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Diversions

B Y  G E O R G I A  N I C O L S

Happy Birthday | Sept. 4: You are talented, sensitive and charming. You appear confident to others, even bold. 
Your excellent organizational skills help you succeed at anything you do. This year is full of fresh, new beginnings. 
This means you need to stay light on your feet and be courageous. Be ready to move in new directions and explore 
new opportunities.

Moon Alert: Avoid shopping or 
important decisions from 9:30 to 
10:30 p.m. After that, the Moon 
moves from Sagittarius into 
Capricorn.

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
It’s a glorious Sunday. Do 
something different. Seek 
adventure. Travel somewhere. Talk 
to people from other cultures. Go 
someplace you’ve never been 
before. (Romance?) 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
This is a great day for family 
discussions about finances and 
inheritances. You also might 
explore redecorating possibilities 
or buy something beautiful for your 
home or a family member. It’s a 
fine time to entertain at home. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
Enjoy schmoozing with everyone. 
You will have to cooperate with 
others because the Moon is 
opposite your sign, which means 
you must go more than halfway 
when dealing with someone. 
People are charming and friendly 
today. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
This is a good day for financial 
matters, shopping and dealing with 
your personal possessions. You 
might boost your income or be 
pleased with your efforts. You 
might buy something special for a 
pet, or you might even buy a pet. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
This is a fabulous day to schmooze 
with others because fair Venus is in 
your sign dancing beautifully with 
the Moon. This will create pleasant 
feelings between you and everyone 
around you. Get out and have a 
good time. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Solitude in beautiful surroundings 
will please you. Basically, this is a 
mellow, easygoing day, and you 
value your privacy, which is why 
you will enjoy peace and quiet. 

Horoscope

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
Financial discussions will favor you. 
In fact, this is the kind of day where 
gifts, goodies and little bonuses 
might come your way. Meanwhile, 
it’s also a passionate, affectionate 
day for those of you in a romantic 
relationship.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
Enjoy the company of others, 
because Venus is opposite your 
sign sitting in your House of 
Relationships, promoting warm 
feelings with everyone. Hail fellow, 
well met. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
You will enjoy being surrounded by 
beautiful things, either at home or 
at work. You may feel lazy, which is 
why it will be tough to work hard. 
Instead, you want to relax and 
enjoy good food and good drink. 
Romance is blessed.

(Some are enjoying a secret love 
affair.) 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
Good times with friends will be an 
uplifting experience. You might feel 
protective about a loved one. You 
will enjoy hanging out with creative, 
artistic people. Even though you 
will enjoy schmoozing, you will do 
so in a low-key way. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
You feel friendly. In fact, relations 
with a boss or someone in a position 
of authority might get cozy to the 
point that a flirtatious relationship 
begins. This might be a romance. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
Travel for pleasure will totally 
delight you today, which is why this 
is the perfect day to make an effort 
to get out and go somewhere. Do 
something different. Explore your 
world. If you can’t travel far, then 
travel locally. 

“GAME FOR 
ANYTHING” BY 
GARY LARSON & 
AMY ENSZ

ACROSS
 1 Airplane __: 

cellphone setting
 5 Hefty slice
 9 Dutch semisoft 

cheese
 13 Spanish “this”
 17 Windows 

alternative
 18 Group activity 

at a Jewish 
wedding

 19 Corporate 
symbols

 21 Fireplace outlets
 22 Track 

competitions for 
nudists?

 25 Visual puzzle
 26 Figures of 

speech
 27 Nada
 28 Fragile
 30 Asian 

archipelago
 32 Cub’s home
 33 Soccer great 

nicknamed “O 
Rei”

 34 Relaxed pace
 35 Oscar winner 

Mahershala
 36 View sharer
 40 Cross-country 

competitions 
for grounds 
workers?

 42 Football 
competitions 
for Pepperidge 
Farm 
employees?

 45 __-mo replay
 46 “Star Trek” role 

for Takei and 
Cho

 47 “The Lion King” 
lion

 48 Lift
 51 The Gem State
 55 Support
 57 One who spins 

yarns?
 59 Irish-speaking 

New Age singer
 60 Secret drawer 

full of snacks, 
e.g.

 62 Fair-hiring org.
 63 Actor Kaplan or 

MLB manager 
Kapler

 66 Lifesaving skill, 
for short

 67 No-holds-barred 
competitions for 
mixed martial 
artists?

 72 __ lime pie
 73 Old geopolitical 

states: Abbr.
 74 And others, 

briefly
 75 Goes up and 

down
 76 Purina rival

 78 German-made 
camper

 81 Seat in un parc
 82 Kilt fold
 84 River through 

Paris
 85 Much loved
 87 Bridal veil trim
 91 Zip
 93 Field 

competitions for 
electricians?

 96 Baseball 
competitions 
for collectors of 
compact cars?

 101 Donkey’s bray
 102 Parka sleeve
 103 Ex-Dodger 

Hershiser
 104 Fix
 105 Nurse
 106 Emma’s “Beauty 

and the Beast” 
role

 108 Some facial 
surgeries

 110 Sky light?
 111 At work
 114 Foreword, for 

short
 115 Boxing 

competitions for 
comedians?

 120 Time 
punctuation

 121 The blahs
 122 Gutter spot
 123 Dublin’s land
 124 Again
 125 Departed
 126 Spud growth
 127 Allied flyers 

during WWII

DOWN
 1 Tight-lipped
 2 Till bill
 3 Appetite 

suppressant
 4 Uncredited 

actor
 5 FedEx, say
 6 __ Star State
 7 Crafts partner
 8 “Pshaw!”
 9 Spritelike
 10 Bratz toy
 11 Get old
 12 Longtime stage 

name of Yasiin 
Bey

 13 Conductor in a 
circuit

 14 Crosstrek 
automaker

 15 Ancient German
 16 Portfolio listings

 20 Bookcase part
 21 Workwk. end for 

some
 23 “__ a gun!”
 24 Año start
 29 Some jeans
 30 Binges
 31 Six-time MLB 

All-Star Moisés
 32 Pioneering 

cardiovascular 
surgeon

 33 Theorize
 37 Lifts
 38 “Out of Africa” 

novelist Dinesen
 39 Org. with Ducks 

and Penguins
 40 Coagulate
 41 Former 

quarterback 
Manning

 43 Persian Gulf 
emirate

 44 “Eh, either is 
fine”

 49 Jason of 
“Forgetting 
Sarah Marshall”

 50 Airport shuttle 
on rails

 52 Dried chili 
pepper

 53 Really pushes

 54 Rowboat set
 56 Makes a request
 58 Without delay
 60 Base runner’s 

ploy
 61 “You think I’m 

kidding?”
 62 Follow
 64 San Francisco 

and environs
 65 Historic British 

prep school
 67 116-Down card
 68 Trojan War god
 69 Lyft driver’s 

guess
 70 Were strongly 

felt, as emotions
 71 Ride a bike
 77 Well-suited 

London street 
name?

 79 Finely chopped
 80 Weighty 

obligation
 81 __ & Body 

Works
 83 Carol 

contraction
 86 Charlotte-to-

Raleigh dir.
 88 __ psychology
 89 PC key below 

Shift

 90 Salinger heroine
 92 Staff note
 94 African 

herbivore
 95 Beetle, briefly
 96 Santa __: West 

Coast city 
known for its 
pier

 97 Patch type
 98 Get cozy
 99 Yeshiva leader
 100 Joyous way to 

break out
 105 “Calvin and 

Hobbes” girl
 107 Upper regions 

of space
 109 Actor Hamm
 110 Wow
 111 Body wash 

brand
 112 Central church 

section
 113 Members’ 

payments
 116 Game with 

an edition for 
colorblind 
players

 117 Fixed payment
 118 Historical period
 119 Slo-mo reviewer
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Answers to last week’s puzzle.

“I OUGHTA BE IN 
PICTURES” BY 
ZACHARY DAVID 
LEVY

ACROSS
 1 Device that may 

catch a private 
remark

 7 Enemy of 
ancient Athens

 13 Comfortable
 19 First MLB player 

inducted into 
the Japanese 
Baseball Hall of 
Fame

 20 More hackneyed
 21 Unlike 

automobile 
gasoline

 22 Film remake 
about a student 
who finally finds 
the right martial 
arts teacher?

 24 Earnings
 25 Breath mints 

that contained 
Retsyn

 26 Mend
 27 Jerky spot?
 29 Goodyear city
 30 Realm from 800 

to 1806: Abbr.
 31 NASA scientist 

Geoffrey who 
won a Hugo for 
his short story 
“Falling Onto 
Mars”

 33 “Finished!”
 35 “The Coldest 

Rap” rapper
 37 Film remake 

featuring 
a spooky 
archaeological 
site?

 44 Etched art
 49 Comes up
 50 Molecule 

central to many 
vaccines

 51 Film remake 
heavy with art 
metaphors?

 53 Choice
 56 Wharton degs.
 57 __-dried 

tomatoes
 58 Lighthouse view
 60 Grounation Day 

celebrant
 61 “Affirmative”
 62 Got
 67 JD-to-be’s exam
 69 Film remake 

featuring 
broken raga 
instruments?

 75 Hue
 76 Result of 

a sincere 
compliment

 77 Vitals checker, 
briefly

 79 Speed reader?
 82 Cul-de-__

 85 “Uh-uh!”
 86 Chris of Vampire 

Weekend
 87 Magic charm
 89 Film remake that 

tries to prove 
all unmarried 
men are created 
equal?

 95 First mo.
 96 Audrey Tautou 

title role
 98 Holds dear
 99 Film remake 

featuring spa 
treatments that 
are no joke?

 103 Sign of neglect
 104 Emcee
 105 Yiddish word 

meaning “little 
town”

 108 African viper
 111 Sign on
 114 Petrol brand
 118 Region
 119 Food distribution 

giant
 121 “Leave that to 

me”
 123 Film remake 

that documents 
soapbox sites?

 126 Nod off
 127 With a keen eye
 128 “Blitzkrieg Bop” 

surname
 129 Tree decor
 130 Number with 

100 zeroes
 131 Raw bar choice

DOWN
 1 Catch
 2 Earth tone
 3 “Finished!”
 4 Visibility reducer
 5 Grammy-

nominated folk 
singer DeMent

 6 Crew leader, 
briefly

 7 “What a shame”
 8 Early tourney 

match
 9 Fashion’s __ 

Taylor
 10 Underwriter’s 

assessment
 11 Many an 

Olympic 
gymnast

 12 “Acoustic Soul” 
singer India.__

 13 Journalist Velshi 
of MSNBC

 14 Rent payer
 15 System infiltrator
 16 Litter box 

concern
 17 Exec’s note
 18 Fall setting
 20 Chinese-

American chef 
and restaurateur 
Joyce

 23 “I mean to say ... 
”

 28 Border
 31 Strauss of denim
 32 Thailand, once
 34 Extremely
 35 Funds for later 

yrs.
 36 Ore. neighbor
 38 Soft & __
 39 Guitarist Lofgren
 40 “Good to know”
 41 Novelist Leon
 42 Going past the 

fourth qtr., say
 43 Grams
 44 “Fleabag” award
 45 Poker player’s 

“pass”
 46 Grind, as teeth
 47 __ cavity
 48 NASA garb
 52 Navel type

 54 “Parks and 
Recreation” 
actor Chris

 55 Part of TTFN
 59 Besides
 62 Going up in 

smoke?
 63 Beach souvenir
 64 Sounds of 

reproach
 65 Lang. of 

Jamaica
 66 Lorna __ cookies
 68 Female sib
 70 Abbr. after many 

names
 71 Two-headed 

fastener
 72 Turbine blade
 73 Run over
 74 Strike down, 

biblically
 78 Little dogs
 79 Indian noble
 80 Middle of a Latin 

trio
 81 __ buggy
 83 Fivers
 84 Period of 

inactivity
 86 Like dry 

champagne
 88 Artists’ mecca 

near Santa Fe
 90 Spy-fi org.
 91 Coop group
 92 Sale indicator
 93 Epistle apostle
 94 Braying beast
 97 Remote button
 100 Savanna beasts
 101 Give a charge to
 102 “Sorry! Couldn’t 

resist!”
 106 Bird call
 107 Bitty
 108 Neckwear 

named for 
a British 
racecourse

 109 Tableau
 110 Conundrum
 111 Tilt
 112 Potent start?
 113 “Keep talking”
 115 Unaccompanied
 116 Rural tower
 117 After-lunch 

sandwich
 119 Crack up
 120 Sweet tubers
 122 __ Aviv
 124 Braz. neighbor
 125 In favor
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edited by rich norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

BY PAT MYERS

besides me will clean up this #$
$# kitchen! (Kevin Dopart, 
Washington)

Mt. Neverest: A goal that’s 
highly unlikely to happen. “Now 
Uncle Ernie says he’s going to 
learn fluent Navajo — there he 
goes, climbing Mt. Neverest 
again!” (Karen Lambert) 

Neighbrrr: The woman next 
door who answers your “good 
morning” with a withering stare. 
(Tom Witte) 

Oughtful: With good 
intentions, anyway. “I really 
should stop rolling my eyes every 
time my idiot boss opens his 
mouth,” Tom reflected oughtfully. 
(Jeff Contompasis, Ashburn) 

Oz-tent: A temporary “home” 
in the state where you plan to 
run for office. (Mark Raffman) 

Plodometer: My Fitbit, 
usually. (Karen Lambert) 

Starspangler: Singer with an 
unfortunate tendency to do vocal 
gymnastics during the free-and-

the-brave bit. (Steve Bremner, 
Philadelphia) 

Unsnydered: Not yet ruined. 
“Even as the tow truck hauled 
away the mangled heap of his 
once-beloved Camaro, Chad was 
already plotting how he could get 
his dad to buy him a new, 
unsnydered one.” — Every 
Commanders fan (Jerome Uher, 
Alexandria) 

And Last: Empressario: The 
manager of a company of clowns. 
(Donald Norum, Charlottesville) 

And Even Laster: Inksplain: 
“In case you don’t understand 
the humor of my entry, it’s a 
wordplay combining the Latin 
root …” (Karen Lambert) 

More honorable mentions in 
the online Invite at wapo.st/
invite1504. 

Still running — deadline also 
Monday, Sept. 12: Our contest 
for songs about food. See 
wapo.st/invite1503.

The Style Invitational

Bob Staake for The Washington Post

 To celebrate Week 1500, the 
Empress asked the Losers to think 
up new words whose letters would 
add up to 15 points in Scrabble. 

4th place:
Subpeony: The official flower 

of the Justice Department — it’s 
been in full bloom lately in 
Florida and Georgia. (Jeff 
Shirley, Richmond)

3rd place:
Vegenerates: The debased, un-

American sort who would order 
plant-based sausage at Cracker 
Barrel. (Jonathan Jensen, 
Baltimore)

2nd place and the dog butt 
coat hooks: 

QAnon: It IS 15 points — you 
counted it wrong. (Erika 
Reinfeld, Medford, Mass.)

And the winner of the 
Clowning Achievement:

Dadolescent: A husband who 
spends every damn night playing 
Nintendo with the kids. “Okay, 
hold on, they’ll get to their 
homework in a bit …” (Chris 
Doyle, Denton, Tex.)

… Lose sum:
Honorable mentions

Demoncrats: Evil, Satan-
worshiping opponents of true, 
Trump-worshiping Republicans. 
(Ward Foeller, Charlottesville)

Deppleted: What Amber 
Heard’s bank account got. (Jesse 
Frankovich, Lansing, Mich.)

Fadj: A “pilgrimage” to the 
latest hot destination. “Just 
everyone at our sorority is 
making the fadj to Cabo for 
spring break.” (Daniel Helming, 
Whitemarsh, Pa.)

Crashinals: D.C.’s baseball 
team ever since it won the 
pennant in 2019. (Frank Mann, 
Washington)

Geeze: To behave like your 
granddad. “Sheesh, 40 years old 
and he’s already starting to geeze 
about the kids’ music.” (Beverley 
Sharp, Montgomery, Ala.)

Hollerpeño: The absolutely 
hottest pepper on the Scoville 
scale. (Lee Graham, Reston)

Ivanked: Asked to do 
something you’re unqualified to 
do. “My boss totally ivanked me 
by making me represent the 
agency at the diplomatic 
symposium. What do I know, I’m 
in marketing.” (Maria Avillo, 
Bethesda, a First Offender)

Prepenting: Expressing regret 
over what you’re about to do 
anyway. “I know I’m going to get 
sick if I eat this whole Super 
Super Sundae. But you know, I 
can’t exactly take it home …” 
(Karen Lambert, Chevy Chase)

Ukrainium: A radioactive 
quagmire that’s located between 
Vladimir Putin’s ears. (Frank 
Osen, Pasadena, Calif.)

Vladimort: He-Who-Must-
Not-Be-Blamed — D.J.T. (Jesse 
Frankovich)

Beetbarf: Borscht. (Neil 
Kurland, Elkridge, Md.)

Boeberth: A measure of 
distance from a MAGA politician. 
“For your safety I’d recommend 
you stand at least 50 boeberths 
from Marjorie Taylor Greene.” 
(Stephen Dudzik, Olney)

Buoytoy: An oligarch’s yacht. 
(Beverley Sharp)

Cusstoady: Where’s Michael 
Cohen these days? (Mark 
Raffman, Reston)

Fauxn: A handy fake handheld 
that you have to “answer” when 
you’re stuck in a boring 
conversation. (Sarah Walsh, 
Rockville)

Gaysayer: Someone Ron 
DeSantis does not want to hear 
from. (Duncan Stevens, Vienna, 
Va.)

Gochya: Russian-English for 
checkmate. (Sudhir Vasudeva, 
McLean) 

Graycists: People of a certain 
age who miss the old days when 
“everyone knew their place.” 
(Dave Airozo, Silver Spring)

Gundamental: Apparently, 
the only right the Supreme Court 
believes in protecting absolutely. 
(Dave Airozo) 

Hurlhood: Your fraternity 
years. (Tom Witte, Montgomery 
Village) 

Impursonate: “She says it’s 
genuine, but I’m pretty sure it’s 
an impursonation. For one thing, 
the tag says ‘Louie Veton.’ ” 
(Michael Stein, Arlington) 

Liarbility: The penalty for 
blatant defamation. “That 
$45 million liarbility on Alex 
Jones couldn’t have happened to 
a nicer guy.” (Brian Krupp, 
Lewes, Del.) 

Lowflutin: Using a jelly jar to 
drink champagne. (Jon Ketzner, 
Cumberland, Md.) 

Moptimist: Someone who’s 
convinced that one day someone 

NEOLOG15MS: Scrabble 15-pointers

New for Week 1504: All set — 
anagram all 100 Scrabble tiles

Kansas girl with a dog,  
aided by brave companions,
journeyed up to Oz, in time
recalling the exquisite value
of red footwear.             — Scrabblegram by David Cohen about, 

well, duh (blanks are  D and O)    

The Empress was alerted recently to the marvelous Twitter 
account Scrabblegrams by Dave, Dave being physician David 
Cohen of Atlanta, who’s been posting an anagram of the entire 
Scrabble set every day — hundreds of them so far. Dave first 
encountered this daunting challenge in a 1997 contest in 
Games Magazine, in which he came up not only with a valid 
Scrabblegram, as the form had become known (not related to 
ScrabbleGrams, the Jumble-type word contest in daily papers 
including The Post), but an excellent limerick to boot — 
winning the whole contest:

 A clown jumps above a trapeze. 
Arcs over one-eighty degrees. 
 Out into mid-air, 
 Quite unaware 
Of his exiting billfold and keys. 

Then, just two years ago, Dave read an article about 
Scrabblegrams in Eric Chaikin’s blog Beyond Wordplay, 
tracing the form back to Britain in the 1970s and declaring 
Dave’s clown limerick the GOAT of the genre. And bam — Dave 
plunged in once again, “then got hooked for good.”

And so if Dave can Scrabblegram every single day on 
Twitter, the Loser Community can surely come through for 
this week’s contest: Write a Scrabblegram — an anagram of 
all 100 tiles in an English Scrabble set (your choice for the 
two blanks). Any punctuation is fine. Your writing can be a 
funny thought, a poem, a dialogue, what-evah.     
  
    Here’s how many of each letter you’ll be working with:A-9, B-
2, C-2, D-4, E-12, F-2, G-3, H-2, I-9, J-1, K-1, L-4, M-2, N-6, 
O-8, P-2, Q-1, R-6, S-4, T-6, U-4, V-2, W-2, X-1, Y-2, Z-1. Plus 
the two blanks of your choice.

There’s a fabulous — and necessary — tool for writing and 
checking your Scrabblegram, one we’ve used in previous 
anagram contests: It’s the Anagram Checker at 

wordsmith.org/anagram 
(then click on Anagram 
Checker). See this week’s 
online Invite at wapo.st/
invite1504 for a string of 
the 100 characters you can 
copy into the tool to 
compare with your own 
anagram — and if it’s 
valid, the letters will jump 
around in celebration.

Submit up to 25 entries 
(if you’re some sort of 
freaky Dave-like 
anagramming wizard) at 
wapo.st/enter-invite-
1504 (no capitals in the 
web address). Deadline is 
Monday, Sept. 12; results 
appear Oct. 2 in print, 
Sept. 29 online.

Winner gets the Clowning Achievement, our Style 
Invitational trophy. Second place receives a charming Yoda-
head pail with handle, suitable for trick-or-treating, as a little 
planter, or as an excellent handbag for your more whimsical 
cocktail parties. Donated by Daphne Steinberg.

Other runners-up win their choice of our “For Best Results, 
Pour Into Top End” Loser Mug or our “Whole Fools” Grossery 
Bag. Honorable mentions get one of our lusted-after Loser 
magnets, “A Small Jester of Appreciation” or “Close, but Ceci 
N’est Pas un Cigare.” First Offenders receive only a smelly tree-
shaped air “freshener” (FirStink for their first ink). See general 
contest rules and guidelines at wapo.st/inviteFAQ. The headline 
“Neolog15ms” is by Kevin Dopart; Tom Witte wrote the 
honorable-mentions subhead. Loser David Smith alerted the 
Empress to Scrabblegrams by Dave on Twitter. Join the lively 
Style Invitational Devotees group on Facebook at on.fb.me/
invdev; “like” the Style Invitational Ink of the Day on Facebook 
at bit.ly/inkofday; and follow @StyleInvite on Twitter.

The Style Conversational: The Empress’s weekly online 
column discusses each new contest and set of results. See this 
week’s at wapo.st/conv1504.

Second prize this pail is, 
sporting the E's Christmas 
cactus.


