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Diversions

friends.
Moon Alert: There are no 
restrictions to shopping or 
important decisions. The Moon is 
in Sagittarius.

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
Although this is a pleasant day at 
home, especially entertaining 
others, you might feel restricted 
financially. Or perhaps something 
that you own will create some 
challenges. Fortunately, this is 
nothing you can’t handle. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
Tread carefully. The good news is, 
relations with others are warm 
and friendly. People are mutually 
sympathetic. However, the bad 
news is that someone in authority 
might rain on your parade or make 
things difficult for you. Be patient 
and polite. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
This is a favorable day for financial 
matters. If shopping, you will be 
inclined to buy beautiful, luxurious 
items. Meanwhile, something 
going on behind the scenes could 
be problematic. Do be aware of 
this. If something looks like it 
could be a problem, don’t dismiss 
it. Look at it. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
Today is a mixed bag, but it’s a 
pleasant, positive day. 
Nevertheless, a friend or a group 
might not go along with your 
ideas. Someone might even say 
something that confirms your 
worst suspicions about yourself. 
Don’t listen to this. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
You feel happy and content with 
your world today, which is why this 
can be a lovely day for you. 
However, someone in a position of 
authority might block something 
that you want to do. Go with the 
flow and accommodate this as 
well as you can. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
This is a mellow day dealing with 
friends and members of groups. 

B Y  G E O R G I A  N I C O L S

 Happy Birthday | Aug. 7: Justice and fair play are important to you because you have ethical values. You are 
generous and benevolent to others. You are also entertaining and friendly. This year, it’s time to enjoy life. Seek 
opportunities to entertain and socialize with others. Find ways to express your creativity. Get in touch with old 

Horoscope

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
Fair Venus opposite your sign 
guarantees warm relations with 
spouses, partners and friends 
now. However, romantic 
relationships, sports events and 
dealings with children might 
create some challenges. Oh well, 
nothing is perfect. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
To keep the peace, be patient with 
family members today, especially 
authority figures, because they 
might be grumpy or critical of you. 
This might mean that you are 
quietly angered but feel you can’t 
speak up. Escape. Do something 
different. Get away from this. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
Don’t be pushy or coercive when 
dealing with others, because you 
might be tempted to do so, 
especially if you have the law on 
your side. A sense of authority 
may embolden you to be rude or 
critical. Why do this? Life is easier 
when you get along with everyone. 

However, travel plans could be 
difficult. Possibly, rules and 
regulations or something in the 
news or the media will hold you 
back or prevent you from doing 
something you want. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
You look good to others. This 
might help you when dealing with 
others if you have disputes about 
shared property or shared 
responsibilities. Someone you 
encounter might be stubborn. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
Tread carefully, because someone 
close to you might try to block your 
plans. Meanwhile, opportunities to 
travel for pleasure exist. Could this 
be the escape you need? 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
The Moon is in your sign; 
furthermore, the position of Venus 
can attract benefits, favors and 
even money to you. However, 
those of you at work might 
encounter resistance to your 
ideas. Therefore, proceed slowly 
and cautiously. Believe in yourself. 

“REBOOTS” 
BY MICHAEL 
SCHLOSSBERG

ACROSS
 1 Wild hog
 5 Latish lunch hr.
 10 Place for “me 

time”
 13 Inflame with love
 19 Atlanta Hawks 

arena until 1997
 20 Cause of in-flight 

turbulence
 22 “__ Bovary”
 23 Show about 

monks who form 
a rock group?

 25 Show about 
Alfred E. 
Neuman and 
company?

 26 Start
 27 Comedian 

Mandel
 28 Consecrate
 29 Charming 

person?
 34 “Who here hath 

__ these two 
days buried”: 
“Romeo and 
Juliet”

 36 “Queer Eye” 
grooming expert 
Jonathan Van __

 37 Show about 
some St. Louis 
sluggers and 
their fixer-upper?

 41 “Fiddlesticks!”
 43 Lhasa __
 44 Tea party 

attendee
 45 Highway 

scofflaw
 48 Old dietary std.
 51 Physicist Nikola
 53 Delta deposit
 55 Show about 

a mom-and-
pop neckwear 
business?

 57 Sign up
 59 Ceremonial pile
 61 Clog front
 62 Letters of 

urgency
 63 Gal
 65 NBA 

Commissioner 
Silver

 67 Muted colors
 70 Show about 

mug shot 
photography?

 75 Fitness coach
 76 City near Tahoe
 77 Foil kin
 78 Cal’s twin, in a 

Steinbeck novel
 79 Ortiz of “Ugly 

Betty”
 81 Storage tower
 83 Pats gently
 88 Show about a 

village and its 
mountain lion 
problem?

 92 Actress Merrill
 94 Old-school
 95 Hooting bird
 96 Tiny garden 

planting
 98 Attic pests
 100 Exploit
 101 Uneven do
 102 Show about a 

red sock, a blue 
sock, and the 
love they found 
in the dryer?

 105 One-word 
warning

 108 Black shade
 111 Loses 

enthusiasm
 112 “Ooh! There!”
 114 Zenith’s opposite
 116 Go off-script
 120 Show about 

a school pep 
squad?

 121 Show about 
Quaker Oats, 
Mikey, and the 
partnership that 
changed cereal 
forever?

 126 Sniggler’s trap
 127 Network 

announcement

 128 Facility
 129 Declines
 130 Yang counterpart
 131 Give some 

space
 132 Deliver by 

parachute

DOWN
 1 Former wrestling 

star __ Brazil
 2 Muscat’s 

sultanate
 3 Writers Patchett 

and Brashares
 4 Goes it alone
 5 Dolt
 6 Tip for a writer
 7 Make a typo, 

say
 8 HMO alternative
 9 May honoree
 10 Distort, as data
 11 Danger
 12 Utterly lost
 13 Name that 

means “God is 
with us”

 14 Flatbread 
served with 
tandoori chicken

 15 Bells and 
whistles

 16 First lady after 
Bess

 17 Signs
 18 Uses for a fee
 21 Guitar Hero 

combinations
 24 Native 

Nebraskan
 30 Baton
 31 Heads of 

cabbage, for 
short?

 32 Celestial event
 33 Come from 

behind
 35 The Shins’ genre
 37 Not fancy
 38 Double-click, 

say
 39 Cold War letters
 40 Beach bottle 

letters
 42 Attempt
 46 Wonderland 

cake message
 47 Punk offshoot
 48 Ascended
 49 Passed out
 50 Nile vipers
 52 __ wrench
 54 Sports page 

news
 56 Name on four 

British art 
galleries

 58 Use a surgical 
beam

 60 Idyllic spots
 64 Battlefield board 

game
 66 Elude
 68 Copied
 69 Makeup mishap
 70 Shape hidden in 

the FedEx logo
 71 Fauvist painter 

Dufy
 72 Key holder
 73 Southern 

inflection
 74 November 

meteor shower
 75 __ Tuesday
 80 Silent assent
 82 Spanish citrus 

fruit
 84 Discombobulated
 85 Fitbit unit
 86 Asian lake 

memorialized by 
UNESCO

 87 Pledge drive 
freebie

 89 Volcanic debris
 90 Is affected by
 91 Volleyball court 

divider
 93 Electrically 

flexible
 97 Economy
 99 Earth-friendly 

prefix
 101 Brews
 103 Continental 

travel pass
 104 Snowman in 

“Frozen”
 105 Chops up
 106 “Straight Outta 

Compton” actor 
__ Jackson Jr.

 107 Bruins legend 
Cam

 109 On edge
 110 “Chicago Hope” 

Emmy winner
 113 Wrinkle remover
 115 Faculty head
 117 Perjurer
 118 “In that case ... ”
 119 [The light’s 

green!]
 122 Cedar Rapids 

college
 123 Blast letters
 124 Bro or sis
 125 Tribute in verse
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“AL-ADDIN’” BY 
SCOTT HOGAN 
& CHRISTINA 
IVERSON

ACROSS
 1 Blast that 

may invert an 
umbrella

 5 Float on the 
breeze

 9 Soft “Hey, you!”
 13 Golf course 

rentals
 18 To no __: 

fruitlessly
 20 Actress Fisher 

who writes 
the “Marge in 
Charge” kids’ 
books

 21 Raise
 22 Mythical hunter
 23 Extremely harsh 

bubbly?
 26 Gossipy sort
 27 Terse
 28 Sandra’s 

“Speed” co-star
 29 Toy on display, 

say
 31 __ contact
 32 “SNL” alum 

Gasteyer
 33 Sprain soother
 34 __ noire
 35 Enjoy a long 

career as a 
telegraph 
operator?

 43 First, second, or 
third place

 46 Kick off
 47 Nonetheless
 48 Place for a stud
 49 Italian fashion 

giant
 52 Minute Maid 

brand
 53 “Mice love it to 

death” brand
 55 “Hey-o!”
 56 To catch some 

rays or to sleep 
every day until 
noon, e.g.?

 59 Deliberate
 60 Yukon 

automaker
 61 Target Field 

player
 62 “Barefoot 

Contessa” host 
Garten

 63 Cast a ballot
 64 Chatter
 65 Income from 

Birkenstock 
investments?

 69 __ deco
 72 Item often 

adorned with 
feathers

 73 Item often 
adorned with 
feathers

 74 “It makes sense 
now”

 75 Apt name for a 

lawn care expert
 76 “Word on the 

street is ... ”
 79 Chef’s job?
 83 Dull, in a way
 84 Salsa option
 85 Fútbol cheer
 86 Angioplasty 

implants
 87 Italian wine 

region
 88 Triumphed
 89 Entire range
 91 Misplace
 92 Trying a new 

brand of 
ointment?

 98 Bilingual cartoon 
explorer

 99 Become unsafe 
to eat

 100 Tarnish
 101 Umami source, 

briefly
 104 Intimate __
 107 Utterly unskilled
 110 Graffiti tag seen 

in Springfield
 112 __ shot
 113 Annual gala 

held on April 
15?

 116 For this reason

 117 Commotion
 118 Left dreamland
 119 Christopher of 

“Superman”
 120 Makes less strict
 121 Enlightened 

sounds
 122 Places to feel 

kneaded?
 123 Flower holder

DOWN
 1 Iowa wrestling 

legend Dan
 2 Sunlamp 

danger, briefly
 3 Hollandaise, 

e.g.
 4 Bandleader 

Puente
 5 Book of 

Shadows 
readers

 6 Louisville 
Slugger wood

 7 Criticism
 8 Far from daring
 9 Ride proudly
 10 Fluid transitions
 11 __ Antonio
 12 “Fantastique!”
 13 South Dakota’s 

state animal

 14 “Anyone else 
around?”

 15 Marmalade 
chunk

 16 “Rosanna” band
 17 Catch
 19 Maui neighbor
 24 CNN’s “This Is 

Life With Lisa 
__”

 25 Put on a coat
 30 Weight
 35 Special ops 

acronym
 36 Within reach
 37 Non-clerical
 38 Porpoise kin
 39 Rhône city
 40 Scarf (down)
 41 Willing partner
 42 Banner __
 43 Like some pants
 44 Enticing smell
 45 Loud slap
 50 On the fence
 51 Toward the 

center
 53 Bedrock pet
 54 Beehive oven 

input
 55 Stressful spot
 57 Hollywood 

crosser

 58 __ pool
 59 Apple gadgets
 63 See 79-Down
 66 Genesis brother
 67 Laundry basket 

measure
 68 Roster 

submitted to an 
umpire

 69 __ acid
 70 Turnips and 

parsnips
 71 On edge
 72 Salsa, for one
 76 Apple that 

comes in seven 
colors

 77 Leftovers dish
 78 “At Last” singer 

James
 79 With 63-Down, 

priceless 
porcelain piece

 80 Nanny __
 81 Muppet host of 

“The Not-Too-
Late Show”

 82 Giveaway at the 
poker table

 84 Painting that 
reportedly has 
its own Louvre 
mailbox

 88 Hidden mic
 89 “Don’t let those 

people escape!”
 90 Durable watches
 93 Ravines
 94 “Lucifer” actress 

Helfer
 95 Accolades
 96 38-Down 

offspring
 97 Shady place
 101 Mascot Hall of 

Fame inductee 
from Queens

 102 Fend (off)
 103 Clay creature of 

Jewish folklore
 104 Tennis legend 

Arthur
 105 Courtroom entry
 106 ATM codes
 108 Church 

supporters?
 109 Mostly 

removable roof
 111 Mars counterpart
 114 To the __ 

degree
 115 Handle letters?
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Cat hair and borscht are tied 
for the two worst aspects of 
finding cat hair in your borscht. 
(Daniel Galef, Jacksonville, Fla.)

Cat hair is like a worn-out 
toothbrush in that it’s been in 
my mouth way too much. (Sam 
Mertens, Silver Spring)

8 percent inflation and being 
back at the office: Yay, we’re all 
getting 8 percent raises! . . . 
Aren’t we? Hello? (Pam Sher-
meyer, Lathrup Village, Mich.)

8 percent inflation can make 
your money worthless; a period-
tracking app can keep your 
honey birthless. (Gary Crockett, 
Chevy Chase)

A hypersonic missile vs. a 
terrible SNL sketch: Both end 
with a bomb, but the sketch takes 
forever to get there. (John 
Hutchins, Silver Spring)

Being back at the office vs. a 
period-tracking app: Some folks 
eagerly count the days until the 
office holiday party; some folks 
nervously count the days after it. 
(Barbara Turner, Takoma Park)

Being back at the office is like 
a worn-out toothbrush: It’s not 
so bad when you’re used to it, but 
coming back to it after two 
years? Gross. (Michie March, 
Ellicott City, a First Offender)

Being back at the office vs. 
the recurring exam dream: In 
both cases you’re baffled and 
have no idea what you’re doing 
there, but in the dream you’re 
more prepared. (Karen Lambert)

A period-tracking app and a 
flushable wipe: If you don’t use 
the former, you may soon be 

using more of the latter. (Frank 
Osen, Pasadena, Calif.)

A worn-out toothbrush: The 
bristles overused. Cat hair: The 
Bissell’s overused. (Chris Doyle)

A flushable wipe vs. borscht: 
One can clog your pipes, the 
other can clog your pipes. (Pam 
Shermeyer)

Cat hair and Old Bay: I’d 
rather season my food with the 
former. — G. Weingarten, 
Washington (Jeff Contompasis, 
Ashburn)

8 percent inflation: What 
you’ve earned is worth less. A 
Style Invitational second prize: 
What you’ve earned is worthless. 
(Jesse Frankovich)

A worn-out toothbrush and a 
Style Invitational second prize: 
There’s a market on eBay for the 
toothbrush. (Mike Gips, 
Bethesda; Leif Picoult)

A flushable wipe vs. a Style 
Invitational second prize: The 
wipe was designed to be to be 
flushed down a toilet. (Frank 
Osen)

The recurring exam dream, a 
hypersonic missile, 8 percent 
inflation, Elon Musk, and six 
Supreme Court Justices: The 
first is the only nightmare on the 
list that you can wake up from. 
(Michael Stein, Arlington)

More honorable mentions at 
wapo.st/invite1500.

Still running — deadline 
Monday night, Aug. 8: Our 
caption contest for any of four 
Bob Staake cartoons. See 
wapo.st/invite1499. 

The Style Invitational

bob staake for The Washington Post

BY PAT MYERS

Week 1496 was the latest 
installment of our contest in 
which the Empress posts a list of 
wacky items and the Losers say 
what’s similar or different about 
any two (or more). Numerous 
entries noted that 8 percent 
inflation and a banned book 
both result in high interest.

4th place:
The recurring exam dream is 

like 8 percent inflation: Both 
might culminate in a failed 
midterm. (Steve Smith, Potomac)

3rd place:
8 percent inflation and six 

Supreme Court justices: Things 
wouldn’t be so bad if we could 
just get it down to three or four. 
(Hannah Seidel, Alexandria)

2nd place and the pack of 
Face Coasters: 

A hypersonic missile and six 
Supreme Court justices: Look 
what I have in my pocket! — 
D.J.T., Mar-a-Lago, Fla. (Mark 
Raffman, Reston)

And the winner of the 
Clowning Achievement:

A hypersonic missile vs. a 
banned book: You can open-
carry the missile in Texas. 
(Kevin Dopart, Washington)

SHAME DIFFERENCE:
Honorable mentions

A flushable wipe and six 
Supreme Court justices: They’re 
both up in my business. (Deb 
Stewart, Damascus)

Six Supreme Court justices 
vs. a worn-out toothbrush: Only 
the justices will control your 
cavities. (Kevin Dopart)

A flushable wipe and a 
romance novel: They both bring 
a flush to the cheeks! (Katherine 
Schaepman, Locust Grove, Va., a 
First Offender)

A banned book vs. a romance 
novel: At a D.C. bookstore, you 
ask for one of these in a whisper 
while looking over your shoul-
der, and the other is part of a big 
“read a banned book” display. 
(Karen Lambert, Chevy Chase)

Cat hair and a romance 
novel: Lots of nasty stuff on the 
furniture. (Jesse Frankovich, 
Lansing, Mich.)

8 percent inflation and Old 
Bay: They’ve both been added 
lately to every item in the grocery 
store. (Ben Aronin, Washington)

A magnetometer can detect 
the presence of a gun in the 
lobby. Six Supreme Court 
justices are a present to the gun 
lobby. (Lee Graham, Reston)

A magnetometer and six 
Supreme Court justices: Both 
are out to monitor what’s in your 
pants. (Ira Allen, Bethesda)

A romance novel vs. the LIV 
golf tour: In the novel, he gives 
his heart; in the other, he sells his 
soul. (Frank Mann, Washington)

A period-tracking app: Think 
“Mrs. Flo.” A banned book: 
Think “Mr. Fla.” (Kevin Dopart)

A terrible SNL sketch: “Did 
they really have to go there?” 
Being back at the office: “Did I 
really have to come here?” (Eric 
Nelkin, Silver Spring)

Six Supreme Court justices 
vs. 8 percent inflation: With the 
first, it’s bye-bye Roe; with the 
second, bye-bye Joe. (Chris 
Doyle, Denton, Tex.)

How are six Supreme Court 
justices like flushable wipes . . . 
Hey, has anybody seen my copy 
of the Constitution? (John 
Amberg, Alexandria)

Six Supreme Court justices 
vs. 8 percent inflation: The first 
did away with precedent; the 
second may do away with a 
president. (Jonathan Jensen, 
Baltimore)

The recurring exam dream 
and six Supreme Court justices: 
Both have taken many of us back 
over 50 years. (Chris Doyle)

A hypersonic missile and the 
LIV golf tour: One is a costly 
project for ICBMs and the other 
is a costly project for icy MBS. 
(Gregory Huyck, Frederick)

In a romance novel, nobody 
suffers from 8 percent inflation. 
(Aaron Olszewski, Silver Spring)

A romance novel vs. cat hair: 
One involves mattresses and the 
other involves cat tresses. (Leif 
Picoult, Rockville)

Being back at the office vs. 
Elon Musk In one, you’re a bitter 
sitter; the other’s a Twitter 
quitter. (John Glenn, Tyler, Tex.)

A banned book and a period-
tracking app: The app contains 
material that the State of 
Mississippi would find valuable. 
(Mark Raffman)

A banned book: Likely to be 
forbidden; Six Supreme Court 
Justices: Unlikely to be for 
Biden. (Beverley Sharp, 
Montgomery, Ala.)

Yuxtapositions: Compare/contrast ink

Style Invitational Week 1500: 
These go to 15

PIZA (3 + 1 + 10 + 1): What you get when the Domino’s guy 
tipped over his bag on the way to your house.

ZOOB: A co-worker who doesn’t get videoconference 
etiquette. “And then he took over the screen just to show he’d 
solved today’s Wordle in 3! What a zoob.”

CAFFOON: Someone who’s constantly spilling the coffee or 
leaving the pot on too long.

UNCAWTH: What it is when you don’t invite your 
colleagues to your cocaine orgies.

Astonishingly, The Washington Post has seen fit to publish 
1,500 weeks of The Style Invitational — which means the 
Empress is 98 weeks more astonished than when she ran this 
same sort of contest for Week 1402. This week: Make up a 
word or phrase whose Scrabble letter values add up to 
exactly 15 (no blanks!) and define it, as in the examples above; 
“Piza” is by Our Own Bob Staake, and the rest are from Invite 
Obsessive Duncan Stevens, who rightly figured that the E had 
totally forgotten Week 1402. Your single word may not be 
eligible for English-language Scrabble; to check, just type in 
the word at scrabble.merriam.com to make sure it’s not valid. 
As with all our neologism contests, you’re welcome to use your 
word in a funny sentence to make your entry funnier, and you 
are not welcome to use your word in one that doesn’t. And 
remember, we’re not playing Scrabble, so feel free to, say, use 
three B’s even though there are only two in a Scrabble set, and 
it doesn’t matter if your long word would end up on two 
double-point squares on the board. Just count the points, 
okay?

Scrabble letter values:  A, E, I, O, U, L, N, S, T, R, 1 point: 
  D, G, 2 points;       B, C, M, P, 3 points;     F, H, V, W, Y, 4 points; 
K, 5 points;    J, X, 8 points;  Q, Z, 10 points.

Submit up to 25 entries at wapo.st/enter-invite-1500 (no 
capitals in the Web address). Deadline is Monday night, 
Aug. 15; results appear Sept. 4 in print, Sept. 1 online.

Winner gets the Clowning 
Achievement, our Style 
Invitational trophy. Second 
place receives a pair of sturdy 
bright blue coat hooks in a 
handsome dog butt motif; we 
believe they’re from the wags at 
Ikea. Donated by Loser Daphne 
Steinberg.

Other runners-up win their 
choice of our “For Best Results, 
Pour Into Top End” Loser Mug 
or our “Whole Fools” Grossery 
Bag. Honorable mentions get 

one of our lusted-after Loser magnets, “A Small Jester of 
Appreciation” or “Close, but Ceci N’est Pas un Cigare.” First 
Offenders receive only a smelly tree-shaped air “freshener” 
(FirStink for their first ink). See general contest rules and 
guidelines at wapo.st/inviteFAQ. The headline 
“Yuxtapositions” is by Jesse Frankovich; Jeff Contompasis 
wrote the honorable-mentions subhead. Join the lively Style 
Invitational Devotees group on Facebook at on.fb.me/invdev; 
“like” the Style Invitational Ink of the Day on Facebook at 
bit.ly/inkofday; and follow @StyleInvite on Twitter.

 The Style Conversational: The Empress’s weekly online 
column discusses each new contest and set of results. See this 
week’s at wapo.st/conv1500. 

Perfect for hanging a 
leash — or a tailcoat. 
This week’s 2nd prize.


