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By Pat Myers

Week 1366 was our annual Tour 
de Fours contest to create new 
words (or snarkily define existing 
ones) that include a particular 
block of four letters, in any order. 
This year’s was LIAR (or RIAL, ARIL, 
etc.). 

4th place:
Nostrail: What inevitably drips 
down your face when you’ve got 
the sniffles in February and you’re 
wearing your big gloves. (Jeff 
Contompasis, Ashburn) 

3rd place:
“Corialonus”: Shakespeare 
rendered acceptable for delicate 
sensibilities. (Steve Honley, 
Washington) 

2nd place and the 
crocheted Venus
of Willendorf: 
Heilraiser: The person in a 
political discussion who inevitably 
brings up a Hitler reference. (Gary 
Crockett, Chevy Chase) 

And the winner of
the Lose Cannon:
Flopularity: When people flock to 
see a show just to revel in its 
badness. “ ‘Cats’ has proved so 
flopular that the theater added a 
midnight showing for stoners who 
want to creep out at Judi Dench’s 
fur-skin.” (Bill Dorner, Indianapolis) 

Receding har-lines:
Honorable mentions
Bail-a-ruse: Where Carlos Ghosn 
got his fake passport. (Mark 
Raffman, Reston) 

Stairl: In addition to stubb’n, 
another thing a mule is. (Frank 
Osen, Pasadena, Calif.) 

Air latte: A big mug of foam with a 
measly amount of coffee 
underneath (see also air lager), 
(Gordon Cobb, Marietta, Ga.) 

Billiar: “I swear I’ve never played 
pool before . . . beginner’s luck! 
Want to play again, double or 
nothing?” (Erika Ettin, Washington) 

Brrraille: When it’s so cold that 
blind folks can read messages in 
your goose bumps. (Duncan Stevens, 
Vienna, Va.)

“King Liar”: A monarch promises 
his kingdom to all three daughters, 
then leaves it to his jester. (Steve 
Honley) 

Cigarlic: Baskin-Robbins decided 
to stay at 31 flavors after this new 
one proved less than a hit. (Stephen 
Dudzik, Olney)

Darlingual: Fluent in completing a 
spouse’s sentences. (Eric Nelkin, 
Silver Spring)

Fairlymandering: Something 
elected politicians in “safe” 
districts will never agree to. (Roy 
Ashley, Washington) 

Garlic breadth: A safe distance to 
maintain after eating Texas toast 
or scampi. Equivalent to three 
onion breadths. (Beverley Sharp, 
Montgomery, Ala.) 

Hel Air: For such a fancy L.A. 
neighborhood, it sure has a lot of 
smog. (Drew Bennett, West Plains, 
Mo.) 

Hillari-T: A “Lock Him Up” shirt. 
(Ann Martin, Brentwood) 

Huhlarity: The awkward I’d-better-
laugh reaction of the only person in 
the room who doesn’t get the joke. 
(Lennie Magida, Urbana, Md.) 

Infilrate: Go onto a competitor’s 
website and fill it with bad reviews. 
(Bird Waring, Larchmont, N.Y.) 

Jailr: Dating app to find the perfect 
prison “friend.” (Ryan Martinez, 
Takoma Park) 

Liarrhea: A condition of 
continually talking out one’s rear. 
“The staff reminder ‘Imodium 
before the podium’ still failed to 
prevent liarrhea at the Rose 
Garden news conference.” (Kevin 
Dopart, Washington) 

Newtrality: Being fair and 
balanced to all, whether Americans 
or liberals. (Frank Osen) 

Parilous: At risk of being just 
average. “My kid’s test scores are 
borderline parilous — do you have 
Rick Singer’s number?” (Sam 
Mertens, Silver Spring)

Per-spiral: That cycle when 
sweating makes you nervous, 
which makes you sweat more. 
(Mark Raffman) 

Pliars: What the dentist uses to rip 
out your molar while cooing, “This 
might cause a bit of discomfort.” 
(Chris Murphy, Germantown) 

Smearling: An apprentice 
opposition researcher. (Jeff 
Contompasis) 

Snarli: Kellyanne Conway’s 
unicorn name. (Kel Nagel) 

Syria later: What you say to the 
Kurds as you break all your 
promises to them. (Duncan Stevens) 

The Blair Pitch Project: Visitors to 
a ballpark in Houston hear a 
mysterious metallic banging . . . . 
(Matt Monitto, Bristol, Conn.)

Umbrella riddle: “What can you 
take on a plane, sir, if it is closed 
but not if it is open?” (Jesse 
Frankovich) 

And Last: Har-bitrarily: How the 
Empress decides what’s funny. 
(Gary Crockett) 

And even Laster: Armchair Loser: 
“Eh. I could be way funnier than 
those Style Invitational people. 
Now where’s the comics section?” 
(Jesse Frankovich) 

Okay, one Lastest: Tiara lights: What 
the Empress needs, because she 
clearly didn’t see my fabulous entry! 
(Beverley Sharp)

Still running — deadline Monday 
night, Feb. 10: Our contest for 
jokes about typos or misheard 
words. See wapo.st/invite1369. 

The Style Invitational

Get RIAL: Winning neologisms 

New contest for Week 1370: 
What’s in a name? 

Donald Trump: A mutant pompadour on a 
mammon-adulator. (Chris Doyle, Week 617, 2005)

Angus MacGyver: Uses sunscreen, a car gauge, 
mucus, an eraser, mascara, a cane, garage grease, a N.Y. 
egg cream, gum — unarms a gang, rescues a granny, saves 
a nun. Vacuums mess. Cures cancer. (Kevin Dopart, Week 
1009, 2013)

George Washington: He was a great one, a wise one, 
the shining star o’ the new nation. OTOH, tho there was 
no terror on his estate, there were no wages either. (Elden 
Carnahan, Week 1009)

Here’s a contest we hadn’t done in seven years, and 
there are certainly lots of new names to work with (along 
with the old ones). This week: Write something about a 
well-known person, real or fictional, using only the 
letters in that person’s name, as in the inking examples 
above.

 Obviously you can repeat the letters, and you don’t 
necessarily have to use all of them. There’s no length 
limit, but you don’t get extra credit for running on at 
length just because you thought of some more usable 
words. What does get ink is something that sounds like 
actual English; if it’s hard to read, the Empress won’t. 
You may include a brief title with the name, such as 
“President George Washington,” but don’t overdo it to 
build yourself a huge bank of letters. In 2005 one Loser 
used “Charles Philip Arthur George Mountbatten-
Windsor, Prince of Wales.” That person did not get ink. 

Submit up to 25 entries at wapo.st/enter-invite-
1370 (no capitals in the Web address). Deadline is 
Monday, Feb. 17; results will appear March 8 in print, 
March 5 online.

Winner gets the Lose Cannon, our Style 
Invitational trophy. Second place gets the exuberantly 
nifty noodle hat modeled here exuberantly by Loser 
Kathleen Delano and donated exuberantly, or at least 
generously, by Loser Dave Prevar. 

Other runners-up win their choice of our “For Best 
Results, Pour Into Top End” Loser Mugs or our “Whole 
Fools” Grossery Bag. Honorable mentions get one of our 
lusted-after Loser magnets, “Too-Weak Notice” or 
“Certificate of (de) Merit.” First Offenders receive only a 
smelly tree-shaped air “freshener” (FirStink for their first 
ink). See general contest rules and guidelines at wapo.st/
InvRules. The headline “Get RIAL” is by Jesse 
Frankovich; William Kennard wrote the honorable-
mentions subhead. Join the lively Style Invitational 
Devotees group on Facebook at on.fb.me/invdev. “Like” 
the Style Invitational Ink of the Day on Facebook at 
bit.ly/inkofday; follow @StyleInvite on Twitter.

The Style Conversational: The Empress’s weekly 
online column reviews each new contest and set of 
results. This week she shares some earlier ink from 
“What’s in a Name,” including some that did not stand the 
test of time. Check it out at wapo.st/conv1370.

Don’t miss an Invite! Sign up at tinyletter.com/
TheEmpress to receive a once-a-week email from the E 
as soon as The Style Invitational and Style Conversational 
go online every Thursday, complete with links to the 
columns.

Diversions

Answers to last week’s puzzle below.

ages. Be willing to change plans if 
need be. A loved one or dear friend 
lets you know how important you 
are. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Others look to you for a hint as to 
how they should respond to a 
complex situation. It is only 
complex because someone wants 
it to be. Invite friends to join you in 
the afternoon to watch a game, 
have dinner or whatever pleases 
you. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
Call someone you rarely speak to. 
You both care a lot about each 
other but have very little time to 
visit. Decide to change that 
pattern. Check in with an older 
person, boss or key family member 
in the afternoon. 

B Y  JA C Q U E L I N E  B I G A R  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY | Feb. 9: This year, you make waves wherever you go. People cannot help but notice your 
charisma and friendly nature. You have new choices available to you at work and with friends and family. If single, 
do not commit unless you are 100 percent sure. If attached, the two of you add a stronger sense of connection to 
your relationship. For some of you, this warmth might stem from finally taking that special trip. Leo admires your 
coolness and ability to handle touchy situations. 

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
Without intending to, you could 
create an explosive situation. Be 
ready to smile instead of growling 
even if you hit a roadblock. It is 
nearly impossible to take back 
nasty words. The less said, the 
better. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
The unpredictability that is slowly 
being attached to you seems 
justified if you pull back and look at 
your knee-jerk reactions. Take 
some time to yourself and prioritize 
what is important. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
Reach out for a loved one or dear 
friend. A late brunch might be just 
what the doctor ordered. You can 
maximize the moment and catch 
up on fun news. Make plans for the 
near future as well. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
Stay ahead of a situation and clear 
out a problem before it becomes 
too expensive emotionally or 
financially. You might not 
appreciate what you hear from a 
loved one or dear friend. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
You enjoy periods like today when 
others cannot get enough of you. 
Your biggest problem will be 
juggling the various people around 
you. You might need to make 
amends with someone. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Use the daylight hours for yourself. 
You enjoy your Sundays sometimes 
doing a crossword puzzle or 
making calls to friends you have 
not visited with recently. Others 
respond to your energy, and by late 
afternoon, you might want to join a 
pal. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
Get some important errands done 
quickly and efficiently. Fatigue 
could wear you down as the day 

Horoscope

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Reach out for someone you care 
about who you might have been 
unintentionally ignoring. Getting 
together or even just chatting on 
the phone catches you up on news. 
Do not hold back. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
You enjoy the busy pace, yet you 
might need to slow down. Spend 
some quality time with a loved who 
might feel ignored. They are 
instrumental to your well-being. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
Get as much done as you can in 
the daylight hours. You might need 
to do an errand or catch up on 
calls. Late in the afternoon, your 
popularity takes over. Whatever 
your plans are, they could change. 

“WHEN IN ROME” 
By MIKE PELUSO

ACROSS
	 1	 Learn to fit in
	 6	 Wilson’s 

predecessor
	 10	 Eponymous 

2000s TV sitcom
	 14	 Runs for it
	 18	 Chili __: dish 

with green sauce
	 19	 Early Arizona 

natives
	 20	 Tourney format, 

briefly
	 21	 Siouan people
	 22	 Show for which 

Erika Slezak 
won six Daytime 
Emmys

	 24	 Amt. rarely 
charged

	 25	 Lahore tongue
	 26	 Carried out
	 27	 Theater sight
	 28	 Films with 

depth?
	 30	 Hayride seats
	 31	 Hammed it up
	 33	 Border range
	 34	 Video poker 

basis
	 38	 Home security 

giant
	 39	 Tom Joad, e.g.
	 41	 Kolkata wrap
	 42	 Heavy marble
	 44	 Slime
	 45	 Inflation spec
	 48	 Capital north of 

Syracuse
	 51	 Window 

treatment
	 52	 Rolled up
	 54	 Scand. country
	 56	 Gospel singer 

Winans
	 57	 It’s not good to 

be behind it
	 59	 It’s usually 

attached to a 
house

	 63	 Former Hanford 
overseer: Abbr.

	 64	 Key, perhaps
	 65	 Management 

deg.
	 66	 Charmingly rural
	 67	 Takes in, say
	 70	 La Méditerranée, 

e.g.
	 71	 Hall of Fame 

pitcher Blyleven
	 73	 One always 

reaching for the 
Skyy?

	 74	 Certain 
incumbent’s rally 
cry

	 76	 1995 Hugh 
Grant film

	 79	 Década 
components

	 80	 Pride and envy
	 81	 Barry Gibb, for 

one
	 82	 Wing it
	 83	 Aggravate
	 87	 Immigrant’s 

subj.
	 88	 Soup legume

	 90	 Transmission 
need

	 93	 “I’m on it, I’m on 
it!!”

	 94	 Ratted
	 95	 Nevada 

Northern 
Railway 
Museum city

	 96	 Symbol of 
untouchability

	 99	 Stand for a 
canvas

	102	 Swallow
	105	 Exhaust __
	106	 Set of schools 

that includes 
Vassar

	108	 Sun-Maid 
product

	110	 Portland 
summer hrs., 
perhaps

	113	 Theta follower
	114	 El __
	115	 2000s series 

set in a funeral 
home

	117	 Shut (up)
	118	 Alaskan island 

in the Eastern 
Hemisphere

	119	 “Sorry, not for 
me”

	120	 Barrel racing 
milieu

	121	 Flag
	122	 In the order 

given: Abbr.
	123	 Sassy
	124	 Whence the 

Israelites fled

DOWN
	 1	 Lifelong, as a 

fan
	 2	 Seller of dogs
	 3	 Like the Namib
	 4	 Adobe file 

format
	 5	 Disc golf starting 

point
	 6	 Attacks, knight-

style
	 7	 Friend of 

François
	 8	 Green Bay 

legend
	 9	 Mao __-tung
	 10	 Sent in
	 11	 Pitcher of milk?
	 12	 Pudelpointer, 

say
	 13	 Time toggle
	 14	 Site of Pei’s 

pyramid
	 15	 Glass-roofed 

lobbies

	 16	 Runway walker
	 17	 Grinch creator
	 19	 Toughies
	 23	 All __: including 

everything
	 28	 One of the 

halogens
	 29	 “Yes, yes, 

Dominique”
	 30	 __ Scurry, 

1999 Women’s 
World Cup 
championship 
U.S. team 
goalkeeper

	 32	 Evil intent
	 34	 Brandy letters
	 35	 Siamese, e.g.
	 36	 Museum works
	 37	 Online program
	 40	 2001 Peace 

Prize sharer 
Annan

	 43	 Poem of loss
	 45	 Hospital supply
	 46	 Word with best 

or book
	 47	 Cars in jams, 

say
	 49	 “Star Trek” 

franchise 
Klingon

	 50	 2012 Best 
Picture

	 53	 DH’s stat
	 55	 Former 49ers 

coach Bill
	 57	 Nix
	 58	 Bakery workers
	 59	 Reach for the 

Skyy
	 60	 Alpine goats
	 61	 Monterey 

neighbor
	 62	 Old-time 

cinemas
	 63	 Collection plate 

alternative
	 67	 French 101 verb
	 68	 Jockey strap
	 69	 “Auld Lang __”
	 72	 Dress (up) 

fancily
	 74	 Mosaic pieces
	 75	 Prevents, by law
	 77	 Sherpa, 

commonly
	 78	 Suffix with ump-
	 79	 Astaire and a 

singer
	 82	 Survey category
	 84	 Fight stopper, 

for short
	 85	 Online response 

to humor
	 86	 Barely manage, 

with “out”
	 89	 Disturb

	 91	 Most up in the 
air

	 92	 Botches, with 
“up”

	 94	 Option at the 
bagel shop

	 97	 Forget to 
mention

	 98	 Academic job 
security

	 99	 Throw out
	100	 Its name is 

derived from 
Provençal words 
for “garlic” and 
“oil”

	101	 Stringed Asian 
instrument

	103	 Homes in the 
woods

	104	 Nonsense
	107	 Engage in 

verbal jousting
	109	 In the distance
	110	 Marine hazard
	111	 Word with sleep 

or freeze
	112	 Pace with a 

wide range of 
speeds

	115	 Guest in a team 
owner’s skybox, 
often

	116	 Eggy beverage
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“NO MORE TEARS” 
By YAAKOV 
BENDAVID

ACROSS
	 1	 Stand array
	 6	 Exams for 

aspiring MBAs
	 11	 Border
	 15	 Word with 

dance or union
	 19	 Work as a team
	 20	 Draw a bead on
	 21	 Old alphabet 

character
	 22	 Inter __: among 

others
	 23	 Chicken lover’s 

comment?
	 27	 Most 

exceptional, in 
recent lingo

	 28	 Relish
	 29	 Afternoon 

service
	 30	 Not cluttered
	 31	 Race
	 32	 Tannery tub
	 33	 Cycle starter
	 34	 What many 

writers work on
	 37	 Attains
	 41	 Gondoliers’ tools
	 43	 Denial from 

one with a very 
recent white 
mustache?

	 46	 Ant or Arkin
	 50	 Like much junk 

mail
	 51	 Title words 

before Legend 
or Woman

	 52	 Consume
	 53	 “You __ 

Beautiful”: Joe 
Cocker hit

	 54	 Roast job
	 55	 Some 

notebooks
	 56	 Reporter’s query
	 58	 Decides one will
	 59	 Ewe, for one
	 60	 Biblical prophet
	 62	 Local monastery 

VIP?
	 64	 Air__, 2011 

Southwest 
acquisition

	 65	 Chicago’s __ 
Tower

	 66	 “Now, where __ 
we?”

	 67	 Bad do result?
	 71	 Italian actress 

Virna
	 72	 Submissions to 

an ed.
	 75	 Big name 

in plastic 
explosives

	 76	 First name in 
folk

	 77	 Hwy. crime
	 78	 Hogwarts 

potions master
	 80	 Word before 

county, river or 
Bill

	 81	 Cincinnati-to-
Detroit dir.

	 82	 Japanese 
assent

	 83	 “Turn! Turn! 
Turn!” 
songwriter

	 84	 Hand measure
	 85	 Young shepherd 

resigned to 
losing his flock?

	 89	 Resignee before 
Richard

	 91	 More jumpy
	 92	 Camp 

equipment
	 93	 Soccer star 

Hamm
	 96	 N. American 

land
	 97	 82-Down’s 

predecessor
	 98	 Lawless role
	100	 Short __: 

little or no 
consideration

	102	 Environs
	104	 Drives out
	108	 Evita’s 

exhortation to 
use sunscreen?

	111	 Aunt Bee’s 
charge

	112	 Boathouse 
items

	113	 Ancient: Pref.

	114	 Rock-’n’-
roller whom 
Forrest Gump 
supposedly met

	115	 Look as though
	116	 Small amount
	117	 Strict
	118	 Saxes, e.g.

DOWN
	 1	 New Mexico 

native
	 2	 Aware of
	 3	 Petty peeves
	 4	 “The Ballad of 

Buster Scruggs” 
co-director

	 5	 Paris divider
	 6	 Comic
	 7	 Jazz legend 

Jackson
	 8	 Friend of Paris
	 9	 Personal point 

of view
	 10	 “Casey at the Bat” 

autobiographer
	 11	 Gas in some 

lasers
	 12	 Cheer (up)
	 13	 108-card game
	 14	 Roger Ebert 

gave one entitled 
“Remaking My 
Voice” in 2011

	 15	 “Funny not 
funny”

	 16	 Sought-after 
guests

	 17	 Hybrid big cat
	 18	 “Swing Shift” 

actress Christine
	 24	 Got warmer 

while searching 
for

	 25	 “... __, and a 
lasting peace”: 
Lincoln

	 26	 Head of Québec
	 32	 Electrical unit
	 34	 Jacob Riis 

concerns
	 35	 Skosh
	 36	 Like typical King 

novels
	 38	 Reebok rival
	 39	 Pros with 

schedules
	 40	 That guy
	 41	 Liszt’s 

instrument
	 42	 “Being and 

Nothingness” 
philosopher

	 44	 Unpredictable 
events

	 45	 Tournaments
	 47	 Bandleader 

Arnaz

	 48	 Regarding
	 49	 Peaty land
	 53	 Kept in the 

know
	 55	 Pioneering 

video game
	 56	 Hacky Sack 

maker
	 57	 Present
	 58	 Change for a 

five
	 61	 Tailless feline
	 62	 Color named for 

a duck
	 63	 D-Day conflict
	 64	 Jackson Hole 

backdrop
	 65	 Kate, pre-

taming
	 67	 Dangerous 

biters
	 68	 Insightful
	 69	 Community pool 

site
	 70	 2009 Panasonic 

purchase
	 71	 Mario’s brother
	 72	 Myopic Mr.
	 73	 Competed in a 

British bee
	 74	 Feudal workers
	 77	 Roast site
	 79	 English coal 

mining city

	 81	 Filmmaker 
Ephron

	 82	 DDE’s 
predecessor

	 83	 Unruffled
	 85	 Small bars
	 86	 “Barry” star Bill
	 87	 Merging places
	 88	 Common nut 

shape
	 90	 Musical dragon 

loved by Little 
Jackie Paper

	 93	 Windows 
precursor

	 94	 “That’s my 
dream”

	 95	 Memorable links 
nickname

	 97	 Put icing on
	 99	 Bay Area 

NFLer
	101	 Bullet point, e.g.
	102	 Curly do
	103	 Dodge City, to 

Ford County
	104	 Storied fox title
	105	 Honey site
	106	 Writer Bagnold
	107	 Cause for a 

kid’s grounding
	109	 Babble
	110	 Belgian or 

brown
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Receding airline: The flight you 
just missed as it disappears into 
the sky. (Jeff Shirley, Richmond) 

Reliarable: Describing people who 
can be counted on to rattle off 
falsehoods whenever they open 
their mouths. (Sorry, I can’t come 
up with any examples.) (Kel Nagel, 
Salisbury, Md.) 

Risquéclair: Why is that pastry 
shaped like . . . that? (Jeff 
Contompasis) 

Shangri-ladies’ rooms: Where 
there’s never a line, the mirrors are 
slimming and the three-ply 
Cottonelle flows like wine. (Jeff 
Shirley)

Sir Lancelittle: The ladies teased 
him for having a short spear. (Jesse 
Frankovich, Lansing, Mich.) 

Selfie by Kathleen Delano

Loser Kathleen Delano is 
attacked by this week’s prize. 


