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Tooning up: Refreshed cartoon tropes

BY PAT MYERS

In Week 1397 cartoonist Bob Staake drew four of the most cliched settings for magazine cartoons, and we asked
the Loser Community to freshen them up. The original cartoons had no one on the island, no one in the desert,
and just the bartender and psychiatrist in the other two.

“Trump WON!"

© (Idea and caption above by Rob Cohen, Potomac, winner
of the first-place Lose Cannon)

Castaway on phone: “Between noon and 5 p.m.?
You can’t narrow down that window?” (Frank Mann,
Washington)

Two people on the island. “l think | can hear
Kimberly Guilfoyle.” (Duncan Stevens, Vienna, Va.)

Lone man grabs his head and sobs uncontrollably
as a copy of “How to Tango” washes up on the
island. (Jeff Shirley, Richmond)

Big mass of football players crowded on the island:
“How come the basketball guys got to ‘bubble’ at
Disney World?” (Mike Ostapiej, Ravenel, S.C.)

Sign: “Mt. Everest: Elev. 29,029.” Trump-like figure,
sitting: “It’s a hoax!” (Rob Cohen)

One bedraggled man on the island, another in a suit.
“Hi, I’'m Rudy. Got any dirt on Biden?” (Duncan
Stevens)

Two castaways, one wearing a face mask: “Dang it,
Marty! Put your mask on! You trying to kill me?”
(Sam Mertens, Silver Spring)

Two sharks recline in lounge chairs, wearing sun-
glasses and holding daiquiris with umbrellas in them.
“Can you believe we ever bought that ‘keep swim-
ming or you’ll die’ crap?” (Gary Crockett, Chevy Chase)

“I do remperature checks, of conrse,
but what if they're asymptomeatic?”

ALL CARTOONS DRAWN BY BOB STAAKE FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

© (Idea and caption by Steve Smith, Potomac, third place)

Putin sits at the bar. Bartender: “Name your poison.”
(Greg Dobbins, Boynton Beach, Fla., fourth place)

Covid particle sits at the bar. “Man, I've been
everywhere today.” (Duncan Stevens)

Despondent devil sits at the bar. “You have a fan-
tastic year and still they want more.” (Frank Mann)

Anthony Fauci sits at the bar. Bartender: “Your boss
doesn’t appreciate you, you say?” (Duncan Stevens)

Teen sits at the bar with a mask almost completely
covering his face, while the bartender looks at his ID
photo — which is also totally masked. (Jeff Shirley)

Drawing is unchanged. “That will be $11.50, Mr.
Houdini . . . Mr. Houdini?” (Mike Caslin, Round Hill, Va.)

Postmaster General Louis Deloy at the bar. “A beer —
and be slow about it.” (Greg Dobbins)

Two rats at the bar. “I tell ya, it’s a real human-race
out there.” (Pia Palamidessi, Cumberland, Md.)

Elephant at the bar. “l drink to forget.” (Bob Kruger,
Rochville)

Priest comes toward the bar. “Just once | wanted to
walk in alone.” (Robyn Carlson, Keyser, W.Va.)

“In 375 miles, crawl right.”

@ (Idea and caption by Mike Gips, Bethesda, second place
and the Capitol dome squeeze ball)

Astronaut planting U.S. flag: “Yessir, Mr. President.
On behalf of Space Force, it’s great to be here in
New Mexico . .. um, | mean, on the moon.” (Mark
Raffman, Reston)

One crawling guy to another: “l think we’d make
better time if we tried walking.” (Bird Waring,
Larchmont, N.Y.)

Salvador Dali paints a picture of a melting clock. In
the desert are several melting clocks. (Pia
Palamidessi)

Husband and wife cats to real estate agent: “Just
look at the size of this bathroom!” (Robyn Carlson)

Two old-style Western bandits with bandannas over
their faces: “Zeke, you cain’t make me wear this
thing. | cain’t breathe! What about my rights?”
(Mark Raffman)

Trump holds up a glass of water over a man crawling
on the ground. “l would like you to do us a favor,
though . ..” (Art Grinath, Takoma Park)

Little cactus to big cactus (picture unchanged). “Dad,
when | get older, will my third arm be as big as
yours?” (Mike Ostapigj)

“Whenever I'm in a voom, nobody talks abont me.”

@ ” (Idea and caption above by Duncan Stevens)

Both shrink and young client stare at their phones.
Shrink texts to client, “Tell me how your week
was.” (Anita Holmes, Apple Valley, Calif., a First Offender)

Dog lying on the couch: “They always ask me,
“Who’s a good boy?” But they never TELL me I'm a
good boy.” (Wendy Shang, Falls Church)

Murder hornet on couch: “l don’t feel I'm getting the
attention | deserve right now.” (Jennifer Dickey, Silver
Spring)

Space alien on couch: “But that’s where we ALWAYS
put the probes. It doesn’t mean | have a fixation!”
(Mark Raffman)

A priest, a rabbi and a Baptist minister sit side by side
on the couch. Psychiatrist: “I've identified your
problem. You’re in the wrong cartoon.” (Jeff Shirley;
Jon Gearhart, Des Moines)

The Empress is sitting in the psychiatrist’s chair. A guy
in a dunce cap is lying on the couch, troubled. The
Empress says, “Have you considered submitting
funnier entries?” (Mike Gips)

Still running — deadline Monday night, Sept. 14:
Our contest to “breed” two horse names and
name the “foal.” See wapo.st/invite1400.

New for Week 1401: How hai? A joke-haiku contest

HOW HOTISIT?

Itis so hot that

my iPhone now qualifies
as a Baked Apple.

— Paul Lander

The haiku above was lifted not from an
earlier Style Invitational contest, but from the
online poetry journal Light. Its editor, Melissa
Balmain (who also has 167 blots of Invite ink),
featured it as one of Light’s “poems of the
week” — and pointed it out to the Empress:
contest potential. Oh, yes.

This week: Write a joke (roughly) in the
“It’s so xxx” genre as a haiku, as in the poem
above. For our purposes (purists, please don’t
write in to quibble) a haiku is anything
written in three lines, with 5 syllables in the
first line, 7 in the second, 5 in the third. As
with the example, you may add a title as well.

Submit up to 25 entries at wapo.st/enter-
invite-1401 (no capitals in the Web address).
Deadline is Monday, Sept. 21; results will
appear Oct. 11 in print, Oct. 8 online.

Winner gets the Lose Cannon, our Style
Invitational trophy. Second place receives a
nice fresh carton of eight cookies, into which
are mixed a list of morsels including pretzels,

potato chips, coffee, oats, graham crackers,
chocolate chips and butterscotch. Maybe a bit
much, but 'm guessing that Loser Jeff Contom-
pasis was able to get them on the clearance rack
for $1.12 not because of their taste, but because
of the brand name: Compost Cookies.

Other runners-up win their choice of our
“For Best Results, Pour Into Top End” Loser
Mug or our “Whole Fools” Grossery Bag.
Honorable mentions get one of our lusted-after
Loser magnets, “No ’Bility” or “Punder-
achiever.” First Offenders receive only a smelly
tree-shaped air “freshener” (FirStink for their
first ink). See general contest rules and
guidelines at wapo.st/ITnvRules. The headline
“Tooning Up” is by Kevin Dopart. Join the
Style Invitational Devotees group on Facebook
at on.fb.me/invdev; “like” the Style Invitational
Ink of the Day on Facebook at bit.ly/inkofday.

BRAND-NEW PODCAST! In Episode 2
of You’re Invited, host Mike Gips interviews
Chris Doyle, the most successful Loser of all
time. It’s terrific. Hear it at NRARS.org.

®THE STYLE CONVERSATIONAL The
Empress’s weekly online column discusses
each new contest and set of results. See this
week’s at wapo.st/convi401.

L.A. TIMES SUNDAY PUZZLE

EDITED BY RICH NORRIS AND JOYCE NICHOLS LEWIS

“ON THE HORIZON” 90 Aparicio of 118 Noses out 16 Bear who loves 52 Feng __: 85 Excess
By C.C. BURNIKEL Cooperstown 119 Suffix denoting “hunny” decorating 87 Ritual for some
92 It may be quality 17 Text status philosophy eight-day-olds
ACROSS negotiable 120 “The Simpsons” 19 Face-off spot 53 “Crack a 91 “Friday the 13th”
1 Scratches (out) 93 4 or 5 is a good watering hole 24 Those opposed window, will horror genre
5 Serving perfectly one for a coll. 121 Winter Palace 29 “Zip it?” ya?” 94 Trounces
10 Bargain bin hopeful rulers 30 Sow and cow 56 Road hogs 95 Downhill ski run
caveat 95 Discovery 122 Japanese video 31 State as fact 59 Reeves of “John 96 Castaway’s
14 Really stands voyage game giant 32 Could possibly Wick” shelter
out 99 First animal in 33 Shivering fit 60 Lost driver’s aid, 97 Buildups for
18 Amethyst hue the Chinese DOWN 35 He hit 60+ briefly many returning
20 Really sore zodiac 1 Queen of homers three 62 __ Nashville: vacationers
21 Org. for women 100 Sharp Arendelle times without country record 98 Resident on the
drivers 101 Parisian gal pals 2 Handy leading the label Gulf of Bothnia
22 Sunscreen 102 Tucking-in wish collections league 63 Overhaul 100 Athlete’s best
additive 106 One in a Sun 3 Mideast airline 36 Sundance’s 64 To wit effort
23 Problem for an Salutation 4 Give a little sweetie 66 Dropsin a 102 Place for a pad
aspiring thespian sequence 5 Another name 37 Bird hunted by forecast 103 Lo-cal
25 Bird clumsy on 107 Lady in a flock for a car’s spoiler gauchos 67 Hindu mystic 104 Spider’s eight,
land 110 “Sup” 6 Beastie 38 Level, in 68 Lab order? usually
26 Brightly colored 111 Isaac’s eldest 7 “Othello” flag- Liverpool 69 Fictional 105 What “” can
27 Handspeak.com 112 Visible ... or, bearer 39 Totals Georgia spread mean
subyj. literally, where 8 Ultimate degree 40 Multitude 72 Coastinatub? 106 “That’s the”
28 Acknowledge most inner 9 Figure out 41 Large furniture 75 “Ask nicely” shorthand
silently letters of this 10 Not even close chain 77 Fraudulent 107 Toaster Swirlz
29 “The Mask of puzzle's eight 11 Animal trail 42 For adultsonly 78 Water slide brand
Zorro” scene other longest 12 Composer 45 Family workout 79 Bickering 108 Question of time
31 Bothered a lot Across answers Stravinsky place 80 Nixon’s last 109 Amazon
32 “New Rules” are situated 13 Construction site 48 Glaswegian girl chief of staff Handmade rival
author Bill 115 Part of a list convenience 49 Amazon smart 81 Part of a foot 112 Quick quality
34 Paper mate? 116 Sources of 14 Sorrento speaker brand 82 Bump into 113 Seat winners
35 “My bad” quick cash sandwiches 51 Onein atiny 84 Groupinapub 114 Points to,
39 Likeinmany 117 Agentscollection 15 Designer Cassini house competition maybe
43 \évsﬁé;vétQOiLc; 2 |3 |4 5 [6 7 [8 |9 10 [11 |12 |13 14 |15 [16 [17
44 Barilla alternative
45 Story-telling 18 19 20 21 22
dance
46 Panamanian 23 24 25 26
pronoun
47 Superclean, as |27 28 29 30

surgical tools
50 Help explain,
with “on”

54 Energizer
specification
55 Prestige

57 Resistance units
58 Hirsch of “Into

the Wild”
59 “Tik Tok” singer

60 Art class
adhesive

61 Did a farrier’s
work

62 Prado display

65 Real
predicament

70 Cameo stone
71 Athlete’s road to

recovery
73 Country

bordering
Vietnam

74 Leavening agent
76 Mother of Eric

and Donald Jr.
77 “Ghostbusters”
(2016) director

Paul
78 Instagram logo

image 102 |103 |104
80 Meat in a typical

Denver omelet 110
83 NBC debut of

107 {108 |[109

114

1975 115
86 Reveal

88 “Spare me the 75
deets”
89 Nordstrom rival
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Answers to last week’s puzzle below.
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BY MADALYN ASLAN

HOROSCOPE

HAPPY BIRTHDAY | Sept. 13: Intense, caring and determined, you must fight your tendency to neglect your
emotional self. Others marvel at how you accomplish what you do, and this year is no exception. Your
concentration sees you all the way to the finish line. If single, you're working too hard at your project to look up
until after midyear. If attached, pay more attention to your partner and you’ll be rewarded. Taurus worships you.

ARIES (March 21-April 19)

Your self-awareness and
appearance are important now.
You're dealing with your emotional
self, the person you are becoming.
You might feel moody: happy one
moment, sad the next. However,
your thoughts and feelings are
aligned.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

You find most opportunities
working behind the scenes today.
Do not be surprised if partnerships
go haywire. Tempers are short.
Romantic and other relationships
are difficult. Your aggressiveness
may turn inward, so be careful.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

There’s a lot of communication and
exchange of ideas taking place in
your home today. You have deeper
contact with friends. You find
strength in numbers and meaning
through friends and groups.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)

You're either gaining a boost in
your status, recognition and
personal popularity, or you're
feeling in need of the same. You
find yourself more in the public
now, but try to avoid getting overly
emotional.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

You're feeling as if you need to get
away. Your mind is active and you
yearn for new experiences, a break
from the routine. A friend plays an
important role in your day.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

Your experiences are more intense
than usual. Security is an
important issue. It can affect your
feelings about your belongings, as
well things that you share with
others, such as a spouse. You feel
obligated to fulfill your promises.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
Harmony and peace are
highlighted. You’re looking for a
balance as you fine-tune a

relationship. Romance may be in
the air. You get things started but
have a harder time making
decisions so you can follow
through.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

It's a good day to work at home and
attend to details and loose ends.
You might exhibit some
perfectionist tendencies now. Take
your time and proceed at your own
pace. Friends play a role.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
You’re emotionally in touch with
your creative side today. You're
feeling joyous and creative. You
feel strongly attached to loved ones
and protective of children. Be
aware that your emotions may
overpower your intellect.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan 19)
It's a good time to stick close to

home and take care of domestic
matters. It's a good day to work on
a home-repair project. A parent or
elderly family member could play a
role. You feel close to your roots.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

You get your ideas across today,
especially when you're talking to
siblings and neighbors. You could
be taking one or more short trips.
Take time to check up on family.
Avoid reckless actions that could
cause you grief.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

You could gain a financial boost
that feels like a jolt of energy.
Follow your ideals or focus on
whatever you value. Be aware that
you might be somewhat stubborn
and resistant to change. Health
and physical activity are
highlighted.

Answers to last week’s puzzle.
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