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“LOW-TECH 
GLOSSARY” By 
MATT McKINLEY

ACROSS
	 1	 Next to nothing?
	 5	 New newts
	 9	 Trying to break 

a tie, briefly
	 13	 Battle zone 

journalist
	 18	 Courier 

alternative
	 20	 Area below 

Greenwich 
Village

	 21	 Equivalent of 
neener

	 22	 Weeper of myth
	 23	 Part of a parallel 

parking lesson?
	 26	 “I might”
	 27	 Redundant 

modifier of “bit”
	 28	 Sealskin boot
	 29	 Castle defense
	 31	 City west of 

Boise
	 33	 “__ for Alibi”: 

Grafton novel
	 34	 Sch. in 

Manhattan
	 38	 One of Mary 

Stuart’s people
	 40	 When one might 

have a late 
lunch

	 42	 Pet store array
	 43	 Lead-in for 

worm
	 44	 Hesitates
	 46	 Cookie recipe?
	 48	 1977 Steely 

Dan album
	 49	 Pleasing 

application
	 50	 Nonfiction piece
	 52	 Mayall of “Drop 

Dead Fred”
	 53	 Go right to the 

top?
	 54	 Monetary 

promises
	 55	 Pretty pitcher
	 56	 Starbucks order
	 58	 Stats for NFL 

defensive 
linemen

	 59	 Fishing __
	 60	 Tar Heel State 

campus
	 61	 Corporate 

agreement 
finalizer

	 62	 Basic security 
feature

	 64	 USN rank
	 65	 Déjà vu?
	 68	 Shore bird
	 71	 Graph’s 

depiction
	 73	 Schulz’s 

“psychiatric 
help” dispenser

	 74	 Tot’s scrape
	 75	 New beginning
	 76	 Devious 

intentions
	 78	 Scrap
	 80	 Soft shoes
	 81	 PC scrolling key

	 82	 Not often seen
	 83	 “What __ the 

odds?!”
	 84	 Get clean
	 85	 Board game 

with a lawsuit 
card

	 86	 Org. with a two-
leaved flower 
logo

	 87	 Spider-Man?
	 91	 Best way to 

play, teamwise
	 93	 Wrinkly-faced 

dog
	 94	 Bars on the 

road
	 95	 Actress 

Samantha
	 97	 Tax-evasion 

agts.
	 98	 Deceptively 

convincing
	100	 Bearded bovine
	101	 Not quite first-

stringers
	103	 Fords whose 

initials didn’t 
actually stand 
for anything

	104	 West Coast 
surfing mecca

	106	 Musical symbols
	109	 Just not done

	112	 What a jittery 
camera operator 
may be having?

	116	 Candy heart 
words

	117	 Barely made it, 
with “by”

	118	 Where Zeno 
taught

	119	 Cellphone group 
pic, in slang

	120	 Military rookie
	121	 Upbeat
	122	 Snippy return
	123	 Macy’s div., e.g.

DOWN
	 1	 Locomotive 

compartment
	 2	 Q.E.D. word
	 3	 “Impressive!”
	 4	 What most do in 

class
	 5	 Medium power?
	 6	 Configuration
	 7	 Bank heist unit
	 8	 Save, as money
	 9	 Pakistan’s 

longest river
	 10	 Stooge laugh
	 11	 Row
	 12	 Travelers 

celebrated 
annually

	 13	 How tour 
groups move

	 14	 Mazda two-
seater

	 15	 Youngster
	 16	 Go out on the 

beach?
	 17	 Bad mark
	 19	 Crescent-

shaped
	 24	 Poe title 

stowaway
	 25	 Jennyanydots’ 

creator
	 30	 Turow memoir
	 32	 “I’ll skip it, 

thanks”?
	 34	 “The Trial” 

author
	 35	 Poirot’s note-

to-self about 
locating the 
Orient Express 
murder 
weapon?

	 36	 “Solve or spin?” 
host

	 37	 Cafeteria staples
	 38	 Swinging-doors 

site
	 39	 Meteorologist’s 

rainfall 
prediction 
measure?

	 41	 Skier’s aid
	 42	 Gum source
	 44	 Renaissance __
	 45	 Land with a 

59-Across
	 47	 Like many 

shakes
	 51	 On its way
	 53	 Ms. __-Man
	 56	 Car battery 

pioneer
	 57	 Tide table?
	 58	 Apt rhyme for 

“eye”
	 60	 Times to 

prepare
	 61	 Cooks in oil
	 63	 Happens
	 66	 Michelob diet 

beers
	 67	 Like arguments 

no longer worth 
having

	 69	 European perch
	 70	 A chamber 

work by Louis 
Spohr was the 
first to bear this 
title

	 72	 W. Coast’s 101, 
e.g.

	 76	 Jobs before the 
main job

	 77	 Really enjoy

	 79	 Eponymous 
chair maker

	 80	 “CSI” actress 
Helgenberger

	 81	 Crashed
	 84	 Enchants
	 87	 Bide one’s time 

during, as a 
storm

	 88	 Bk. after 
Genesis

	 89	 Much ado about 
nothing

	 90	 Workout wt.
	 92	 As far down as 

it’s been
	 96	 Rule violations
	 99	 Garlic unit
	100	 Overly showy
	102	 Prefix with 

tourist
	104	 Springfield bar
	105	 Composer 

Bartók
	107	 Wind similar to 

a piccolo
	108	 Small cut
	109	 Involuntary habit
	110	 Phrase on a 

menu
	111	 Bar order
	113	 “Top Hat” studio
	114	 Already acquired
	115	 Acquire
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BY PAT MYERS

Whoa, Week 1332 proved more 
daunting than I’d expected; writing 
limericks that are both flawless 
and funny is hard enough — and 
then there was the extra challenge 
that they be acrostics: that the first 
letter of each line spelled out a 
pertinent word or name. 
But you know: the Losers. They’re 
good.

4th place
Put his principles off to the side; 
Enthused, he accepted the ride. 
No big deal that the Don
Cheats and lies — I’ll still fawn!”
Embarrassing, dude. Have some 
pride. 
(Duncan Stevens, Vienna, Va.)   

3rd place
To the White House: good day from 
Block C!
Really loving Cell 143, 
Undisturbed and at ease, 
My . . . achoo! Did I sneeze? 
Pardon me, Mr. Prez, pardon me.   
— P. Manafort, U.S. Penitentiary  
(Duncan Stevens)  

2nd place and the mug 
with a ceramic 
rattlesnake head inside:  
There now is a man (you know who)
Who pours out his heart on the loo
Each grudge he has held — 
Emphatic, misspelled — 
The musings of Whiny the Pooh. 
(Gary Crockett, Chevy Chase)

And the winner 
of the Lose Cannon:
Cory B., Kirsten G., Harris, more:
Ryan, Sanders, in all twenty-four!
O’Rourke, Warren, Biden, 
Will the field even widen? . . . 
Don’t DARE, Hillary. Nope. Yeah, 
we’re sure.
(Hildy Zampella, Alexandria)  

’Rick pshaws:
Honorable mentions
To the Prez: May I come by for tea?
Right there in the White House 
we’ll be;
Undisturbed, we will savor
Mugs of brew . . . hmmm, what 
flavor? 
Peach and mint would be perfect 
for me.   —  E. Warren, U.S. Senate
(Duncan Stevens)

Baseball fans and the sport’s 
cognoscenti
Really thought he already made 
plenty.
Yet he signed with the Phils — 
Close to 300 mills — 
Even though he is hitting .220. 
(Dave Zarrow, Reston; since this 
was written, Harper is back up to 
.251) 

Disqualified! My life’s ambition — 
Equestrian race competition — 
Ruined now: went astray, 
Bumped a pal; now they say: 
Your next Derby is tagged 
“Demolition.”  
— Maximum Security, Stable B
(Duncan Stevens)

Body language? I read it like 
Braille,  
I’ll just nuzzle your hair and inhale.
Donald’s term has been strange,
End it now, make a change! 
Nominate me — old handsy white
male.  (Bill Dorner, Indianapolis) 

A POTUS with all the right stuff!
How on earth can we praise him 
 enough? 
Oh, what a rare bird! 
Let’s now find a word 
Evoking him . . . that’s not so tough.
 (Brian Allgar, Paris) 

Push the button and watch him say 
 “YES!”
Every “Donald” begins with “God 
 bless.”
Not a robot, but wired
’Cause he knows what’s required:
Eating up all the president’s mess.
(Frank Mann, Washington)

No-nonsense Pelosi is known
As the one who makes Trump look 
half-grown.
Nancy sets him down hard, 
Catching Donnie off guard. 
You can tell she’s had kids of her 
own.  (Jonathan Jensen, Baltimore)

“North Korea is now our good 
friend! 
Ugly threats are no longer the 
trend.  
Kim Jong Un (have you heard?)
 Even gave me his word,
So I’m SURE all that testing will 
end.” —  D.T.   (Beverley Sharp, 
Montgomery, Ala.) 

Come and join me for dinner today!
Have a lobster, foie gras, a filet!
Even though it’s a date — 
And it’s gonna be great! — 
Perhaps you could offer to pay?

(Beverley Sharp)

Gosh darnit, Excel closed the sheet
And then froze. Once again I repeat
The third-finger salute,
End a task, and reboot.
Sick and tired of CTRL-ALT-DEL.
(Chris Doyle, Denton, Tex.)

I can speak out, but nobody hears
Only cornstalks (because they have
ears)
Whoa, it’s pols without end!
And each one my best friend.
No, really! Well, every four years.
(Gary Crockett)

Found on beach making sculptures 
obscene;
Laundered cash in a washing 
machine;
Made some meth, stole a boat,
Ate his ex-wife’s pet goat;
Now in prison for 10 to 15.
(Jesse Frankovich, Grand Ledge, 
Mich.) 

Let others seek Pulitzer Prizes;

Our aim, for which each of us vies,
  is
Some new blots of ink — 
Empress says we don’t stink! — 
Rejoicing in crap she supplies us. 
(Ann Martin, Brentwood, Md.)

Pat possesses a sizable case
Rich in trinkets that reek of 
 disgrace.
If you don’t have enough
Zero-usefulness stuff,
Enter something that takes second 
place! (Jesse Frankovich)

So I think I might know how to 
rhyme
Terrifically clever this time
Yet it stalls about here — 
Lassitude, dude — it’s clear:
Everyone’s better than I’m. 
(Marli Melton, Carmel Valley, Calif.)

May her praises be intergalactic;
Yes, extol her in phrases didactic!
Endless kudos proclaim,
Raise her glorious name!
Sucking up is my favorite tactic.
(David Schildkret, Chandler, Ariz.)

And last: 
Really TOUGH Invitational week: 
Half acrostic, half limerick  — eek!
Yet I’ll take on this onus
Meta theme: “And Last” bonus?
Empress, see how I followed all 
rules? (Hildy Zampella)

Still running — deadline  Monday 
night, June 17: our contest for 
poems based on words in this 
year’s National Spelling Bee.  
See wapo.st/invite1335. 

THE STYLE INVITATIONAL

Ha fives: Winning acrostic limericks 

New contest for Week 1336: 
Two ways about it

What’s something that could be said both among 
Style Invitational Losers and in bed? 

“That’s okay, there’s always next week.” (Ward 
Kay) 

“That’s the funniest thing I’ve ever seen!” (Jesse
Frankovich)

“You’d better hurry up — the deadline is midnight
Monday.” (Elden Carnahan) 

“I like it best with the horses.” (Michelle Stupak)
“Not bad, but you’re no Jesse Frankovich.” (Jesse

Frankovich) 

This week’s contest was suggested by Loser Alex 
Blackwood, who helps the Empress out enormously in the 
Style Invitational Devotees group on Facebook as co­
admin. Alex posited the question above to the Devotees a 
few days ago, generating a long string of double­
entendres including the ones above. 

Which got her thinking: What if we made a mix­and­
match contest with a bunch of other situations as well? 
This week: What’s something (printable) you could 
say in two — or more — of these situations: 

l In bed
l On a game show
l At the supermarket
l During a haircut
l At a restaurant
l At Ikea
l At a doctor’s office
l In a job interview
l When Donald Trump visits your country
l Among Style Invitational Losers

Submit entries at wapo.st/enter­invite­1336 (all 
lowercase). 

Winner gets the Lose Cannon, our Style Invitational
trophy. Second place receives a Loser Personal Care 
Three­Pack, featuring a trio of perfectly normal toiletries 
with perfectly Loserly juvenile names: Boudreaux’s Butt 
Paste, which is plain old zinc oxide rash ointment; Anti 
Monkey Butt, which is talcum powder and some 
calamine; and Moco de Gorila, or Gorilla Snot, which is of 
course hair gel. The Snot was donated by Valerie Holt; 
Elden Carnahan offered up the other two. 

Other runners-up win our “You Gotta Play to Lose”
Loser Mug or our “Whole Fools” Grossery Bag. Honorable 
mentions get one of our lusted­after Loser magnets, “Too­
Weak Notice” or “Certificate of (de)Merit.” First Offenders 
receive only a smelly tree­shaped air “freshener” (FirStink 
for their first ink). Deadline is Monday night, June 24; 
results published July 14 in print, July 11 online. See 
general contest rules and guidelines at wapo.st/InvRules. 
The headline for this week’s results is by Jesse Frankovich; 
Beverley Sharp wrote the honorable­mentions subhead. 
Join the lively Style Invitational Devotees group on 
Facebook at on.fb.me/invdev. “Like” the Style Invitational 
Ink of the Day on Facebook at bit.ly/inkofday; follow 
@StyleInvite on Twitter.

  The Style Conversational: The Empress’s weekly
online column discusses each new contest and set of 
results. Especially if you plan to enter, check it out at 
wapo.st/styleconv.

Diversions
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BY  JACQUELINE BIGAR

HAPPY BIRTHDAY | June 16: This year, you often defer to another person. You might feel as if you have little 
choice, but you do. Try to incorporate different and seemingly opposing ideas together. It can be done if you look at 
the base issue. If single, you might date a lot before you even want to settle down. Make it okay to be single. If 
you’re attached, you work together as a couple to find a new way of gutting problems. You will become closer as a 
result. Sagittarius encourages you to risk and grow.

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
Reach out for someone at a 
distance who gives you a lot of 
insight, solutions and new ideas. 
Conversations are somewhat 
relevant, but check out different 
facts. Detach and remain positive.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
Relate openly with a key person. 
Allow more openness about a 
financial matter. You will be able to 
stretch to make the purchase. The 
unexpected pops. You will find that 
excitement surrounds your actions.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
Sometimes you might find that 
deferring to another person who is 
very different from you can be hard. 
Look at it as a learning experience 
about how others work and 
process.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
You might be weighing a decision 
that involves your health, such as a 
diet, more frequent visits to the 
gym or a new sport or hobby. 
Someone might be pushing you in 
a certain direction. Do not be 
swayed.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
Express your fun-loving personality. 
Inevitably, others respond to your 
actions and choices. You enjoy your 
friends and loved ones. Nothing 
pleases you as much as a good 
flirtation.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Your ability to identify with a 
roommate or family member 
emerges. You feel as if you need to 
understand where they are coming 
from, especially for domestic 
peace. You could be surprised by 
what you hear.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
Keep conversations flowing. Do not 
look for any meaningful or heavy 

comments. Just enjoy the company 
you have. A lightness will feel better 
anyway. Laughter naturally ensues.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
You see a difference in the way you 
manage a difficult situation as 
opposed to what a partner does. 
Try to avoid being extreme or 
uptight. Your end results and 
conversations will be more 
satisfying.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
You feel empowered once more. 
Before you blindly go off and enjoy 
your day, you might want to 
consider whether there is 
something or someone you want to 
touch base with.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Make it okay to take a back seat 

HOROSCOPE

and not get actively involved. In 
fact, you might want to nix a social 
event and do your own thing. A 
must appearance is not 
inevitable. Opt for a lengthy 
snooze or time as a couch potato 
watching a movie.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
Friends play a significant role in 
your planning. Getting together 
with your pals often provides your 
most fun times. Let it all hang out 
when you finally meet up with your 
inner circle.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
Flow with an opportunity. You hear 
news that you might want to keep 
hush-hush. You will be able to do 
that for a while. You could feel 
confused by all that comes up, 
which you might not understand.

“WATER MUSIC” 
By PAM AMICK 
KLAWITTER

ACROSS
	 1	 Reading aid
	 5	 __ Office
	 9	 Resort amenity
	 12	 Allergic reactions
	 18	 DQ Blizzard 

flavor
	 19	 Bridal gown 

decoration
	 20	 First one cast, 

usually
	 21	 Speaks in a 

boring way
	 22	 It happens 

without warning
	 25	 Buzzard’s 

snack, perhaps
	 26	 Avoid, as a 

puddle
	 27	 Big piece
	 28	 Truck propeller
	 29	 Finish off, as a 

cake
	 30	 __ Bridge, 

which connects 
Buffalo, NY, 
to Fort Erie, 
Ontario

	 31	 Carnival 
destination

	 32	 Old car starter
	 35	 “Tarzan” critter
	 37	 Took off again
	 39	 Skeptical reply
	 43	 Reason for an 

ankle monitor
	 46	 Phishing target
	 48	 Payroll service 

co.
	 49	 Exam given 

intradermally, 
for short

	 50	 “Chicago” actor
	 52	 “Do ___ to eat 

a peach?”: Eliot
	 53	 Cut the crop
	 55	 Salt on the 

Seine
	 56	 Word with bed 

or board
	 58	 Bellyached
	 60	 “ABC World 

News Tonight” 
anchor David

	 61	 Rate of speed
	 63	 Fond du __, 

Wisconsin
	 64	 90-Across garb
	 65	 Hollywood tease
	 67	 Keyboard 

centerpiece, 
and a phonetic 
hint to six long 
puzzle answers

	 70	 Loose, pants-
wise

	 73	 Blood donation 
unit

	 75	 Before, before
	 76	 “Piece of cake!”
	 78	 Shapely school 

subj.?
	 80	 Milk sources 

nowadays
	 83	 One-in-a-million

	 85	 Young fellow
	 86	 Quotable “Star 

Wars” character
	 87	 “North Woods 

Law” critter
	 88	 Head of the 

party?
	 90	 See 64-Across
	 93	 Short bylaw?
	 94	 “Wheel” coup
	 96	 It’s more than 

right
	 98	 Western skyline 

sight
	 99	 Skilled speaker
	102	 Craft beer letters
	103	 Witherspoon of 

“Wild”
	104	 Pup __
	106	 Directly
	108	 Big name in 

luxury cars
	109	 Nightly news 

segment
	111	 First name in 

’70s tennis
	112	 Gets some air
	117	 “I Love __”: 

Irving Berlin 
song with the 
line “So you can 
keep your fiddle 
and your bow”

	118	 Fringe benefit 
for some reps

	120	 “Othello” role
	121	 Korean exports
	122	 Online break-in
	123	 Actress 

Campbell
	124	 New York’s __ 

Island
	125	 Military VIP
	126	 Products of 

66-Down
	127	 Part of GPS: 

Abbr.

DOWN
	 1	 Leader leader?
	 2	 Stuck in __
	 3	 Trifling
	 4	 Magical Mary
	 5	 Garden of 

eating?
	 6	 Spray holder
	 7	 HP rival
	 8	 Michele of 

“Glee”
	 9	 Position
	 10	 Member of 

the first Super 
Bowl-winning 
team

	 11	 Boat for 
couples

	 12	 Client
	 13	 Fishing basket
	 14	 Frontier 

transport
	 15	 Generous 

words
	 16	 Trompe l’__
	 17	 Identity theft 

target, briefly
	 20	 Little created by 

E.B. White
	 23	 Zoom
	 24	 With 112-Down, 

classic Faulkner 
story

	 28	 Examine in 
detail

	 30	 Preppy trio?
	 32	 Bracelet 

ornament
	 33	 Arrived on 

wheels
	 34	 Childcare aide
	 35	 Russian 

workers’ 
cooperative

	 36	 Opening bout, 
for short

	 38	 Word for us
	 40	 Swedish 

wheels
	 41	 Nagy of 

Hungary

	 42	 Put coins into
	 44	 Sneak off and 

hide
	 45	 Bering, e.g.: 

Abbr.
	 47	 Calf catcher
	 50	 World Cup cry
	 51	 Event host
	 54	 Item on the best 

man’s checklist
	 57	 More mature
	 59	 Actress/activist 

married to 
Ossie Davis

	 62	 Waterside 
sights

	 66	 See 126-Across
	 68	 “Curses!” 

cousin
	 69	 Bring to the 

majors, in 
baseball

	 71	 Presidential 
name in three 
centuries

	 72	 Alpine songs
	 74	 Wearable ads, 

maybe
	 77	 Spicy dip
	 79	 Kid-lit “Maniac”
	 80	 Car radio letters
	 81	 It’s handed 

down

	 82	 Chili’s 
competitor

	 84	 Flow 
counterpart

	 89	 Off-tangent link
	 91	 Arguing
	 92	 Airport surface
	 95	 Floatplane 

feature
	 96	 Wild revelries
	 97	 Units of force
	100	 “Call the 

Midwife” nurse
	101	 Crankcase 

reservoir
	105	 Bert’s pal
	107	 Barnyard mama
	108	 Stella Artois 

alternative
	109	 Minor fight
	110	 Italian tower 

town
	112	 See 24-Down
	113	 Human __
	114	 Toon nephew
	115	 USPS stack
	116	 Editorial “let it 

stand”
	117	 They run often 

in summer, 
initially

	118	 ER graph
	119	 MAX rival
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More dully, it’s rash ointment, 
talcum powder and hair gel: 
This week’s second prize.

BOB STAAKE FOR THE WASHINGTON POST


