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Washington)

FLOPTILLA: The Trumpers’ boat 
parade that sank itself in its own 
wake.  (Frank Mann) 

SCOTUSBALL: Political sporting 
event in which the rules change 
depending upon who has the 
whistle. (Mike Greene, Richmond) 

SHALLOTOSIS: Something 
between onion breath and garlic 
breath.  (Chris Doyle) 

AMERDABLE: Having the potential 
to turn into sh. . .  um, trouble.  “A 
photo op with a puppy should be a 
slam-dunk, but it’s Trump, so it’s 
definitely amerdable.”  (Wendy 
Shang)

TRUMPOLINE: White House 
exercise equipment. (“Jump!” “How 
high?”)  (Beverley Sharp)

WEDNOODLE: A honeymoon 
downer. (Chris Doyle) 

WHATAGE: The lack of clarity 
produced by a dim bulb. “The 
journalists tried to parse the 
president’s debate answer, but 
were overwhelmed by the  
whatage. (Danielle Nowlin, Fairfax 
Station) 

MOJOE: It had better be working, is 
all I can say. (Jonathan Jensen) 

LOLLAPALOSER: A wannabe 
comedian who thinks somebody 
will publish all 25 of his entries. 
(Chuck Helwig, Centreville, who at least  
was 1 for 18 this week)

Still running — deadline Monday 
night, Oct. 19: Our “grandfoals” 
contest. See wapo.st/
invite1405.

The Style Invitational

Diversions

Answers to last week’s puzzle below.

perfecting a new job skill. An item 
long desired is purchased. A 
problem is solved through 
reflection and research. Revel in all 
that you have rather than 
lamenting lack.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
All that is mysterious attracts you. 
Today heralds growth, new 
perspectives and opportunity. 
Prepare for events to unfold 
suddenly. Be adventurous in spirit. 
Rise to the occasion before 
chances are lost. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
The need for peace and privacy is 
strong today. There is much you’d 
prefer to keep to yourself. Acts of 
charity and personal sacrifice bring 
unexpected rewards. Moderate 
exercise works wonders for your 
overall well-being. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

B Y  M A D A L Y N  A S L A N  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY | Oct. 18: Inspirational, imaginative and forthright, your important lesson this year is to learn to 
say no and do what you want to do. By doing so, you will be very successful. You were born to be important. If 
single, absolute honesty is the best policy, but this year, you prefer to keep it to yourself. If attached, you have the 
most fun with your partner, and this only increases. Gemini makes you laugh. 

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
Dreams and fantasy abound. Those 
closest to you are preparing for 
some significant lifestyle changes. 
Be supportive. Allow loved ones to 
explore. Whatever shifts are due 
will be for the better. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
Others seem more assertive. Offer 
affirmations for harmony and 
justice. A lighthearted attitude in 
competitive situations is essential. 
A delightful new animal companion 
can stray into your home and 
heart. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
A new environment or routine is 
possible. Be receptive to changes, 
but wait to see which way the wind 
blows before moving forward. Past 
patterns in regard to health hold 
the key to understanding changes 
in your vitality.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
Love and romance are highlighted 
favorably today. Attend social 
functions on Zoom and develop 
promising relationships by taking 
the initiative. A loved one might 
share news of a new relationship or 
creative project.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
A residence might require repair 
work. Be tolerant and diplomatic if 
a family member shows some 
frustration. A sage smudge of your 
home will usher out stale energies 
and clear the air. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Your judgment is good and your 
mind is alert. It’s a good time to 
attend to transportation needs. 
Conversations provide new 
perspectives. A wedding invitation 
may be discussed: to go or not to 
go? 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
Thoughts revolve around adding to 
your earning power and perhaps 

Horoscope

Friends are a special blessing 
today. Membership in a group or 
organization can be a catalyst for 
happiness and accomplishment. 
Making contacts with helpful and 
powerful individuals and displaying 
your talents might also absorb you. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
Today puts you in touch with old 
companions. Good or bad, they 
haven’t changed. Think how 
treasured friendships enrich your 
life. One of your new acquaintances 
may join your inner circle. Accept 
an invitation or two. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
It is a wonderful time to study 
another language or learn foreign 
cuisine. There will be avenues for 
expressing your highest potential. 
Grandparent and grandchild 
relationships provide special joy 
and build happy memories. 

“YES, BUT IS IT 
ART?” By JOHN 
LAMPKIN

ACROSS
 1 They often offer 

free Wi-Fi
 6 Julie’s “East of 

Eden” role
 10 Bygone 

Swedish wheels
 14 Suit material
 19 Tickle
 20 Fruity 

commercial 
prefix

 21 Up-in-the-air 
bear

 22 “Do __?”
 23 Molding okra 

likenesses?
 25 Accumulation 

after many oil 
changes?

 27 Therefore
 28 Clotheshorse’s 

collection
 30 Singer?
 31 Cube-ic Rubik
 33 “__ Rebel”: 

1962 hit
 34 Handles
 35 Housekeeper-

artist barter 
agreement?

 40 Dirty Harry’s org.
 43 Lab eggs
 44 Classic pops
 45 Like no-see-ums
 47 Schwarz of toys
 48 Therapist’s 

concern
 50 Bait
 53 Employing
 55 Stuffed shell?
 56 Asset for 

sketching the 
human body?

 60 Two-handed tool
 63 Unable to find 

the way
 64 Rates highly
 65 Stand-up’s 

goals, informally
 68 Philippines’ 

highest peak: 
Abbr.

 69 Decision maker
 72 Very little, to 

Vivaldi
 75 “Yikes!”
 80 Traditional 

Western song 
to sing while 
cleaning up the 
atelier?

 84 Flu symptom
 85 “Coffee __?”
 86 Minimal
 87 High-level 

banking aids
 90 Wanna-__
 91 Augustus’ 

devious wife
 94 Place to make 

waves
 95 Conservatory 

subj.
 96 Bucolic lines

 98 Sculpting 
painstakingly, as 
ice?

 103 Precepts
 105 Pickle pick
 106 They’re 

depressed 
during recitals

 107 Resolve
 109 Introspective 

Randall 
Thompson 
choral work with 
a joyous title

 112 Jr.’s exam
 115 Foundation for 

nude sketches?
 117 Color for a 

“Starry” Dutch 
classic?

 119 Golfer’s cry after 
holing a long 
putt

 120 Unceasingly
 121 Boxer Oscar __ 

Hoya
 122 Sister of Goneril
 123 “I think of 

slaying Holmes 
... He takes my 
mind from better 
things” writer

 124 Stitches

 125 Like Florida 
scrub

 126 Immobile

DOWN
 1 Batgirl garb
 2 Love in Spain
 3 Thick dessert 

topping
 4 Source of 

protection
 5 It has a watery 

bed
 6 All of Albee’s 

“The Zoo Story,” 
essentially

 7 French wheel
 8 Spanish 

spreads
 9 One catching 

with flies, 
maybe

 10 Good in golf ... 
otherwise, not 
so much

 11 LAX 
touchdowns

 12 Sun Devils’ sch.
 13 Short-legged 

hounds
 14 Slimming 

procedures, 
informally

 15 Some how-to 
book targets?

 16 Unusually 
energetic sort

 17 “__ Went Mad”: 
Riley poem

 18 __-majesté
 24 Gems
 26 It’s a blast
 29 MSN, for one
 32 El __
 34 Show disdain for
 35 Prohibitions
 36 Type of eye 

layer
 37 Karmann __: 

sports car
 38 It might be 

caught with a fly
 39 __ facto
 41 Philatelist’s buys
 42 Hounds, e.g.
 46 Manga series 

about gaming
 49 Retinal receptor
 50 Lao Tzu’s “way”
 51 Text changers, 

for short
 52 Back in a shell
 54 Big __
 57 Scullers’ pair?
 58 OTC drug 

agency

 59 Rapscallions
 61 All-

encompassing
 62 __ chair
 66 Ante, e.g.
 67 Romps
 68 Reply of feigned 

innocence
 69 Prepared, as 

apples for 
strudel

 70 Copacetic, in 
slang

 71 Thomas Gray’s 
“The Bard,” e.g.

 72 Smooching on a 
plane, for short

 73 Photo 
possibilities

 74 Tractor brand, 
familiarly

 76 Vibration sensor
 77 Flattery
 78 First light
 79 “Demian” author
 80 Mongolian dry 

spot
 81 Fail to be kept 

private
 82 Pakistani bread
 83 Slant
 88 Carefully 

consider

 89 Bay State motto 
opener

 92 Intestinal tract 
division

 93 Grub
 94 More over the 

top
 97 Legume family 

bean
 99 Ones just 

hanging out
 100 Zilch
 101 British actress-

politician 
Jackson

 102 Wi-Fi 
connection?

 104 Very 
disappointing 
turnout

 107 Kin of op. cit.
 108 __-Rooter
 109 Over
 110 Jamaican 

citrus
 111 “__ no idea”
 113 29-day Hebrew 

month
 114 Traveling 

carnival sight
 116 “__ been 

thinking ... ”
 118 Indian title
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“DRIVER’S ED” By 
GARY LARSON

ACROSS
 1 Rush job 

notation
 5 Lose one’s way 

at the podium
 11 Wild guess
 15 Eastern “way”
 18 Valley with vines
 19 Court
 20 Cry out loud
 21 “__ Luna”: 

Allende novel
 22 “You Make 

Me Feel Like 
Dancing” singer 
Leo

 23 Wrecked 
Mitsubishi 
SUVs?

 26 End-of-page 
abbr.

 27 1998 animated 
bug film

 29 “And how!”
 30 Eponymous lab 

dish inventor
 31 Iconic ’60s-’70s 

TV caretaker
 33 Skein formers
 35 Response to 

“Shall we?”
 36 Followed Chevy 

SUVs?
 41 Worn
 43 Made
 44 Inflexible
 45 Indian term of 

respect
 46 Modern office 

staples
 49 Foundry waste
 50 Kept adding to, 

as a tab
 51 Choice for the 

kitchen
 54 Thrust
 57 Like-minded 

group
 58 Greenwich who 

co-wrote songs 
for the Ronettes 
and Crystals

 59 Tar
 62 Head cases?
 64 Tricks
 65 Fraternity letter
 66 Found spots for 

Ford pickups?
 71 Tiny songbird
 72 Eject
 74 Simple to 

manage
 75 Pepper named 

for a state
 77 “What the Butler 

Saw” playwright
 79 The “E” in 

Q.E.D.
 80 Indian spice 

mixtures
 83 “The Dirty 

Dozen” star
 85 Comic strip 

frame

 86 José’s home
 90 Put the kibosh 

on
 91 Sock part
 92 Poker Flat 

creator
 93 Seals’ singing 

partner
 95 Building for 

tools
 97 Selected classic 

VWs at an 
online auction?

 100 Partnership for 
Peace gp.

 102 Leftovers wrap
 104 Crossword 

solver’s 
smudge

 105 Something in 
the air

 107 Tenant
 110 Series finale: 

Abbr.
 111 Youngster
 112 Pointed the 

way for Subaru 
SUVs?

 115 They cast no 
votes

 117 Dr. Seuss’ 
Sam-__

 118 Former slugger 
Martinez

 119 Weapons cache
 120 Wasn’t straight
 121 Pack critter
 122 Getaway spots
 123 Fannies
 124 Listening 

devices

DOWN
 1 Note in an E 

scale
 2 Parting word
 3 Wild way to go
 4 Good 

Samaritan story, 
say

 5 Betrayed, with 
“on”

 6 Familiar gamut
 7 1980s Peppard 

co-star
 8 Partiality
 9 Whopper
 10 Broke the 

surface
 11 Borg and 

Bergman
 12 Snacks in shells
 13 Afflict
 14 Minor disruption

 15 Took Honda 
SUVs for demo 
drives?

 16 Ward off
 17 Spring locale
 22 Sudden 

outbursts
 24 Bucks in the 

woods
 25 Soccer immortal
 28 Obligation
 32 Slight touches
 34 Multinational 

money
 37 White rice’s lack
 38 “The Mod 

Squad” cop with 
an Afro

 39 Feverish feeling
 40 Energy
 42 Bring into being
 45 Like some 

norms or ills
 47 Medical center
 48 Takes care of
 50 Work with a 

hunter, perhaps
 51 Spanish dessert
 52 Yearn
 53 Coddling for a 

comrade, briefly
 55 Weaken

 56 Picnic staple
 57 Product of Bali
 59 “Lawrence of 

Arabia” star 
Peter

 60 MLB Network 
sportscaster __ 
Shehadi

 61 Cleaned the 
interiors of Geo 
compacts?

 62 Weep
 63 Decimated 

Asian sea
 67 “The Americans” 

co-star Russell
 68 Pizzazz
 69 Banned 

pesticide
 70 Govt. org. 

that aids 
entrepreneurs

 73 Barnyard male
 76 Fancy ties
 78 Rapper cousin 

of Snoop
 80 Target
 81 Required pot 

contribution
 82 Start of an idea
 84 Fishing gear
 85 Super __

 87 Quivering
 88 Focus of a 

1990s-2000s 
baseball “era”

 89 Stocks and such
 92 Implies
 93 Michael of 

“Arrested 
Development”

 94 Naturally 
carbonated 
brew

 96 Main Web page
 97 Doctrines
 98 Young Clark’s 

love
 99 Ross and 

DeVos
 100 Gymnast 

Comaneci
 101 Opera solos
 103 __ football
 106 Takes steps
 108 Linen hue
 109 Radiation 

measures
 110 To be, in Tours
 113 “Let me give 

you a __ ... ”
 114 Japanese drama
 116 Long of 

“Empire”

RELEASE DATE  —Sunday, October 18, 2020

Los Angeles Times Sunday Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

ANSWER TO TODAY’S PUZZLE

10/18/20

10/18/20 ©2020 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.xwordeditor@aol.com

L.a.  times sunday puzzle

edited by rich norris and JOyce Nichols Lewis

NOTCAKES: The quintessential 
commercial failure: “The new 
sardine-flavored protein bars sold 
like notcakes.” (Perry Beider, Silver 
Spring) 

MAILINGNANT:  Current state of 
the Postal Service. (Edward Gordon) 

PROTESTINATE: “I really, really 
need to speak out about that 
outrage! I mean, not right now . . .” 
(Frank Mann, Washington) 

ZANON:  Most boring conspiracy 
theory ever. (William Kennard) 

QANAL: A right-wing conspiracy 
group alleging that a cabal of deep-
state proctologists is inserting intel 
chips with enemas. (Kathy El-Assal, 
Middleton, Wis.) 

QUITR: The kid who dropped out of 
the spelling bee.  (Frank Mann) 

RALPHIEST: “I shouldn’t have 
eaten the jalapeño chili with the 
pork vindaloo. It was the ralphiest 
combo ever.” (Roy Ashley, 

I'll just call myself the Emp. 
This week’s second prize.

New contest for Week 1406: 
The news could be verse 

“Man blows up part of house while 
chasing fly” — bbc.com 

                  A HARD-TO-SWAT FLY 
by Mike Mesterton-Gibbons

A Frenchman was about to eat his food.
He loathed to share his dinner with a fly,
And since one pesky fly had dared intrude,
Resolved at once this fly would have to die!
Dispensing electricity in sparks
That fizzled from a swatter he now held,
Our Frenchman chased the fly, but left no marks,
Since flies are so adroitly self-propelled . . . 
What happened next brought kudos to the fly:
An undetected gas leak filled the room
To spark a blast that blew the roof sky-high.
For miles around the neighbors heard it boom . . . 
Luck blessed the man. Just minor burns had he.
You know the rest: The fly escaped scot-free!

The Empress saw that acrostic  sonnet as one of the 
“poems of the week” on the website of Light 
(lightpoetrymagazine.com) and ding!   Contest! Okay, 
Loserbards:  Write a poem based on a recent news 
article, in which the  lines’ first letters spell out the 
title or subject of the poem,   as in the example above.     
They certainly can be shorter than Mike’s poem, though;  
one-word titles are fine. Please cite where and when the 
article appeared; include a link to it if you can. 

      
Submit up to 25 entries at wapo.st/enter-invite-

1406 (no capitals in the Web address).  Deadline is 
Monday, Oct. 26; results will appear Nov. 15 in print, 
Nov. 12 online.  (As in after the election. So you might 
want to avoid news stories that will be out of date by 
then.) 

 
Winner gets the Lose Cannon, our Style Invitational 

trophy. Second place receives yet another of our   Face 
Masks That’ll Make ’Em Look Twice, this one printed 
with a nicely trimmed beard. 

 
      Other runners-up win their choice of our “For Best 

Results, Pour Into Top End” Loser Mug or our “Whole 
Fools” Grossery Bag. Honorable mentions get one of our  
lusted-after Loser magnets, “No ’Bility” or “Punder-
achiever.” First Offenders receive only a smelly tree-
shaped air “freshener” (FirStink for their first ink). See 
general contest rules and guidelines at wapo.st/InvRules. 
The headline “Laugh Begins at 14”  is by Jesse Frankovich; 
Howard Walderman wrote  the honorable-mentions 
subhead.   Join the Style Invitational Devotees group on 
Facebook at on.fb.me/invdev; “like” the Style Invitational 
Ink of the Day on Facebook at bit.ly/inkofday,  and follow 
@StyleInvite on Twitter.  Today’s poem is reprinted with 
permission of Light and the author. 

    The Style Conversational: The Empress’s weekly 
online column discusses each new contest and set of 
results. See  this week’s at wapo.st/conv1406.

By  Pat Myers

To celebrate our 1,400-and-
counting weeks of defiling The 
Washington Post, the Empress 
asked for new terms whose letters 
add to 14 Scrabble points (not 
counting blanks, doubles, etc.) for 
Week 1402.

4th place:
SHAMNESIA: “Hush money? I 
don’t remember anything about 
that. Maybe you should ask 
Michael Cohen. I hardly know the 
guy.”  
(Jesse Frankovich, Lansing, Mich.) 

3rd place:
DUMBRAGE: Indignation based on 
ignorance. “How dare you say 
you’d like to emulate me, you filthy 
pervert!”
(Tom Witte, Montgomery Village) 

2nd place and the 
Emergency Underpants 
and Pimp Oil car 
perfume: 
NAGIVATION: The art of backseat 
driving.
(Jonathan Jensen, Baltimore) 

And the winner of the 
Lose Cannon:
BUPHOON: An ill wind from 
Washington that blows nobody any 
good. 
(Stephen Dudzik, Olney) 

Unfourteenate:
Honorable mentions
NOSHTALGIA: Remember when 
we could gorge on nachos and 
beer and not gain a pound? (Chris 
Doyle, Denton, Tex.) 

TYRANNODON: Creature we 
thought could not possibly exist 
today. (William Kennard, Arlington) 

ABSENTIFA: A group of dangerous 
anarchists that terrorizes people 
by not showing up.  (Jonathan 
Jensen)

ATLASHRUGS: Gestures that show 
you don’t care. “When asked about 
the death rate, the White House 
official gave an atlashrug.” (Frank 
Osen, Pasadena, Calif.) 

THISTOPIA: 2020.  (Duncan 
Stevens, Vienna, Va.) 

BELLOWIER: What one candidate 
tries to be in a “debate.” (J. Larry 
Schott, West Plains, Mo.) 

BIFECAL: They used to be rose-
colored, but lately I’ve been seeing 
the world through this kind of 
glasses. (Bill Dorner, Indianapolis) 

BULLIGERENT: Not only spouting 
total BS, but doing it while 
someone else is trying to talk. “In 
tonight’s debate, the president was 
. . .” (Jonathan Jensen) 

CARDAVER: The mannequin you 
put in your passenger seat when 
you’re driving solo in the HOV-2 
lane. (Wendy Shang, Falls Church) 

CONDUMB: What you are when 
you insist on using Durex XXLs but 
they keep falling off. (Jeff Shirley, 
Richmond) 

COVFEE: Miracle potion drunk by 
POTUS to cure himself. (Edward 
Gordon, Austin) 

DORKLY: Extra-clumsily. “Coming 
in from the patio, Ernie walked 
through a glass dorkly.” (Chris Doyle)

EGONOMICS: Maybe that was 
Trump’s major in business school. 
(Chris Doyle) 

ENVOYEUR: State Department 
position created for Jerry Falwell Jr. 
(Kevin Dopart, Washington) 

Mom always said I could date once 
I turned 16. Now I’m there and she 
says 18. I’ve been LINDSEYED. 
(Steve Fahey, Olney) 

LINDSEYOIL:  A slippery substance 
that keeps the wheels greased in 
Washington. (Jonathan Jensen) 

FRETTORIC: Playing to the 
audience’s fears — or creating 
fears for them. “ ‘He will destroy 
your neighborhood and your 
American Dream,’ he began in a 
speech full of frettoric.” (Jeff 
Rackow, Bethesda) 

VOODOODOO: The Curse of 2020. 
(Beverley Sharp, Montgomery, Ala.) 

FUBARITIS: Another super-
spreading malady at the White 
House. (Harold Mantle, Walnut Creek, 
Calif.)  

HULULEMON: A boutique selling 
shapeless sweatpants for binge-
watching TV. (Duncan Stevens) 

LAUERINGLY: “You’ve been 
leering at me laueringly since I 
stepped into your office —  now 
unlock the door.” (Sam Mertens, 
Silver Spring) 

Laugh begins at 14: Inking neologisms 

bob staake for the washington post


