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Diversions

B Y  G E O R G I A  N I C O L S

Happy Birthday | April 24: You are a practical person who appears to have a casual, relaxed attitude toward 
life. You are determined and focused. Family is very important to you. You know that with patience you can 
accomplish what you want. This year is about reflection and looking inward — a time of learning and teaching.

Moon Alert: Avoid shopping or 
important decisions after 8 p.m. 
The Moon is in Aquarius.

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
You might be at odds with a group 
or a friend about financial 
matters. Or this dispute could 
relate to your own possessions. 
You might not settle this today. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
Abraham Maslow said, “If the only 
tool you have is a hammer, you 
tend to see every problem as a 
nail.” This is relevant because 
there’s a lot of Eeyore thinking 
going on. Hey, things are not as 
bad as they seem. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
Bad news in the media might get 
to you. Sometimes it’s wise to take 
a break from the news. It’s good to 
be informed, but it’s also good to 
stay in a positive frame of mind. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
This is a poor day for a serious 
discussion about inheritances, 
how to share something or how to 
deal with jointly owned property, 
because people will be 
entrenched in their point of view. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
People are inclined to see why 
something can’t be done instead 
of looking for ways that it can be 
done. One is pessimistic, while the 
other is hopeful and optimistic. 
Pessimism is rampant today. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
Avoid controversial subjects today 
because these discussions will go 
south in a New York minute. 
People expect the worst. They 
refuse to see outside the box. 
Heavy criticism can promote 
depression. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
Don’t be upset about finances, 
inheritances, taxes or debt, 

because things look worse than 
they are. If you believe in fairies, 
clap your hands.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
Take the high road in discussions 
with partners and close friends, 
because it will be easy to fall into 
negativity and criticism. 
Remember your long-term 
objective. Cherish this 
relationship. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
Cooperate with work colleagues, 
because it’s easy to be critical. 
Dale Carnegie said, “Any fool can 
criticize, condemn and complain, 
but it takes character and self-
control to be understanding and 
forgiving.” Avoid the naysayers. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
Parents must resist the urge to 
criticize their kids. Likewise, 

Horoscope

romantic partners also must resist 
being critical. Goethe said, 
“Correction does much, but 
encouragement does more.” Chill 
out. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
To keep peace and harmony at 
home, resist your urge to speak 
negatively or to criticize someone. 
Don’t find reasons things can’t be 
done. Instead, explore reasons 
things might be done. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
Today it’s easy to be down on 
yourself. When you feel negative, 
you feel victimized. “I’m never the 
one chosen,” or “I’m always the 
last to know.” 

“IN RE” By 
JEFFREY 
WECHSLER

ACROSS
	 1	 Beat decisively
	 5	 Evoke an 

“Eww!,” maybe
	 13	 Venetian 

Renaissance 
painter

	 19	 He played 
Klaatu in “The 
Day the Earth 
Stood Still” 
(2008)

	 20	 Inferior accom-
modations

	 21	 Common cone 
color

	 22	 All caps in an 
angry blog?

	 24	 Glutinous
	 25	 Christmas in 

Rome
	 26	 Etna output
	 27	 Nonsense
	 29	 Artist friend of 

Dalí
	 30	 They usually 

have frames
	 32	 “Untoward 

behavior shall 
call for appro-
priate counter-
measures,” 
e.g.?

	 36	 Trig function
	 37	 Word with tax or 

L.A.
	 41	 __ martini
	 42	 Put away
	 43	 Fruity, so to 

speak
	 44	 Absorbs, with 

“up”
	 46	 Barfly
	 47	 Wiseacre mom 

and dad?
	 53	 Hider’s hissed 

revelation
	 55	 Biblical spy
	 56	 Means
	 59	 Skilled at 

painting, say
	 63	 Type of dog 

that does 
origami?

	 69	 Perjurious 
testimony

	 70	 81-Down friend
	 71	 Astonish
	 72	 23rd Greek 

letter
	 73	 Capital NNW of 

Copenhagen
	 74	 Farsi editor’s 

mark?
	 77	 Submit a 

crossword, say
	 79	 Nytol competitor
	 80	 “I’m not __ brag, 

but ... ”
	 81	 Urban park 

snack snitcher
	 84	 Finishing touch 

for foppish 
painters?

	 92	 __ roll
	 93	 Long-running 

CBS drama
	 96	 Nose-wrinkling
	 97	 Prov. bordering 

four Great Lakes
	 98	 Formicidae 

family member
	 99	 Mourns
	100	 Meat serving
	104	 1932 

presidential 
election victory?

	108	 Fixed function
	110	 Gator relative
	111	 White team
	112	 Shout
	115	 Heat units
	116	 “Tear down this 

wall!” speaker
	118	 Hush-hush 

lamasery topic?
	122	 Keep going
	123	 Higher than 

normal, maybe
	124	 Cal State city
	125	 Joust 

participants
	126	 Sticks in drinks
	127	 Brings together

DOWN
	 1	 U.S. peak 

officially 

renamed in 
2015

	 2	 Palm used in 
furniture

	 3	 Angst
	 4	 Rounded, knotty 

tree growths
	 5	 Follower of 

Mao?
	 6	 “__ girl!”
	 7	 Congressional 

mtg.
	 8	 Worker with 

mice
	 9	 Go left instead 

of right, say
	 10	 One inspiring 

PDAs
	 11	 “F Troop” 

corporal played 
by Larry Storch

	 12	 Musicians’ 
garage 
creations, 
maybe

	 13	 “Mazel __!”
	 14	 “Fighting” 

Indiana team
	 15	 It’s shocking
	 16	 Go up
	 17	 Washer 

component
	 18	 “Spider-Man” 

reporter __ 
Leeds

	 19	 Board members 
who might 
become mated?

	 23	 Supplies order 
phrase

	 28	 Beginner
	 31	 Ivory, for one
	 32	 Viking great 

Tarkenton
	 33	 No. 2
	 34	 Entering, as data
	 35	 Head of France
	 38	 Significant 

archaeological 
find

	 39	 Long-nosed fish
	 40	 Boise-to-Fargo 

dir.
	 45	 Brush off
	 47	 Make a killing 

on, in a way
	 48	 Skyler’s sister on 

“Breaking Bad”
	 49	 Redo
	 50	 Come out with 

a more current 
version of

	 51	 “Chad” network
	 52	 “A pity”
	 54	 Most any Disney 

princess

	 57	 Ones often seen 
in restricted 
lounges

	 58	 Massachusetts 
motto starter

	 60	 Sleeper, for one
	 61	 Electrolysis 

products
	 62	 Pixar film set in 

Mexico
	 63	 Distant
	 64	 Need to pay
	 65	 Permit
	 66	 Fragrant 

compound
	 67	 Top names
	 68	 Prohibition 

words
	 75	 Privy to
	 76	 Concert piece
	 78	 Pt. of an age 

calculation
	 81	 Storied bear
	 82	 Unworldly
	 83	 PepsiCo sports 

beverage
	 85	 1970 Kinks hit
	 86	 Driver of “BlacK-

kKlansman”
	 87	 Dot follower?
	 88	 Choler
	 89	 Prefix with event 

or issue

	 90	 Nerve
	 91	 Valuable things
	 94	 Swing voters: 

Abbr.
	 95	 Lightning 

simulators
	100	 Yuletide display
	101	 Really awful
	102	 Early Mexicans
	103	 Basil-and-pine-

nuts sauce
	105	 Lauren Hutton 

has been on its 
cover 26 times

	106	 Modern greeting
	107	 Rejoice
	109	 “Superman & 

Lois” network
	112	 Burn a bit
	113	 Solemn event
	114	  Belgian river
	116	 Hi-__ image
	117	 Video game 

letters
	119	 Agnus __
	120	 Binge-watcher’s 

device
	121	 Ideal NFL drive 

endings
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“EXTRA SPECIAL” 
By CHRISTINA 
IVERSON

ACROSS
	 1	 Paulson of 

“American 
Crime Story”

	 6	 Remove one’s 
name from, as 
on Facebook

	 11	 __ one’s time
	 15	 Ooze
	 19	 Steered
	 20	 Ma Rainey 

player Davis
	 21	 Ones in wool 

coats
	 22	 Muscle car rod
	 23	 Holiday-themed 

minifigures in 
LEGO Advent 
calendars?

	 25	 __ bean
	 26	 Muscle car roof
	 27	 Like Zippo 

lighters and 
Maglite 
flashlights

	 28	 Not for keeps
	 30	 Major reversals
	 32	 Whole Foods 

section
	 34	 Leaves off
	 36	 Pulitzer-winning 

Glass
	 37	 Club kin
	 40	 Formal com-

plaints about a 
sommelier’s rec-
ommendations?

	 47	 “I’m all __!”
	 49	 “Kiss Me 

Deadly” singer 
Ford

	 50	 __ Vogue
	 51	 TV pioneer
	 52	 “You’re not 

allowed to feel 
that way!,” e.g.?

	 58	 “__ Eleven”: 
Emily St. John 
Mandel novel

	 60	 Furniture wood
	 61	 Bite
	 63	 Tierra en el mar
	 64	 Post, as on a 

bulletin board
	 67	 Gold unit
	 69	 Photo filter
	 70	 Tale of the hora?
	 74	 Wasn’t well
	 76	 Ball of the Bulls
	 77	 Post-workout 

indulgence
	 78	 Subj. for Elinor 

Ostrom and 
Emily Oster

	 79	 Walks loudly
	 82	 Five cents
	 86	 Mosaic piece
	 90	 Surfer’s dream?
	 93	 Born
	 94	 Hershey candy 

in gold foil

	 96	 Skiing aid
	 97	 Arcade name
	 98	 Way to manage 

the study of 
Ceres and 
Vesta?

	105	 __ de crème
	106	 Cheer for un gol
	107	 Vowel-rich first 

guess in Wordle
	108	 Growing concern
	110	 Plant pests
	113	 Did the tango
	116	 Wet floor?
	120	 Print maker
	121	 “Spring forward” 

unit
	123	 Pretty but 

ineffective 
dressing?

	126	 Apple variety
	127	 “Blackfish” killer 

whale
	128	 Soap that floats
	129	 Co-founder of 

A.A., familiarly
	130	 Metal bands?
	131	 Sturdy trees
	132	 Like flourless 

cake

	133	 Naturally 
powered 
elevator?

DOWN
	 1	 California 

sch. near the 
Mexican border

	 2	 Vishnu’s quartet
	 3	 Wander
	 4	 Meeting place 

for a H.S. film 
club

	 5	 Prevented from 
being on time

	 6	 Grape, in 
Spanish

	 7	 Diarist Anaïs
	 8	 “Africa” band
	 9	 “Doom Patrol” 

actor Tudyk
	 10	 Fixture in some 

patio firepits
	 11	 “Hey now, that’s 

unreasonable!”
	 12	 “Gimme!”
	 13	 Actor Patel
	 14	 Genesis twin
	 15	 Planet with 53 

named moons

	 16	 Bacon 
specification

	 17	 North Carolina 
college town

	 18	 Spices (up)
	 24	 Ward with 

awards
	 29	 “Egad,” like, way 

updated
	 31	 Disney princess 

voiced by Anika 
Noni Rose

	 33	 Pottery oven
	 35	 Understands
	 37	 Suds
	 38	 Gold fabric
	 39	 Stepped
	 41	 Clear (of)
	 42	 Thing
	 43	 Second start?
	 44	 One seeing 

Spots?
	 45	 Gut bacteria
	 46	 Yemen 

metropolis
	 48	 Dublin’s St. __ 

Green
	 53	 Epic featuring 

Paris
	 54	 Old Dodge

	 55	 Trying
	 56	 Morales of 

“Ozark”
	 57	 Oscar winner 

Laura
	 59	 Closet 

organizers
	 62	 Gets behind
	 65	 Short address
	 66	 All in favor
	 68	 PreCheck org.
	 69	 Justice 

Sotomayor
	 70	 Very relatable
	 71	 Not behind
	 72	 Hilfiger rival
	 73	 Ditty
	 74	 Insurance giant
	 75	 Fruity frozen 

drinks
	 80	 “__ Loves 

Mambo”
	 81	 Schedule 

opening
	 83	 Stay fresh
	 84	 Therefore
	 85	 Test with logic 

games
	 87	 Blundered
	 88	 Kanga’s kid

	 89	 Shawkat of 
“Arrested 
Development”

	 91	 Civil rights 
initialism

	 92	 Coral habitat
	 95	 Idiosyncratic sort
	 99	 Privileged few
	100	 Twinkly toppers
	101	 Kylo of the “Star 

Wars” sequels
	102	 Geometry giant
	103	 Org. that sent 

Juno to Jupiter
	104	 Fashionable
	109	 Sierra __
	110	 Natural hairstyle
	111	 Penniless
	112	 “Amscray!”
	114	 Roof trim
	115	 Mousetrap brand
	117	 Dad, in Chinese
	118	 Challenges on 

the field
	119	 Burden for many 

students
	122	 British singer 

Rita
	124	 Trauma ctrs.
	125	 “Later, gator”
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body from Renaissance era to 
today: They turned into bones! 
(Coleman Glenn, Huntingdon 
Valley, Pa.) 

Giving a fresh listen to 
Grammy contenders: Picky 
parents hold second round of 
interviews for surrogate nana 
(Sarah Walsh, Rockville) 

I-395 drivers do stupid 
things, and he has the tape: 
Man speeds after speeders while 
holding his camera out the 
window (Jon Gearhart, Des 
Moines) 

If Biden Is Frustrated With 
Garland, It’s His Own Darn 
Fault:  He could have taken down 
White House Christmas 
decorations himself, critics say 
(Jon Grantham, Fairfax) 

Hunter admits to killing 
nearby family’s beloved dog: 
Bannon touts new Biden rumor 
(Frank Osen, Pasadena, Calif.) 

It’s Pride Week in Austin 
schools. The Texas AG says 
that’s illegal: Envy, lust, gluttony 
remain lawful, AG assures 
supporters (Karen Lambert, 
Chevy Chase) 

Jim Jordan prods GOP 
colleagues to consider 
impeaching Biden: Other R’s 
refuse because ‘Biden is not 
really president’ (Steve Leifer, 
Potomac) 

LA County sheriff shoots his 
mouth off again: Will be 
assigned desk duty after second 
hospital stay (Jonathan Jensen, 
Baltimore) 

Michigan squeaks past 
surprising South Dakota: Big 
tectonic shift in Midwest re-
ported (Roy Ashley, Washington) 

More houses of worship are 
reopening, but attendance is 
flat: Deacons fill empty pews 
with leftover cardboard cutouts 
(Jon Gearhart) 

PM Update: Cool but 
generally pleasant this 
weekend: Boris Johnson 
subdued but amiable following 

difficult workweek (Jeff Shirley, 
Richmond) 

Private jets multiply in the 
skies: Mile High Club no longer 
restricted to humans (Marli 
Melton, Carmel Valley, Calif.) 

Racks can make things 
easier, until it’s time to clean: 
‘When I’m scrubbin’ that floor, 
woo-ee, I tip right over!’ Dolly 
Parton says (Roxi Slemp, 
Bariloche, Argentina) 

Russia accused of breaking 
promise: Duh. (Dave Prevar, 
Annapolis) 

Russians possibly sick: ‘Ya 
think?’ says head of cancer ward 
at Mariupol Children’s Hospital 
(Don Norum, Charlottesville) 

Schools nationwide are 
quietly removing books from 
their libraries: ‘Big deal that the 
censors followed our noise 
rules!’ says outraged librarian 
(Ryan Martinez) 

She was a candidate to lead 
Levi’s. Then she started 
tweeting: When she built a nest 
on her desk, they pressed her to 
see professional help (Bird 
Waring, Larchmont, N.Y.) 

Key Youngkin adviser is paid 
by political firms, not state: 
Republicans praise governor’s 
efforts to control state spending 
(Jerry Birchmore, Springfield) 

Sink or swim: Fla. Gov. 
DeSantis signs witch trial bill 
(Kevin Dopart) 

Trump is losing his grip on 
the GOP: Little fingers blamed 
(Stephanie Smilay, Takoma 
Park, a First Offender) 

Smith’s slap shows he’s not 
perfect: Analysts: he could have 
used more thumb, better follow-
through (Duncan Stevens) 

More honorable mentions  at 
wapo.st/invite1485.

Still running — deadline 
Monday night, April 25 — tell 
us a sentence you can use in two 
given places, like the gym and 
the hairstylist’s. See wapo.st/
invite1484.

The Style Invitational

Bob Staake/illustration for The Washington Post

BY PAT MYERS

Week 1481 was our peren-
nial Mess With Our Heads 
contest, in which readers chose 
a headline from any publication   
and reinterpreted it by adding a 
bank head, or subtitle. Among 
the 1,400 submissions, the Post 
head “Trump Probably Broke 
Law, Judge Finds”    brought 
many bank heads like “Pope 
Probably Catholic,” “Sun 
Probably Rose in East Today.”  

4th place:
Post headline: At age 101, he 

finally got his high school 
diploma
Bank head: Plans gap year; 
parents skeptical (Milo Sauer, 
Fairfax) 

3rd place:
‘My goal, ultimately, is to get 

eyeballs’:  Our exclusive 
interview with Mr. Potato Head 
(Barbara Turner, Takoma Park) 

2nd place and the dancing 
Hillary Clinton doll:

Catholic University names 
president: ‘Biden, duh’ (Sam 
Mertens, Silver Spring) 

And the winner of the 
Clowning Achievement:

Surveillance Video Captures 
Man Throwing Rock Through 
Two Windows 
Slapped comedian just keeps 
getting assaulted (Bill Dorner, 
Indianapolis)

LIGHTHEADED:
Honorable mentions

Date Lab: It wasn’t what she 
expected: Lots more panting 
and barking, for one thing 
(Duncan Stevens, Vienna) 

At age 101, he finally got his 
high school diploma: Postal 
Service apologizes for delay 
(Ryan Martinez, Takoma Park) 

How to get a husband to stop 
and listen: Taser unveils new 
marketing slogan (Allen 
Haywood, Washington) 

Looking at trees isn’t the only 
way to mark the National 
Cherry Blossom Festival: But 
keep your zipper up anyway 
(Kevin Dopart, Washington) 

‘For God’s sake, this man 
cannot remain in power’: ‘I’m 
doing my best,’ sputters Kroger 
bagger after Shopper Karen 
outburst (Michael Cohen, 
Greenbelt) 

10 women who have made 
history so far in 2022: 
Squeezing them all into one 
article gives us space for real 
news (Hannah Seidel, 
Alexandria) 

97% had visibly reduced lines 
in one week [face cream ad]: Ga. 
reports great success in shrink-
ing turnout at polls (Beverley 
Sharp, Montgomery, Ala.) 

Are we ready for another 
wave? Queen says she will 
venture out again next week. 
(Mark Raffman, Reston) 

Art Briles steps down as 
Grambling’s offensive 
coordinator days after being 
hired: ‘I don’t get it — I thought 
I was being really offensive’ 
(John Hutchins, Silver Spring) 

Birth of a Final Four: ‘No 
more kids!’ vows mother of 
quadruplets (Terry Lewis, 
Springfield, a First Offender) 

Bowser eyes bike and bus 
expansion: ‘With the size of 
today’s butts, we’ve gotta have 
bigger seats,’ D.C. mayor says 
(Craig Dykstra, Centreville) 

Bowser plans $10 million 
effort to support Black home-
ownership in city: Hopes to 
expand program to cover four  
homes next year (Allen 
Haywood) 

Brain implant allows fully 
paralyzed patient to 
communicate: First 
communication is with billing 
department (Paul Frantz, San 
Francisco, a First Offender) 

Clarence Thomas has some 
good advice for his wife: 
Explains how self-destructing 
message apps work (Karen 
Golden, Prince Frederick, Md.) 

Congressman Madison 
Cawthorn under fire over 
claims of DC drugs and orgies: 
‘Why weren’t we invited?’ 
demand GOP leaders (Steve 
Benko, Southport, Conn.; Ken 
Bredemeier, Fairfax Station, a 
First Offender) 

D.C. plans spike in traffic 
cameras that issue fines: 
Speeders’ tires will be punished 
instantly by sharp-tipped 
projectile (Jeff Contompasis, 
Ashburn) 

Examination shows how 
deeply Cruz was involved: 
Trump colonoscopy shows ‘clear 
nose print,’ physician says (Mark 
Raffman) 

Getty exhibition features 
amazing depictions of human 

Head fakes:  Reinterpreting headlines

 New for Week 1485: Switchcraft — 
transpose two letters in a word 

Switch the L and D in LEMONADE and you get DEMON 
ALE: What made Billy and Susie’s curbside stand sell out in 
20 minutes.

BETTY GARBLE:  Famed pin-up model with great legs, not 
so great a voice. 

ACT OF DOG: Does your homeowner’s policy cover 
shredded furniture?

This week’s contest was suggested by 21-time  Loser Jeff 
Rackow, who reminded the Empress of her goof in February 
when she announced the Week 1474 contest as “Week 1744,” 
and suggested that she at least get a contest out of it. This 
week: Switch the positions of two letters within a word, 
name, title or phrase, then describe the result, as in Jeff ’s 
“Lemonade/demon ale” example and the others above. (Oh, I 
guess you could transpose numbers as well. What the heck.) 
As  with all our neologism contests, feel free to include a funny 
sentence showing how your term could be used, since other 
Losers might think of the same word, and because we want 
readers to laugh, you know?

Submit up to 25 entries at wapo.st/enter-invite1485 (note 
no space before the number). Deadline is Monday, May 2; 
results appear May 22 in print, May 19 online.   (See this week’s 

entry form or Style 
Conversational for how 
to format entries.)

Winner gets the 
Clowning Achievement, 
our Style Invitational 
trophy. Second place 
receives a pair of 
adorable Racing Nuns: 
Rev up the wheels on the 
bottom, toy-car-style, and 
send the mini-sisters 
sweeping gracefully 
down the hallway. They 
even have cute freckles 
beneath their wimples. 
Donated by Loser Charlie 

Hummel, whose family had “given up Nun Racing for Lent.”
Other runners-up win their choice of our “For Best Results, 

Pour Into Top End” Loser Mug or our “Whole Fools” Grossery 
Bag. Honorable mentions get one of our lusted-after Loser 
magnets, “A Small Jester of Appreciation” or “Close, but Ceci 
N’est Pas un Cigare.” First Offenders receive only a smelly tree-
shaped air “freshener” (FirStink for their first ink). See general 
contest rules and guidelines at wapo.st/inviteFAQ. The 
headline “Head Fakes” was submitted by both Jesse 
Frankovich and Tom Witte; Dave Prevar wrote the honorable-
mentions subhead. Join the lively Style Invitational Devotees 
group on Facebook at on.fb.me/invdev. 

The Style Conversational: The Empress’s weekly online 
column discusses each new contest and set of results. See this 
week’s, at wapo.st/conv1485.

Rev. ’em up: Two-inch-tall 
Racing Nuns on wheels, this 
week’s second prize.


