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Answers to last week’s puzzle below.

because something unpredictable 
could impact these areas in your 
life. Guard your money and your 
possessions, because you might 
encounter financial surprises. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
Today the Moon is in your sign at 
odds with unpredictable Uranus. 
This could bring about some 
surprises when dealing with close 
friends, partners and spouses. 
People might be rebellious. You 
might want more freedom. It’s a 
tricky day. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
This is a restless day for you because 
unexpected events might throw you 
a curveball. Expect detours related 
to your work. Something unexpected 
might relate to your pet or even your 
health today. Be vigilant and ready 
to respond. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
You might encounter a new friend or 

B Y  G E O R G I A  N I C O L S

Happy Birthday | April 17: You are high-spirited with an excellent sense of humor. Your inner strength helps you 
overcome obstacles. You take your responsibilities seriously. This year it’s time to take inventory and let go of people, 
places and whatever is no longer relevant in your life. Clear the decks for a new year next year.

Moon Alert: There are no restrictions to shopping or important decisions today. The Moon is in Scorpio.

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
You experience financial surprises. 
Everything is up in the air regarding 
cash flow, earnings and your 
possessions. For example, you 
might find money or you might lose 
money. Protect what you own 
against loss, theft or damage. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
This is an exciting, fast day. 
Communications with others will be 
stimulating! Thinking patterns are 
rapid, and your intuition is active. 
You will have inventive, original 
ideas and suggestions. Why not 
write them down? 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
Today your ruler Mercury is lined up 
with unpredictable Uranus, which 
will create a busy feeling within you. 
You might jump to conclusions. 
Avoid rash behavior. Be like the wise 
carpenter: Measure twice, cut once. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
Parents should be extra vigilant 
about their kids today, because this 
is an accident-prone day. 
Meanwhile, an upset with a friend is 
likely. (This is also a rocky day for 
romance.) Social plans might 
change, possibly a lovely invitation. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
This is a poor day to make your pitch 
to the boss or ask for permission or 
approval, because interactions with 
authority figures are completely 
unpredictable. Things could go 
south in a New York minute. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
Today you will might encounter new 
faces and see new places. Travel 
plans might suddenly change. 
Unexpected news about higher 
education, publishing or the media 
is likely. A surprise that is related to 
medicine and the law also might 
occur. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
Double-check issues related to 
banking, shared property, 
inheritances or insurance disputes, 

Horoscope

someone who is unusual today. Or 
possibly a friend or a member of a 
group will do something that 
surprises you. You might learn new 
information about a group that you 
did not suspect. Keep your eyes 
open. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
Relations with bosses, parents and 
the police are unpredictable today. 
For starters, something unexpected 
might take place at home. Small 
appliances might break down or a 
minor breakage could occur. 
Someone unexpected might appear 
at your door. Get dressed. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
You might have to take a sudden trip 
today. Or possibly a scheduled trip 
will be canceled. Travel plans are 
unpredictable. Likewise, legal and 
medical matters are up for grabs. 
Because this is a mildly accident-
prone day for you, pay attention to 
everything you say and do. 

“ASSEMBLING THE 
PARTS” By PAUL 
COULTER

ACROSS
 1 Fruit stand buys
 7 One way to be 

taken
 12 Behavioral 

Analysis Unit’s 
org.

 15 Govt. loan 
agency

 18 Mountains of __: 
Genesis locale

 19 Bar offering
 20 Heros, to some
 22 “Might I suggest 

... ” + “Since 
you mentioned 
it ... ” = “I’ll be 
darned!”

 24 Superior
 25 Wasn’t present?
 26 Violent protester
 27 Car jackers?
 28 Irish moonshine
 30 Honest about 

+ “L’chaim!” = 
Realistic

 32 Netted, say
 34 Kennel club 

designation
 36 Angers
 37 Cliffside 

dwelling
 38 Defense 

secretary under 
Nixon

 39 Dear
 40 DOD intel arm
 43 Approached old 

age + Ready to 
sail = Joined the 
cause

 46 Archaeological 
site

 48 Noticed
 50 “__ ideas?”
 51 Phone 

downloads
 52 Irritates
 53 Studied for a 

job?
 54 Google find
 56 Lite
 57 Have credit 

from
 58 __ male
 61 Yell + Bent on 

getting = Need 
urgently

 65 Western __
 66 Super Bowl LVI 

champ
 67 Some wedding 

guests
 68 Snacks, say
 70 Biting
 71 One may 

become a cliché
 72 Raise
 74 High point
 77 Marsh growths
 78 Brief “Out of the 

question”
 79 Sergeant’s order 

+ Type of skate 
= Get with the 
program

 82 AOL alternative
 83 __ Elton John
 84 Morally instruct
 86 The Mick 

succeeded 
him as Yankee 
center fielder

 87 Letters after 
many a 
general’s name

 89 Full force
 90 Experts
 91 Patronize + 

Comfortable = 
Kind of parent

 94 Rouses
 96 Changeable 

type
 97 Thingamabob
 100 “Goddess of 

Pop”
 103 Hardly promising
 104 Cede + Pitching 

style = Climbing 
method

 106 Writers like O. 
Henry

 107 Aquatic mammal
 108 Beltway 

environs
 109 Writer
 110 Rehab hurdle
 111 Crystal-lined 

rock
 112 “Stagecoach” 

and “High 
Noon”

DOWN
 1 When repeated, 

a fish
 2 Winged figure of 

myth
 3 Celebration with 

a tent, maybe
 4 Handel bars
 5 Apt grab rhyme
 6 Put away for 

later
 7 __ Clinton, 

historic English 
village that lent 
its name to a 
sports car

 8 Joke victim
 9 “A Hard Road to 

Glory” author
 10 Rent for fishing, 

say
 11 Do-it-yourselfer’s 

purchase

 12 Disagreements
 13 Mountain West 

river named for 
sheep

 14 Clinton said he 
didn’t do it

 15 Printing flourish
 16 Actor Dern
 17 Nile serpents
 20 Indian butter
 21 Patron saint of 

France
 23 Risky turn, 

maybe
 27 __ pie
 29 Frosh, probably
 31 Writes a new 

version of
 32 It’s a long story
 33 Brightly colored
 34 Hopping 

targets?
 35 Clear (of)
 38 Common cat 

seat
 39 Well aware of
 40 Japanese-

American
 41 Take care of
 42 Extra feature
 44 Dugout rack 

item

 45 Crude gp.?
 47 “Aim High” 

federal org.
 48 Merit badge 

earner
 49 Little men in the 

front row
 52 Delivery 

assignment
 54 Dig find
 55 Sonnet line 

quintet
 56 Like some 

bonds
 58 Auto option
 59 Velcro 

alternative
 60 Groom with a 

bill
 62 “M*A*S*H” 

corporal
 63 Chinese 

currency
 64 Authentic
 69 “Exodus” hero
 71 Crucial trials
 72 “Cast Away” 

escape vehicle
 73 Nevada copper 

town
 74 Vacation rental 

option

 75 “... roasting __ 
open fire”

 76 Cello parts
 79 Flipper
 80 Sask. neighbor
 81 Online customer 

service option
 83 Least fresh
 85 Deadline
 87 Asian noodle 

dish
 88 Lens cover
 89 French word of 

approval
 90 Managed
 91 Jersey __
 92 Hit lightly
 93 “Bonanza” 

brother
 94 Really dig
 95 Sound file suffix
 96 China problem
 98 Able to see right 

through
 99 Had too much, 

briefly
 101 Fed. power dept.
 102 Old food label 

figs.
 104 Keep every one 

of
 105 TV pioneer
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“IN RE” By 
JEFFREY 
WECHSLER

ACROSS
 1 Beat decisively
 5 Evoke an 

“Eww!,” maybe
 13 Venetian 

Renaissance 
painter

 19 He played 
Klaatu in “The 
Day the Earth 
Stood Still” 
(2008)

 20 Inferior accom-
modations

 21 Common cone 
color

 22 All caps in an 
angry blog?

 24 Glutinous
 25 Christmas in 

Rome
 26 Etna output
 27 Nonsense
 29 Artist friend of 

Dalí
 30 They usually 

have frames
 32 “Untoward 

behavior shall 
call for appro-
priate counter-
measures,” 
e.g.?

 36 Trig function
 37 Word with tax or 

L.A.
 41 __ martini
 42 Put away
 43 Fruity, so to 

speak
 44 Absorbs, with 

“up”
 46 Barfly
 47 Wiseacre mom 

and dad?
 53 Hider’s hissed 

revelation
 55 Biblical spy
 56 Means
 59 Skilled at 

painting, say
 63 Type of dog 

that does 
origami?

 69 Perjurious 
testimony

 70 81-Down friend
 71 Astonish
 72 23rd Greek 

letter
 73 Capital NNW of 

Copenhagen
 74 Farsi editor’s 

mark?
 77 Submit a 

crossword, say
 79 Nytol competitor
 80 “I’m not __ brag, 

but ... ”
 81 Urban park 

snack snitcher
 84 Finishing touch 

for foppish 
painters?

 92 __ roll
 93 Long-running 

CBS drama
 96 Nose-wrinkling
 97 Prov. bordering 

four Great Lakes
 98 Formicidae 

family member
 99 Mourns
 100 Meat serving
 104 1932 

presidential 
election victory?

 108 Fixed function
 110 Gator relative
 111 White team
 112 Shout
 115 Heat units
 116 “Tear down this 

wall!” speaker
 118 Hush-hush 

lamasery topic?
 122 Keep going
 123 Higher than 

normal, maybe
 124 Cal State city
 125 Joust 

participants
 126 Sticks in drinks
 127 Brings together

DOWN
 1 U.S. peak 

officially 

renamed in 
2015

 2 Palm used in 
furniture

 3 Angst
 4 Rounded, knotty 

tree growths
 5 Follower of 

Mao?
 6 “__ girl!”
 7 Congressional 

mtg.
 8 Worker with 

mice
 9 Go left instead 

of right, say
 10 One inspiring 

PDAs
 11 “F Troop” 

corporal played 
by Larry Storch

 12 Musicians’ 
garage 
creations, 
maybe

 13 “Mazel __!”
 14 “Fighting” 

Indiana team
 15 It’s shocking
 16 Go up
 17 Washer 

component
 18 “Spider-Man” 

reporter __ 
Leeds

 19 Board members 
who might 
become mated?

 23 Supplies order 
phrase

 28 Beginner
 31 Ivory, for one
 32 Viking great 

Tarkenton
 33 No. 2
 34 Entering, as data
 35 Head of France
 38 Significant 

archaeological 
find

 39 Long-nosed fish
 40 Boise-to-Fargo 

dir.
 45 Brush off
 47 Make a killing 

on, in a way
 48 Skyler’s sister on 

“Breaking Bad”
 49 Redo
 50 Come out with 

a more current 
version of

 51 “Chad” network
 52 “A pity”
 54 Most any Disney 

princess

 57 Ones often seen 
in restricted 
lounges

 58 Massachusetts 
motto starter

 60 Sleeper, for one
 61 Electrolysis 

products
 62 Pixar film set in 

Mexico
 63 Distant
 64 Need to pay
 65 Permit
 66 Fragrant 

compound
 67 Top names
 68 Prohibition 

words
 75 Privy to
 76 Concert piece
 78 Pt. of an age 

calculation
 81 Storied bear
 82 Unworldly
 83 PepsiCo sports 

beverage
 85 1970 Kinks hit
 86 Driver of “BlacK-

kKlansman”
 87 Dot follower?
 88 Choler
 89 Prefix with event 

or issue

 90 Nerve
 91 Valuable things
 94 Swing voters: 

Abbr.
 95 Lightning 

simulators
 100 Yuletide display
 101 Really awful
 102 Early Mexicans
 103 Basil-and-pine-

nuts sauce
 105 Lauren Hutton 

has been on its 
cover 26 times

 106 Modern greeting
 107 Rejoice
 109 “Superman & 

Lois” network
 112 Burn a bit
 113 Solemn event
 114  Belgian river
 116 Hi-__ image
 117 Video game 

letters
 119 Agnus __
 120 Binge-watcher’s 

device
 121 Ideal NFL drive 

endings
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run on Mont Blanc. (J. Larry 
Schott, West Plains, Mo.)

Hardhaw (a plant):  A laugh 
that could shatter plexiglass. 
(Lawrence McGuire, Waldorf)

Impanate (contained in 
bread):  To reshape a cartoon 
character’s head with a skillet. 
“Oof, Popeye got impanated bad 
— good thing his head popped 
back into place 10 seconds later.” 
(Milo Sauer, Fairfax)

Jusson (pertaining to 
commands): Rearranging. “I 
caught my son jusson himself 20 
or 30 times last week.” (Jon 
Gearhart, Des Moines)

Knowperts (a plant): 
Commentators who say “I’m no 
expert, but . . .” meaning, “There 
is no doubt in my mind that . . .” 
or “Why should that stop me?” 
(Coleman Glenn)

Limbeck (a distilling 
apparatus): Conspiracy claptrap 
inspired by right-wing radio 
hosts. “Her texts to Mark 
Meadows were rife with 
limbeck.” (Jeff Rackow, Bethesda)

Lushburg (an old coin): A 
neighborhood of heavy drinkers 
who live within stumbling 
distance of one another. (Leslie 
Atkin, Kensington, a First 
Offender)

Lushburg: A tiny principality 
that produces the most wine per 
capita in the world, but doesn’t 
export any. (Ira Allen, Bethesda)

Lushburg: A neighborhood 
known for its expensive 
landscaping. “I thought it would 
be nice and quiet when I moved 
to the lushburg, but all I hear are 
leaf blowers from dawn to dusk!” 

(Hannah Seidel, Alexandria)
Lushburg: Where life is easy. 

“Pemmican Point, Alaska, ain’t 
exactly Lushburg.” (Jonathan 
Jensen)

Mesonoxian (relating to 
midnight): This miracle 
supplement will prevent middle 
age — and old age as well! — Dr. 
Oz (Dottie Gray, Alexandria)

Sprauchle (move clumsily): 
The second-person masculine 
past imperative form of whatever 
it was Zarathustra did. (Lynda 
Hoover, Shepherdstown, W.Va.)

Stoach (to trample): Ryanair’s 
new ticket class where you can 
fly half-price by stuffing yourself 
into an overhead bin. (Donald 
Norum, Charlottesville; Ryan 
Martinez, Takoma Park)

Sweven (a dream or vision): A 
bad answer to “Just how many 
drinks have you had?” (Daniel 
Galef, Tallahassee)

Wayzgoose: GPS 
enhancement that pinches you 
in the butt when you make a 
wrong turn. (Fred Shuback, 
Silver Spring)

Wayzgoose: Someone who 
blindly follows the GPS. “When 
Siri said to turn right, the 
wayzgoose drove off the bridge.” 
(Bird Waring; Sam Mertens, 
Silver Spring)

And Last: Cag-mag (inferior 
meat): The “Crappy Alternative 
Gift” Loser magnet. (Beverley 
Sharp)

Still running — deadline 
Monday night, April 18: Our big 
annual foal-name wordplay 
contest. See wapo.st/invite1483. 

The Style Invitational

BY PAT MYERS

In Week 1480 the Empress 
once again dug up some obscure 
words at random from the 
Oxford English Dictionary and 
asked the Loser Community to 
totally make up definitions for 
them. 

4th place:
Anglewitch (actually fishing 

bait): A homemade doll hung in 
Scandinavian bathrooms, 
traditionally believed to bring 
improved aim to males in the 
family. (Frank Osen, Pasadena, 
Calif.)

3rd place:
Eftersoons (meaning soon 

after): Illusory upcoming time 
periods in which people will 
“hang out,” “do lunch” or “get the 
kids together.” (Danielle Nowlin, 
Fairfax Station)

2nd place and the electronic 
‘easy’ button:

Wayzgoose (a printers’ 
festival): The 12-mile GPS detour 
around a traffic backup that 
cleared up in two minutes.  
(Allan Zackowitz, Brookeville)

And the winner of the 
Clowning Achievement:

Lushburg (antique coin from 
Luxembourg): A village so full of 
drunks, they have a Town 
Teetotaler. (Frank Mann, 
Washington)

N’OED:
Honorable mentions

Agonistarch (trainer for 
ancient athletic games): That 
piece of bagel that gets stuck 
halfway down your gullet. 
“Gaack, I need a glass of water; I 
have an agonistarch!” (Jenny 
Epel Muller, Cold Spring, N.Y., a 
First Offender) 

Agonistarch: What laundries 
put on dress shirt collars because 
neckties aren’t uncomfortable 
enough. (Gary Crockett, Chevy 
Chase; Diane Lucitt, Ellicott City)

Agruw (to shudder in horror): 
To quarrel when inebriated. 
“How come every time I come 
home at 2 a.m. we get into an 
agruwment?” (Byron Miller, 
Cobble Hill, B.C.) 

Anglewitch: Picasso’s 
Halloween costume. (Frank 
Mann) 

Batie-bummil (a lazy fellow, a 
fool): Elizabethan term for a 
spanking. “Hearken, churl; mind 
thy comportment, else thou shalt 
endure a most grievous batie-
bummil!” (Beverley Sharp, 
Montgomery, Ala.)

Battologist (one who keeps 
repeating oneself): A self-
proclaimed military expert. “My 
parents sent me away to military 
school, so now I’m a better 
battologist than any general 
alive. None of them will even 
play Risk with me, I’m so good.” 
(Bird Waring, Larchmont, N.Y.)

Bawrel (a kind of hawk): To 
take out a loan in the Deep 
South. (Frank Mann) 

Cotty (entangled, matted): A 
sleep-in outhouse. “I booked Joe 
Manchin’s cotty in West Virginia 
for just $25 a night — found it on 
Darebnb.” (Kevin Dopart, 
Washington)

Cotty: The gist of many a one-
star mattress review. (John 
McCooey, Rehoboth Beach, Del.)

Doob (a type of grass): Unit of 
tempo in a Sinatra song: “Frank 
sang ‘Strangers in the Night’ at 
67 doobs per minute.” (Steve 
Bremner, Philadelphia)

Fankle (to entangle): To annoy 
a team’s followers. “You’ve 
renamed the WFT what? Oh, 
that’s gonna fankle.” (Duncan 
Stevens, Vienna, Va.) 

Fankle: To go to your team’s 
away game and irritate the home 
crowd. “Those Eagles people 
sure know how to fankle the 
season ticket holders at FedEx — 
no wonder they’re the only ones 
left in the fourth quarter.” (Dave 
Prevar, Annapolis) 

Fankle: An air-conditioned 
sock, high-tech sportswear still 
in beta: “The smell wafting from 
Jim’s fankles cleared the theater.” 
(Frank Osen) 

Fistmeal (the width of a fist): 
What Chris Rock and Will Smith 
went out for after the Oscars. 
(Jonathan Jensen, Baltimore) 

Fladge (a broad piece of 
something): An Old Glory pin 
worn to display self-proclaimed 
patriotism. “CPAC requires 
conference attendees to wear 
their fladges at all times.” (Steve 
Smith, Potomac) 

Fladge: Sludge from Florida. 
“DeSantis is as slimy as 
Okeechobee fladge.” (Bill Dorner, 
Indianapolis) 

Galp (to gape or yawn): 
Exclamation often heard at the 
top of the double black diamond 

Jokabulary: Old words, fake meanings

New contest for Week 1484:
 Two ways about it 

Something you might say at the gym AND at the 
hairstylist: “Look how much I can curl!”

Something you might say in elementary school AND at 
the hairstylist: “WHAT are you doing with those scissors?”

Something that might be said in elementary school AND 
at the Jan. 6 committee hearings: “And if he asked you to 
jump off the bridge, would you do that too?”

Here’s another run of a double-entendre contest we did in 
2019, with all new categories except for an encore of “at the 
hairstylist” and that ever-popular “in bed.” This week: What’s 
something (printable) you could say in two — or more — of 
these situations:

In bed 
       In elementary school
  At a religious service
  At a gas station
  At the gym
  At the hairstylist
  To a telemarketer
  On a hike
  During a Supreme Court session
  To the Jan. 6 committee

Submit up to 25 entries at wapo.st/enter-invite-1484 (no 
capitals in the Web address). See the entry form or The Style 
Conversational for how to format entries. Deadline is Monday, 
April 25; results appear May 15 in print, May 12 online.

Winner gets the Clowning Achievement, our Style 
Invitational trophy. Second place receives a vintage My Cup 
Punneth Over mug, one of our nicest runner-up prizes ever, 

one of 144 that were 
made in 2011. This 
particular one was 
regifted by Loser Howard 
Walderman (he’s 
decluttering), who’d 
snared it for his third-
place bank headline in 
Week 987. Like all our 
Loser mugs, this hefty 15-
ouncer was designed by 
Our Own Bob Staake.

Other runners-up win 
their choice of our “For 
Best Results, Pour Into 
Top End” Loser Mug or 
our “Whole Fools” 
Grossery Bag. Honorable 
mentions get one of our 
lusted-after Loser 

magnets, “A Small Jester of Appreciation” or “Close, but Ceci 
N’est Pas un Cigare.” First Offenders receive only a smelly tree-
shaped air “freshener” (FirStink for their first ink). See general 
contest rules and guidelines at wapo.st/inviteFAQ. The 
headline “Jokabulary” is by Jon Gearhart; Kevin Dopart wrote 
the honorable-mentions subhead. Join the lively Style 
Invitational Devotees group on Facebook at on.fb.me/invdev; 
“like” the Style Invitational Ink of the Day on Facebook at 
bit.ly/inkofday; and follow @StyleInvite on Twitter.

The Style Conversational: The Empress’s weekly online 
column discusses each new contest and set of results. See this 
week’s, published late Thursday, April 14, at wapo.st/
conv1484.

We giveth over this vintage 
2011 Loser Mug as this week’s 
second prize.

Bob Staake/illustration for The Washington Post


