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DON’T GO BreAKING MY HEART:  
Clarice’s song in “The Silence of 
the Lambs: The Musical.” (Jerry 
Birchmore, Springfield) 

DISCo INFERNO: Burn, baby, burn! 
An ode to back pain. (Madelyn 
Rosenberg, Arlington) 

FOR-BIDdEN FRUIT: The Peach 
State turns blue. (Frank Osen) 

BOOGIE WOOGIE BUGle BOY: 
Swingin’ theme for “Metamor-

phosis: The Movie.” (Rob Huffman) 

DING-DONG! THE WITch IS DEAD: 
The headline on the eventual final 
column of The Style Invitational 
(Chris Doyle) 

Many more honorable mentions in the 
online Invite at wapo.st/invite1413. 

Still running — deadline Monday 
night, Dec. 7: our contest for 
anagrams of a title or line of a 
song. See wapo.st/invite1412.  

The Style Invitational

Diversions

By  Pat Myers

In Week 1409 the Empress asked 
the Losers to drop one or more 
letters from the middle of a song 
title. Half a dozen people offered 
EVERY BreATH YOU TAKE — “I’ll 
be washing you”; numerous 
others suggested YESterDAY — 
“every day in the Trump White 
House.” 

4th place:
DON’T LET ME dOWN: John 
Lennon’s little-known first song to 
contain the lyric “Imagine no 
possessions . . .”
(Stephen Litterst, Newark, Del.)   

3rd place:
SleIGH RIDE: A song about the 
long drive home after Thanksgiving 
dinner with the in-laws. 
(Steve Smith, Potomac) 

2nd place and the game 
What’s That Smell?:
I’M SO EXcITED:  “I’m about to lose 
control, and I don’t like it.” — You 
Know Who
(Mark Raffman, Reston)  

And the winner of the 
Clowning Achievement:
MArGAritaville:
“Don’t know the reasons
We chose this Four Seasons —
Since when have they had a horse 
manure aisle? 
But I can’t be moody 
’Cause my name is Rudy
And I also came here to sell you a 
pile.” (Frank Osen, Pasadena, Calif.)

Deck the Ha(ll)s: Shortened song titles

 Submit up to 25 entries at wapo.st/enter-invite-
1413 (no capitals in the Web address).  Deadline is 
Monday, Dec. 14; results  appear Jan. 3 in print, Dec. 31 
online.   

Winner gets the Clowning Achievement,  the new  
Style Invitational trophy that we introduce today.  The 
sorry-faced bozo replaces the Lose Cannon, which got its 
name from a Trumply spelled Trump tweet about Hillary 
Clinton; like its inspiration, it’s been with us since 2017 
and we’d think it’s high time to put it behind us. There 
will be only 100 Clowning Achievements, since that’s how 
many “retired” little clown heads the Empress was able to 
score from some craft shop’s online clearance sale. Based 
on an idea by Loser Kevin Dopart.

Second place wins a box of Clamdy Canes — yup, 
clam-flavored candy canes. They’re a holly jolly yucky 
ucky greige and white. Donated by Loser Edward Gordon. 

       Other runners-up win their choice of our “For Best 
Results, Pour Into Top End” Loser Mug or our “Whole 
Fools” Grossery Bag. Honorable mentions get one of our  
lusted-after Loser magnets, “No ’Bility” or 
“Punderachiever.” First Offenders receive only a smelly 
tree-shaped air “freshener” (FirStink for their first ink). 
See general contest rules and guidelines at wapo.st/
InvRules. The headline “Deck the Ha(ll)s” is by Jeff 
Contompasis; Tom Witte wrote   the honorable-mentions 
subhead.   Join the lively Style Invitational Devotees group 
on Facebook at on.fb.me/invdev; “like” the Style 
Invitational Ink of the Day on Facebook at bit.ly/
inkofday;  and follow @StyleInvite on Twitter.

The Style Conversational: The Empress’s weekly 
online column discusses each new contest and set of 
results. See this week’s at wapo.st/conv1413. 

New “You’re Invited” podcast episode: An 
interview with  Hall of Fame Loser Jeff Contompasis, who 
tells how he changed his Invite approach after getting no 
ink for eight years.   See bit.ly/invite-podcast. 

Answers to last week’s puzzle below.

a comrade direct anger in a 
constructive way. Choose 
associates with discretion. A sense 
of humor and the art of pleasant 
conversation will be the keys to 
entering a new social circle. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Today accents your social reputation. 
Competitors can be a source of 
inspiration. Stay informed about new 
developments in your field of 
expertise. Take time to release 
stress and overcome anxiety. Old 
resentments will melt away. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
You want to win every competition 
today. Study and travel will be 
important. Your cleverness and 
eloquence enable you to find the 
quickest route to fulfillment. You 
feel very proud and good about 
yourself. 

B Y  M A D A L Y N  A S L A N

HAPPY BIRTHDAY | Dec. 6: Perceptive, pragmatic and optimistic, you’re so capable that you succeed in a year 
where others find only challenges. You do even better in 2022. If single, you are picky in your choices, and this 
year you don’t find anyone who matches up to your standards. If attached, you’re both devoted and practical and 
help your partner as much as he or she helps you. Libra tries to make life beautiful.

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
Today sets the stage for serious 
commitments and a cycle of 
meaningful creativity, and it brings 
a burst of artistic energy. A new 
project or hobby can be shared 
with one you love and admire. 
Teamwork and cooperation assure 
success. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
Thoughts will center on your home 
life and understanding family 
members. Avoid switching up your 
home or workspace, as it would 
prove unsatisfactory. Your social 
prospects will be really promising. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
Rapid responses are the path to 
success today. Writing and learning 
are favored. Keep a sense of humor 
if a neighbor is difficult or 
eccentric. Remember, the world 
would be dull if we were all the 
same. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
The rewards of past labor are 
realized. You haven’t wanted to 
labor merely for the money, but for 
personal fulfillment. Offer thanks 
for all you have. Gratitude will be 
the catalyst for even greater 
success in the future. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
Today brings a vision of your year to 
come. A time of growth and 
opportunity commences. 
Commitments made today will 
stick, so be cautious if considering 
a promise that could entangle.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
There are opportunities now to be 
helpful, almost acting as a sort of 
guardian angel to those less 
fortunate. Quiet, good deeds 
generate positive karma. You’ll be 
aware of the secret worries and 
needs of your companions. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
Friends are opinionated today. Help 

Horoscope

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Be careful of investment and other 
projects suggested by an 
adventurous type. Resist the 
temptation to be overly critical. 
Tolerance and appreciation on your 
part will open more doors. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
You can be intolerant of the 
mundane. Use diplomacy as you 
uplift others, and you’ll be loved 
and respected as a role model. 
There are some complex 
relationship situations unfolding. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
Today can lead you into stressful 
activities or create a tendency to 
overindulge. It’s easy to binge on 
rich or exotic dishes and drink too 
much. Focus on a healthy lifestyle 
for yourself. 

“HISTORY 
LESSON” By C.C. 
BURNIKEL

ACROSS
	 1	 Readily 

available
	 6	 Arabian 

Peninsula 
natives

	 12	 Declines
	 18	 __ apart
	 20	 1998 Winter 

Games city
	 21	 Place for 

retiring?
	 22	 *Cuddly toy
	 24	 Was behind
	 25	 April 4, in 2021
	 26	 “99 Luftballons” 

singer whose 
name is an 
anagram of two 
of Henry VIII’s 
wives

	 27	 Texter’s “If you 
ask me”

	 28	 Q’s value in 
Scrabble

	 29	 “Solve for x” 
subj.

	 31	 Harbor bobber
	 33	 Feudal workers
	 35	 Pieces with 

views
	 37	 *Layered lunch
	 41	 Popular fact 

source
	 43	 Hunter seen at 

night
	 44	 Rami’s role on 

“Mr. Robot”
	 47	 Sch. with a 

Lima campus
	 48	 Swingers’ tools
	 51	 Attend to a 

boxer, maybe
	 53	 Ill will
	 55	 Irrefutable truth
	 57	 Litter box 

emanations
	 60	 *Braves 

outfielder who 
was the 1990 
N.L. Rookie of 
the Year

	 62	 “Ex on the 
Beach” channel

	 64	 Actress Hatcher
	 66	 Half a film genre 

portmanteau
	 67	 Workplaces for 

RNs
	 68	 Tiny bit
	 69	 Cheery greeting
	 70	 __-free: cleaning 

cloth term
	 72	 Market
	 74	 Bowlers, e.g.
	 75	 Menu 

preposition
	 76	 Palais pal
	 78	 Aides for profs
	 80	 Check, with “in”
	 82	 __ Miss
	 83	 *Webmaster’s 

concern
	 87	 Financial 

liabilities
	 89	 Ailing

	 90	 Performed 
a concerto’s 
cadenza

	 92	 Where kitties 
get pampered

	 96	 Substandard
	 97	 __ de parfum
	 99	 Beaux of old
	102	 Civil rights icon 

John
	103	 “Close, but no 

cigar”
	106	 *Cuts a school 

period
	108	 Prefix with 

league
	110	 Some video files
	113	 Israeli 

statesman Abba
	114	 Washington 

MLBer
	115	 “Right this 

instant!”
	116	 Global fiscal org.
	118	 Piece of cake
	120	 Paid off
	123	 Sweetums
	125	 Field including 

history, and a 
hint to the ends 
of the answers 
to starred clues

	129	 Poland neighbor

	130	 Entering words
	131	 Thin piece
	132	 “Shame on you!”
	133	 Raised
	134	 Topples (over)

DOWN
	 1	 Cries of pain
	 2	 “Just kidding!”
	 3	 2010 Coen 

brothers remake
	 4	 __ Romeo
	 5	 Some 

downloaded 
docs

	 6	 Hot
	 7	 Superhero suffix
	 8	 Opposin’
	 9	 Identifies
	 10	 Cockamamie
	 11	 Discontinued 

Camry model
	 12	 “The King and I” 

kingdom
	 13	 When two hands 

come together?
	 14	 Luxury bag 

monogram
	 15	 *Jackson or 

Lincoln
	 16	 Prominent
	 17	 Warms up the 

crowd

	 19	 Hold in reserve
	 21	 Beam benders
	 23	 Court tie
	 29	 Straddling
	 30	 Tempt
	 32	 Festive time
	 34	 Name on the 

1979 album 
“The Wall”

	 36	 MillerCoors rival
	 38	 Part of 

the former 
Yugoslavia

	 39	 City west of 
Tulsa

	 40	 Tough situation
	 42	 Portend
	 45	 “The Wire” 

antihero __ 
Little

	 46	 Saves for later 
viewing

	 49	 Mexican town 
known for its 
beer, which is 
now a Heineken 
brand

	 50	 Winter hillside 
sights

	 52	 Kid
	 54	 Track official
	 56	 Spy org. created 

by FDR

	 58	 Dig find
	 59	 Asian honorific
	 61	 “Maleficent” 

actress
	 62	 City west of 

Venezia
	 63	 *“We’ll need a 

better solution”
	 65	 Opening 

remarks
	 69	 Invited to the 

skybox
	 71	 Flip sides?
	 73	 Was in charge 

of
	 74	 Low-cost 

stopover
	 76	 __ interpreter: 

press 
conference 
figure

	 77	 Fighting word 
from the 
French for 
“mixture”

	 79	 Store
	 81	 “The Good 

Place” network
	 84	 EagleCam spot
	 85	 Seize illegally
	 86	 Passing words?
	 88	 Poolroom 

powder

	 91	 What Brinker’s 
boy plugged 
with a finger

	 93	 Graceful vertical 
entrance

	 94	 Birthplace of 
Galileo

	 95	 Mgr.’s helper
	 98	 Cost of 

withdrawal
	100	 Ate in small bits
	101	 Exchanges 

verbal jabs
	104	 Tense situation
	105	 Private 

agreement?
	107	 Agitated states
	108	 Two cents
	109	 Partners of 

crannies
	111	 Grimm creature
	112	 Actor __ Baron 

Cohen
	117	 Stole stuff
	119	 Docking place
	121	 Cheapest way 

to buy, with “in”
	122	 “Nurse Jackie” 

star Falco
	124	 Gentle touch
	126	 Exist
	127	 Fish in unadon
	128	 Yearbook gp.
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“CEL MATES” By 
PAUL COULTER

ACROSS
	 1	 Nicaraguan 

president 
Daniel

	 7	 Elaborate dos
	 12	 Complicated 

situations
	 18	 Brit’s editorial
	 19	 Formally 

disciplined
	 21	 Clothing
	 22	 Disney dog 

serving in 
Congress?

	 24	 Nova __
	 25	 “Ah, me!”
	 26	 Spring zodiac 

sign
	 27	 Mil. decorations
	 29	 Put up
	 30	 Dorm, briefly
	 31	 Part of FNMA?
	 32	 Assumed the 

role of
	 34	 Dale’s brother, 

away from their 
home turf?

	 42	 Name near the 
top of a “Citizen 
Kane” movie 
poster

	 43	 Bed-and-
breakfast, 
maybe

	 44	 Lord’s Prayer 
start

	 45	 “If all __ fails ... ”
	 49	 One of Snow 

White’s pals 
acting shellfish-
ly?

	 54	 Surveillance 
tactic

	 56	 Photo __
	 57	 City near Provo
	 58	 Arch type
	 60	 O, The __ 

Magazine
	 61	 Fernando’s fire
	 62	 URL intro
	 64	 Suffice
	 65	 Trendy berry
	 68	 Franchises 

owned by 
Donald’s 
girlfriend?

	 73	 Line holder
	 74	 Gets thinner
	 76	 Big name in pet 

food
	 77	 Sweatshirt 

options
	 79	 Bear
	 80	 Egyptian 

Christian
	 82	 Sign of cooking
	 83	 Well put
	 86	 Games 

category
	 88	 Kitchen cooker 

belonging to 
22-Across’ 
beau?

	 93	 “Night” author 
Wiesel

	 94	 Baseball card 
stat.

	 95	 Trick taker, often
	 96	 “Rolling in the 

Deep” singer
	 97	 Plans made by 

Bambi’s skunk 
buddy?

	104	 Subject of 
2001’s “Blow”

	107	 “Bravo!”
	108	 Tide competitor
	109	 Battery part
	110	 Chowder order
	112	 Informal byes
	114	 Heave-ho
	118	 Enigma
	120	 Hoggett’s pig 

strolling on a 
forest path?

	123	 Feral feline
	124	 Developing
	125	 Perfect spot
	126	 Moistens 

overnight, 
maybe

	127	 Backgammon 
piece

	128	 Quarterback, at 
times

DOWN
	 1	 Cantina cooker
	 2	 Authentic
	 3	 “Et voilà!”
	 4	 Big name in ice 

cream
	 5	 Old Metro 

maker
	 6	 Sounds from a 

kennel
	 7	 Manitoba tribe
	 8	 Fireworks 

reactions
	 9	 “Who am __ 

judge?”
	 10	 Like some laws 

or lords
	 11	 Figured (out)
	 12	 More, in Madrid
	 13	 “And so on and 

so forth,” for 
short

	 14	 Shop owners
	 15	 Located
	 16	 “Fear of Flying” 

author Jong
	 17	 Capacity count
	 19	 Bridge ancestor
	 20	 Ab neighbor
	 23	 Not kosher
	 28	 Manual gesture 

of respect

	 31	 “__ Lisa”
	 33	 “Cooking From 

the Hip” chef 
Cat __

	 34	 Silver salmon
	 35	 ’60s civil rights 

activist __ 
Brown

	 36	 Xfinity and MSN
	 37	 Suddenly 

appear, with 
“up”

	 38	 “This round’s 
__”

	 39	 Minute Maid 
brand

	 40	 Blowup: Abbr.
	 41	 Audio giant
	 46	 “Casablanca” 

actor Peter
	 47	 Urbane
	 48	 Singing 

Merman
	 50	 Cézanne’s “Boy 

in __ Vest”
	 51	 Dreamcast 

maker
	 52	 Mine, in Metz
	 53	 Closet pests
	 55	 Ali’s 37
	 59	 3.0, e.g.: Abbr.
	 61	 Nonsense

	 62	 Marriott rival
	 63	 Channel 

showing many 
old MGM and 
RKO films

	 65	 Let up
	 66	 Plotting ring
	 67	 One can help 

you get off
	 69	 Bit of a draft
	 70	 Its four-word 

name was 
reduced to four 
letters in 1973

	 71	 Okays
	 72	 Sweep’s target
	 75	 “Comprende?”
	 78	 King’s iconic 

vision
	 80	 All-natural 

flytrap
	 81	 Five-year-old 

Ron Howard 
first played him 
in 1960

	 83	 “Absolutely!”
	 84	 Bombard
	 85	 Chic modifier
	 87	 1982 Disney 

sci-fi film
	 89	 Red inside
	 90	 Unlike this ans.

	 91	 __ culpa
	 92	 Citrus drink 

suffix
	 98	 Hide
	 99	 Mountain ash 

trees
	100	 Nearly entirely
	101	 “Cool!”
	102	 David who 

played Rhoda’s 
husband Joe

	103	 Relax
	104	 Chocolate 

substitute
	105	 Chilled
	106	 In need of 

deciphering
	111	 Kimono sash
	112	 Diez squared
	113	 About, on a 

memo
	114	 Barrage from 

bleacher “birds”
	115	 “Uh-oh!”
	116	 Yellow comics 

dog
	117	 Bygone despot
	119	 UFO crew
	121	 DDE’s WWII 

domain
	122	 Org. for the 

Williams sisters
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anti-vax or anti-vaccination
body-shame or fat-shame
bombogenesis
canna (containing cannabis) 
chef de cuisine
corona  (the virus) 
cryosphere
CV or CV-19
dark web
deepfake
drifting (driving a car 
through a skid) 
fan art
fast-casual
favipiravir
finna (“fixing to”), intending
Friendsgiving
greige 
herd immunity
hydroxychloroquine
iatrophobia (fear of doctors) 
nosocomephobia (of 
hospitals)

tomophobia (of surgery)
melissophobia (of bees)
impostor syndrome 
juicery
microtarget
novel (not previously 
identified)
paleo diet
physical distance  
PPE
shelter in place
slow-walk (try to hinder 
progress) 
thirsty (for attention, 
approval, etc.) 
trendspotter
truthiness
upskill 
useful idiot
WFH (working from home) 
zedonk/ zonkey  (hybrid 
zebra-donkey) 

A not-so-big  top: Our new first-
prize trophy, the Clowning 
Achievement.

B(all)ADS:
Honorable mentions
HELLo, GOODBYE: “So long, 2020, 
this song’s for you!” (Lee Graham, 
Rockville; Richard Franklin, Alexandria) 

HEART LIKE A wHEEL: Trump gets 
his cardiology report. “So strong!” 
(Marli Melton, Carmel Valley, Calif.) 

I WOULD WALK 5oO MILES: 
Honestly, I’m just not that into you. 
(Seamus O’Connor, Springfield, a First 
Offender) 

DON’T FEAR THE REApeR: The 
first-draft title for “Baby Got Back.” 
(Bob Kruger, Rockville; Gary Crockett, 
Chevy Chase) 

I FEEL PrETTY: Trump’s Song of 
Spite, sung to Alexander Vindman, 
Mark Esper, etc. “It’s delicious how 
vicious I feel!” (Duncan Stevens, 
Vienna, Va.) 

96 tEARS: After getting bored with 
the hot dog eating contest, Joey 
Chestnut tries corn on the cob. 
(Jesse Frankovich, Lansing, Mich.) 

500 MilES: What the president 
gleefully sang after having mirrors 
installed throughout the White 
House. (Sarah Walsh, Rockville) 

TWIsT AND SHOUT: The Secret 
Service reveals its code names for 
Don Jr. and Kimberly Guilfoyle. 
(Duncan Stevens) 

ALL I WANT FOR CHRISTMAS
 I s yOU: Lament of the January 
credit card statement. (David 
Peckarsky, Tucson) 

BRUsH, UP YOUR 
SHAKESPEARE:  A millennial’s 
rejection of high culture. (Jonathan 
Jensen, Baltimore) 

DON’t BE CRUEL: The only rock 
song Fred Trump let his son listen 
to. (Chris Doyle, Denton, Tex.)

COUNTry ’TIL I DIE: Trump’s post-
election theme song.  (George 
Thompson, Springfield) 

I GOT YOU bABE: “I got way more 
popular votes than Lincoln ever 
did. Not even close! He only got a 
measly 2 million!” (Steve Leifer, 
Potomac, a First Offender) 

WON’T GET FOOleD AGAIN: Roger 
Daltrey puts his foot down after his 
bandmates don’t chip in for the 
burgers and fries he picked up at 
Wendy’s. (Larry Gomberg, Lake 
Frederick, Va.)

New contest for Week 1413: 
We’re finna give you some new words

I gave my vote at first to greige: 
A blend, it seems, of grey and beige, 
But also — in a span so brief! 
Communicating rage and grief. 

My fave’s now favipiravir, 
Which won’t let covid doom us! 
No link with fava, let’s be clear: 
It’s medicine, not hummus.  — Julia Griffin   

In a year that’s transformed our lives so greatly that 
you can’t watch a Christmas romcom without shuddering 
at the lack of social distancing in the tinkling sleigh, it’s 
not surprising that our language has changed as well. And 
of course our pals at Merriam-Webster are on the case. 
Below is a list of some of the words and phrases 
(including new usages for existing ones) added this year 
to the dictionary at m-w.com.  This week:  Write a poem 
of eight lines or fewer featuring one or more of these 
terms, as in the two-part  example above by Julia Griffin, 
queen of Light magazine’s topical Poems of the Week at 
lightpoetrymagazine.com. 

The terms must be used as they’re defined in the 
new m-w.com listing;  e.g.,  “novel” needs to mean “not 
previously identified,” not only “new and fresh” or “what I 
will definitely write one of these days.” You may use a 
closely related form of the word, like a plural or adverb. 

The online Style Invitational  (wapo.st/invite1413) 
lists the pertinent definition for each word and also links 
to the full definition at   m-w.com. 

Bob Staake for The Washington Post


