
 51 The Vitamin 

Shoppe rival
 53 Many Mecca 

residents
 56 Calligrapher’s 

container
 58 Aria, e.g.
 61 Dress seen on 

Indian runways
 63 Marathon, e.g.
 65 Vice __
 67 Precious rocks
 69 Duffer’s do-over
 71 Words of 

empathy
 73 Hard place?
 76 Chemically 

inactive
 77 Quivers in fear
 79 Composer 

Stravinsky
 80 Eye shade
 82 Hindu spring 

festival
 83 Five-star review
 85 Mil. truant
 87 Volkswagen 

sedan
 90 In __: before 

birth

 92 Faux __
 94 Reason for 

celeb damage 
control

 96 Choice on a 
color chart

 97 Like a play 
about a play

 99 Often-ignored 
email

 102 Not so hot
 103 “For You” singer 

Rita
 104 “__ about that!”
 107 Private place?
 110 Some PwC 

employees
 111 League for 

Guardians and 
Angels

 113 __-Alt-Del
 114 Go a few 

rounds
 116 Closer’s goal
 117 Wasn’t honest
 120 Translator’s 

challenges
 124 Last place?
 126 Remote place?
 128 Girl
 129 One with star 

power
 130 Thompson of 

“Westworld”
 131 Director Coen
 132 Where el sol 

rises
 133 Colorful 

salamander
 134 Put into storage
 135 Entertainer’s 

crew

DOWN
 1 Spelman, e.g.: 

Abbr.
 2 God with wings
 3 Peru’s largest 

city
 4 Madagascar 

primates
 5 Functional
 6 __ shed
 7 Pasta or bread, 

e.g., for short
 8 In a partnership
 9 Rested a while
 10 Disco family 

name
 11 Totally relaxed
 12 Steering system 

parts

 13 Key hit in panic
 14 Hold in high 

regard
 15 Successful 

prankster’s cry
 16 Gave up, in a 

way
 17 States as fact
 20 Camper’s fuel
 24 Digressions
 26 Doubleheader 

half
 29 Corp. shuffling
 32 Catches some 

rays
 35 Target field
 36 __ Field: Mets 

ballpark
 37 Unknown 

author, for short
 38 Safe place?
 40 Bitterly regrets
 41 Support group?
 44 Secured in a 

slip
 47 “Semper Fidelis” 

group
 50 Lady Justice’s 

garb
 52 Sleeveless top, 

briefly

 54 Sesame place?
 55 Permanent mark
 57 Business trip 

allowance
 59 Stubbs of the 

Four Tops
 60 Roar __ Roar: 

“Monsters 
University” frat

 62 Negga of 
“Passing”

 64 Med. specialty
 66 Taj Mahal city
 68 __ food 

movement
 70 Komodo 

dragon, e.g.
 71 “Thereabouts”
 72 Jay of “The 

Green Hornet”
 74 Answer an invite
 75 “No __!”: “Sure 

thing!”
 78 Steamy
 81 Baked dessert
 84 All-Star side
 86 Tibetan priest
 88 Surrounding 

vibe
 89 Tazo products
 91 Careless

 93 Setting of the 
Sandra Bullock 
film “Gravity”

 95 Talk trash about
 98 81-Down order
 100 Oil producer?
 101 Fragrant shrubs
 104 Pain in the neck
 105 Nebraska 

natives
 106 “They outplayed 

us”
 108 Consecutively
 109 Like the most 

clear sky
 110 Monte __ 

sandwich
 112 Actress 

Witherspoon
 115 Promo pro
 118 Triangular 

shoulder 
muscle, for 
short

 119 Monterrey jack?
 121 Sounds amazed
 122 Degs. for 

curators
 123 Levelheaded
 125 Foil metal, once
 127 Pussy foot
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“LET IT GO” BY 
KATIE HALE

ACROSS
 1 Board in a 

wooden deck 
chair

 5 Continent with 
the highest and 
lowest points on 
Earth

 9 Fragile juggling 
props

 13 Tell the teacher
 19 Baja resort
 20 Remain 

unsettled
 21 Actress Spelling
 22 “A Midsummer 

Night’s Dream” 
king

 23 Ready to move 
on from reading 
Beat poetry?

 27 Enter with flair
 28 Warsaw __
 29 Wobbly, quaintly
 30 Some poets
 33 Get better
 35 “Macbeth” role
 36 Would really 

prefer to use a 
globe?

 43 Netflix’s “The 
Haunting of __ 
Manor”

 44 Tag figure
 45 Big name in 

coolers
 46 Aim high
 48 Uber offer
 49 __ Springs
 51 Singer Carly __ 

Jepsen
 54 Grab
 57 No longer 

interested in 
fairy tales?

 62 18-wheeler
 63 Marketing fees
 64 Smack
 65 “This could be a 

problem”
 69 Bozos
 72 The “kid” in 

“Here’s looking 
at you, kid”

 73 Ski resort 
hangout

 74 Dijon deity
 75 Large wardrobe
 77 Hush-hush org.
 79 Trying to keep 

cool in a more 
eco-friendly 
way?

 86 Disorderly 
protester

 87 Bag-screening 
org.

 88 Actress Mireille
 89 “Misery” actor 

James
 91 __ to go
 94 Spot for a nap

 96 Tempo similar to 
lento

 97 “SmackDown” 
org.

 99 So done with 
craft beers?

 104 With it, once
 105 Hideaway
 106 2013 Lady 

Gaga album
 107 “And when I 

love thee not, / 
Chaos is come 
again” speaker

 111 Step after using 
a sous vide, 
maybe

 113 Sears partner
 118 Feeling too 

good for the 
family car?

 122 “Hakuna __”: 
“The Lion King” 
song

 123 Expansive
 124 Latin years
 125 Blackthorn fruit
 126 Like some 

patches
 127 “Orinoco Flow” 

singer

 128 Diamond 
corner

 129 NASCAR driver 
Petty

DOWN
 1 Flat-bottomed 

boat
 2 9-Down output
 3 Cain’s brother
 4 Legal wrong
 5 Rose garden 

pests
 6 “Not this movie 

again!”
 7 Company abbr.
 8 Brouhaha
 9 Sicilian volcano
 10 “Roger that”
 11 Grimm girl
 12 Title for Patrick 

Stewart
 13 Talk up
 14 Up to it
 15 Béret spot
 16 “If I’m honest ... ”
 17 “Because 

you’re worth 
it” cosmetics 
brand

 18 Zip

 24 Oily part of 
the face, to 
dermatologists

 25 Surprise victory
 26 Soothes
 31 Concern for the 

“Queer Eye” 
guys

 32 “__ the breaks”
 34 Birmingham’s st.
 36 Big month for a 

CPA
 37 Handlebar part
 38 Verdi opera
 39 Treats with a 

cold pack
 40 Technology 

magazine
 41 Church 

recesses
 42 Banking IDs
 47 “Midnight 

Cowboy” role
 49 Taro dish
 50 Wool source
 52 Brody of “Peaky 

Blinders”
 53 Etc. kin
 55 Rock climber’s 

handful
 56 Boost

 58 Give it a go
 59 Nuts and bolts
 60 Part of TGIF
 61 Treating with 

contempt
 65 Aroma
 66 Old 45 player
 67 Pre-makeover 

image
 68 “Straight __ 

Compton”
 70 French friend
 71 Stronghold
 73 Asian language
 75 Hilltop nest
 76 Swelter
 78 Female sib
 80 Marjoram, e.g.
 81 Put off
 82 Unsuitable
 83 Rose Bowl org.
 84 __ Grey tea
 85 Fury
 90 Lottery ticket 

picks: Abbr.
 92 Hose material
 93 State in 

southwest India
 95 “Home Alone” 

actress Catherine
 96 Looney Tunes 

stinker
 97 Question in an 

identity crisis
 98 Home 

mixologist’s 
dream

 100 Leaf 
manufacturer

 101 Somewhat 
formal

 102 Cook wear
 103 Canadian coin, 

familiarly
 108 2008 AL Rookie 

of the Year 
Longoria

 109 Mother of 
Artemis

 110 Bank offering
 112 Naan flour
 114 Luxuriate (in)
 115 Far from fair
 116 “Sounds  

good”
 117 __-slapper
 119 Festive night, 

often
 120 Diner check
 121 Food Network 

host Garten
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Smell of ultra-robust fertilizer.   
(Coleman Glenn, Huntingdon 
Valley, Pa.) 

Boomers judged Xers “lazy 
slackers,” who deemed the 
following youth cohort 
“quintessentially entitled kids 
needing unceasing praise.” Okay, 
Millennials, have at it--vilify 
Generation Z’s reputation! 
(Karen Lambert)

Everyone residing in Who-
ville felt zealous concerning 
Xmas quite a lot. . . but the 
Grinch, you know, up on his 
snowy mountain perch, did 
NOT! Jerk!  (Jesse Frankovich, 
Lansing, Mich.)   
Stop using XamfirPM if you 
experience: headaches, joint 
pain, flaming discharge, wilted 
ribs, night quacking, glowing, 
cloven toes, kaleidoscopic vision, 
lycanthropy, Bea Arthur 
mimicking, or zombification. 
(Jon Carter, Fredericksburg) 

Latest, greatest Star Wars 
offering by Disney Plus is “Jabba 
the Hutt’s Uncle’s Cousin’s 
EXcellent Quest: Visiting Yavin 
and Naboo, Zapping Kylo Ren, 
Flogging Ewok Merchandise.” 
(Duncan Stevens, Vienna, Va.)

Exciting hot quickies on 
weathered pine bleachers  
Can give new romance eXtra 
zing.
  Just know (very fast!) you'll 
discover, undoubtedly: 
Love is a many-splintered thing.  
(Jeff Shirley, Richmond)

Elon Musk owns Twitter! 
Now you downtrodden racists, 
xenophobes, gun zealots, QAnon 

wackos, Putin vindicators, incels 
and Klansmen can join up. Let 
free (hate) speech bloom! (Chris 
Doyle) 

Discerning blurry outlines in 
Himalayan mountain zones, 
gullible visitors uttered: “Just 
look! We’ve finally espied proof! 
The abominable snowman 
eXists!” Knowledgeable citizens 
responded: “Not quite yeti.” 
(Karen Lambert)

Deep scars left by your vulgar, 
malevolent eX-president have 
not faded. Gross, unruly QAnon 
zealots jabber kooky, offensive 
propaganda. I won’t even 
consume a “Right Twix.” (Bill 
Dorner, Indianapolis) 

And Last:  God knows regular 
quipping’s not very challenging, 
but making you use eXactly 
twenty-six words, each one 
having a different first letter, is 
just plain zany. (Jesse 
Frankovich)

And Even Laster:  Before 
entering the Invitational, always 
first question yourself honestly: 
Does my joke responsibly eXhi-
bit wisdom, underscore legi-
timate knowledge or zealously 
promote virtue? No? Great —  
click submit! (Karen Lambert)

More honorable mentions in 
the online Invite at wapo.st/
invite1516; more “And Lasts” in 
The Style Conversational at 
wapo.st/conv1516.

Still running — deadline 
Monday night, Nov. 28: Our 
contest to join two or more 
European town names in a “joint 
venture.” Ar wapo.st/invite1515

The Style Invitational

bob staake for the washington post

BY PAT MYERS

  In Week 1512 the Empress 
asked the Losers to write 
something 26 words long in 
which every word started with a 
different letter. The one 
permitted exception: So we 
wouldn’t have a whole page of X-
rays and xylophones, you had the 
option to make your X-word one 
in which the X was in the middle, 
but pronounced like “ex.” (Also, 
hyphenated compounds could 
count as either one or two 
words.) The results of this tough 
challenge: way more readable 
than we expected.

An inordinate number of the 
better entries referred to the 
Invite itself; see more of the “And 
Last” types in this week’s Style 
Conversational.

4th place:
[An A-to-Z passage] A 

boastful cad dated every female, 
going, “Honey, I just know lots! 
Mansplaining? Not on point — 
quite ridiculous!” such that, 
unfailingly, vexed women 
eXclaimed, “You zero!”
 (Karen Lambert, Chevy Chase)

3rd place:
An ominous  movie nauseated 

weekend viewers, inducing 
projectile retching everywhere. 
Grownups: flashback — eXuding 
queasiness, upchucking 
zealously, yelling deliriously, 
kneeling lamely. Title? “Junior 
High Cafeteria: Beef Surprise.” 
(Leif Picoult, Rockvlle) 

2nd place and the “spider 
skeleton”: 

Conductor in rehearsal: 
“Violins, you’re scratchy and flat! 
Trombones – don’t bray like 
mating zebras! Kettledrums, 
what extraordinarily horrendous 
noise! Xylophone: unbelievably 
grotesque – just quit! Otherwise 
– perfect.”  
(Jonathan Jensen, a bassist in 
the Baltimore Symphony 
Orchestra) 

And the winner of the 
Clowning Achievement:

I’d like to follow Xiao Qi Ji 
virtually on National Zoo’s giant 
panda cam.” “Uh, why? You do 
know he merely eats bamboo 
and sleeps, right?”
 (Chris Doyle, Denton, Tex.) 

Alphagetaboutit! Honorable 
mentions

Quintessential humiliation: 
Observing triathletes wilting, 
Jack, eXhibiting graciousness 
(and pretentiousness), loudly 
yelled “Courgette!” until 
realizing: “Knucklehead! Damn 
my French! I’ve been shouting 
‘zucchini’—not encouraging 
‘valor.’ ” (Ellen Raphaeli, Falls 
Church)

I have this very large zit on 
my nose, coffee’s quite bitter, 
rain keeps falling. You eXclaim, 
“What a great day, everybody!” 
Just shut up, Pollyanna! (Hildy 
Zampella, Vienna, Va.) 

Some Oddly Trivial 
Presidential Information

Assassinated: Lincoln, 
Garfield, McKinley, Kennedy

Questionable Election: Bush
Watergate: Nixon
Union Head: Reagan
Famous Virginian/Declaration 

Creator: Jefferson
Yemeni EXtraction: Zero 

(Louise Dodenhoff Hauser, 
Sarasota, Fla.) 

Quick! Get ready — the 
holidays are coming! Expect 
buyfests, limited parking, very 
eXcited kids, many invitations, 
zealous overindulgence, no sleep. 
(Forget dieting; just undo your 
waistband!) 
(Beverley Sharp, Montgomery, 
Ala.)

For Thanksgiving, I might go 
all-out with ribs, sauteed 
zucchini, wagyu kabobs, quail 
loins, eggplant parmesan, jellied 
yams, eXtra uni, veal Nicoise. Or 
Chef Boyardee. Decisions! (Leif 
Picoult)

First we’ll quaff some hearty, 
undiscovered California 
zinfandels. Next, a vat of 
eXpertly blended reds: juicy 
malbec, earthy pinot, young 
grenache. Last: Italian dolcetto. 
Then . . . klunk! (Jonathan 
Jensen) 

Rules for Public Speaking: 
Arise, be direct; maintain eye 
contact with group, host, 
individuals; just keep letting 
natural openness quicken. Then 
(unless vain), eXamine your 
zipper.  (Frank Osen, Pasadena, 
Calif.)

[A limerick] 
 “Caesar's”’ dead, likewise “Tsar,” 
also “Kaiser”;  
“Humankind’s just zoomed past 
‘em, grown wiser,”
 Yammer eXperts. But news 
Makes idyllic, quaint views 

Lettery winners:  Alphabetic writing

New contest for Week 1516: 
Questionable Journalism
A. “I hadn’t seen that kind of positivity in a while. It was 
really cool.” (Quote in a Washington Post article) Q. Why 
were you rubbing balloons all over the cat? (Frank Osen)

A. “We’re working our way happily and steadily through the 
process of production.” (Post article) Q. What did the 
mechanical engineer reply when his mother-in-law said, 
“We hope you’ll soon make us proud grandparents”? (Cathy 
Lamaze)

A. It’s very rare to find a continuous curved plane like that. 
(Quote about the round Hirshhorn Museum) Q. Why is there 
so much excitement about Boeing’s new Frisbee-shaped 
aircraft?        (Mae Scanlan)

We’ve had lots of fun with this contest over the years: It’s in 
our venerable “Jeopardy!"-style answer/question format, plus 
it lets you willfully misinterpret the news media! This week: 
Choose any sentence (or the major part of a sentence) from 
any publication dated Nov. 23-Dec. 5 and invent a question 
it could answer,  as in the examples above from previous 
Questionable Journalism contests. It can be in an article or ad, 
but it should read like a sentence, not a headline. Tell us the 
name of the publication and the date and (if in print) the page 
number; for online publications, please include a link to the 
Web page. (Hmm, the “positivity” example is two sentences — 
well, that’s okay, too, as long as it’s short.)

Submit up to 25 entries at wapo.st/enter-invite-1516 (no 
capitals in the Web address). Deadline is Monday night, Dec. 
5; results appear Dec. 25  in print (delivered right down your 
chimney),, Dec. 22 online.

Winner gets the Clowning 
Achievement, our Style 
Invitational trophy. Second 
place receives — almost in 
time for Christmas — a 
Douglas fir “tree in a box” – 
and that box is a 21/2-inch 
cardboard cube. Inside the 
cube are a few seeds, a 
starter peat pot and a mini-
booklet of instructions and 
lore. If all goes right, you 
could grow a Christmas tree 
in just 7 to 10 years. Donated 
by Loser Daphne Steinberg.

Other runners-up win their choice of our “For Best Results, 
Pour Into Top End” Loser Mug or our “Whole Fools” Grossery 
Bag. Honorable mentions get one of our lusted-after Loser 
magnets, “A Small Jester of Appreciation” or “Close, but Ceci 
N’est Pas un Cigare.” First Offenders receive only a smelly tree-
shaped air “freshener” (FirStink for their first ink). See general 
contest rules and guidelines at wapo.st/inviteFAQ. The 
headline “Lettery Winners” is by Jon Gearhart; Jesse 
Frankovich wrote the honorable-mentions subhead. Join the 
lively Style Invitational Devotees group on Facebook at 
on.fb.me/invdev; follow Style Invitational Ink of the Day on 
Facebook at bit.ly/inkofday; follow @StyleInvite on Twitter 
(no check mark for us!).

 The Style Conversational: The Empress’s weekly online 
column discusses the week’s new contest and results. See 
classic Questionable Journalism winners this week at 
wapo.st/conv1516.

Treeinabox.com

Fir in the future: This week's 
2 1/2-inch second prize.


