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“POLITICAL 
INSIDERS” By 
ALAN ARBESFELD

ACROSS
	 1	 Truckers’ 

competition
	 7	 Finish behind
	 13	 Adenauer 

sobriquet 
meaning “the 
old man”

	 20	 Turns inside out
	 21	 Available
	 22	 Dressing choice
	 23	 Kiddie lit hero 

created by Hans 
and Margret 
Rey (#18)

	 25	 Sways on a 
curve

	 26	 Space cadet?
	 27	 Suspense 

novelist Tami
	 28	 Fields of 

comedy
	 30	 ’70s-’80s batting 

instructor Charlie
	 31	 Must
	 33	 It usually begins 

“How many 
(whatever) does 
it take ... ” (#36)

	 37	 “Mi casa __ 
casa”

	 38	 Bk. after 
Proverbs

	 40	 Raise
	 41	 Winnebago 

descendants
	 42	 Winter wear
	 44	 Dining __
	 45	 “__ to eat and 

run ... ”
	 48	 Gain a lap
	 51	 Film based 

on the novel 
“Shoeless Joe” 
(#32)

	 54	 __ Gimignano: 
walled Tuscany 
town

	 57	 “It’s __ wind ... ”
	 59	 KOA visitor
	 60	 Menu option
	 61	 Website page
	 62	 Rhythm rattler
	 64	 Longtime rock 

’n’ roll disc 
jockey Dan

	 67	 “It’s suddenly 
clear”

	 69	 What’s hidden 
in answers with 
an apt “#” in 
their clues

	 72	 1991 Steve 
Martin film set in 
Calif.

	 73	 Front line?
	 74	 Spiced up
	 75	 Big ones are 

found on Wall 
Street

	 76	 Altar 
agreements

	 78	 Austrian 
expressionist 
Schiele

	 80	 Former “60 
Minutes” 
debater __ 
Alexander

	 81	 Judge of hoops
	 82	 Arizona tourist 

attraction (#34)
	 86	 Dorm room, 

perhaps
	 87	 Cartoon strip
	 88	 Small team
	 89	 Put a stop to
	 91	 Mtge.-offering 

business
	 94	 Mosque leader
	 96	 Wine 

characteristic
	 97	 Revelations
	101	 Athletic retiree? 

(#37)
	105	 Mr. Clean 

competitor
	107	 “M*A*S*H” extra
	108	 Knight clubs
	109	 River to the 

Rhein
	111	 “__ woods 

these are I think 
I know”: Frost

	112	 Letting it all 
hang out, 
theatrically

	114	 Religious high 
point? (#33)

	118	 What love and 
hate share?

	119	 “It’s My Party” 
singer Gore

	120	 Shakespearean 
attendant

	121	 Hybrid with 
thorns

	122	 Overage
	123	 Main squeeze

DOWN
	 1	 Fix, as a rattan 

chair
	 2	 Small eggs
	 3	 Cliff dwellings
	 4	 Ran out, as a 

supply
	 5	 Preppy jackets
	 6	 The Beavers of 

the Pac-12
	 7	 Macy’s red star, 

e.g.
	 8	 Low tie
	 9	 Japanese 

chess
	 10	 Hammer site
	 11	 “Star Trek” spin-

off, briefly
	 12	 One-named folk 

singer
	 13	 Mirabile __: 

wonderful to say
	 14	 Amazon 

business
	 15	 Cheesy “Welsh” 

dishes
	 16	 Brown __

	 17	 Stay under the 
radar

	 18	 Yankees’ 
pitcher 
Masahiro

	 19	 Happens as a 
result

	 24	 Stunning 
surprise

	 29	 Conan of 
“Conan”

	 32	 Garr of 
“Tootsie”

	 34	 Tennis great 
Steffi

	 35	 Group in a drive
	 36	 Veep between 

Dick and Mike
	 39	 Friend of 

Hobbes
	 43	 Gp. created by 

a 1955 merger
	 44	 Welsh herding 

dogs
	 46	 Invited to one’s 

place
	 47	 Israeli author 

who wrote “A 
Tale of Love 
and Darkness”

	 48	 Array of 
chocolates, say

	 49	 Seething
	 50	 Loses interest in

	 52	 X-ray examiner, 
perhaps

	 53	 Odds and ends
	 54	 Many 

Beethoven 
pieces

	 55	 “One sec”
	 56	 Long Island 

paper
	 58	 Has legs
	 61	 Pulitzer 

journalist 
Seymour

	 63	 “Rocky” role
	 65	 ’90s Indian 

prime minister
	 66	 Planetary 

reflected-light 
ratio

	 68	 Discharges
	 70	 Singer Gorme
	 71	 Pitcher Jesse 

with a record 
1,252 regular-
season 
appearances

	 77	 Surfing indoors, 
say

	 79	 Pine forest floor 
covering

	 82	 Trigger was one
	 83	 Dutch export
	 84	 Oversimplify, 

with “down”

	 85	 Funny Martha
	 87	 Common 

attached file
	 90	 Diner come-on
	 91	 Most confident
	 92	 Breakdown of 

social norms
	 93	 Inventor Tesla
	 95	 Physical 

strength
	 96	 Prepares 

(oneself) for 
impact

	 98	 Fanfare
	 99	 Like 

supermarkets 
and stadiums

	100	 Cold and wet, 
maybe

	102	 Goes on a 
tirade

	103	 Bobby in a 1971 
#1 hit

	104	 Country rocker 
Steve

	106	 Exercise 
beads?

	110	 Matthew of “The 
Americans”

	113	 Thrice, in Rx’s
	115	 Bad spell
	116	 2017 Pac-12 

champs
	117	 Sharp products
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BY  PAT MYERS

In Week 1263 we supplied lists of 
the abbreviations used on 
scoreboards for Olympic and 
college teams, and asked you to say 
what would happen if any two 
(sometimes more) were matched 
up.  The most common 
combination: The BARbados-
BERmuda match was a close 
shave, won by a whisker, a hairy 
competition, lots of clipping calls, 
point shaving, etc. etc. etc. 

4th place
If Utah State University (USU) 
played the University of Rhode 
Island (URI), there would be 
guaranteed high interest. (Ira Allen, 
Bethesda)  

3rd place
The players drowned out the crowd 
when Burkina Faso (BUR) took on 
Papua New Guinea (PNG) in 
competitive beer drinking. (Mary 
McNamara, Washington)  

2nd place and the 
electric Yodeling Pen:
When Turkey (TUR) and Villanova 
(NOVA) play, there are plenty of 
fumbles and interceptions. (Mark 
Raffman, Reston) 

And the winner of the 
Lose Cannon:
If Grambling State (GRAM) was to 
play Morocco (MAR) . . . Wait — Is 
that “was” or “were”? (Meg Win-
ters, Alexandria, a First Offender)  

Division II:
Honorable mentions
Not just athletics
Haiti (HAI) v. Kansas (KU)
It is poetry 
(Gary Crockett, Chevy Chase) 

If Ghana (GHA) played Argentina 
(ARG), fans on both sides would be 
extremely frustrated with the 
referees’ calls. (Danielle Nowlin, 
Fairfax Station) 

If Robert Mueller oversaw a game 
between Wichita State (WICH) and 
the University of North Texas (UNT), 
some would call it the single 
greatest one in history. (Jesse 
Frankovich, Grand Ledge, Mich.) 

When the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (COD) plays Germany (GER), 
they mostly just complain about 
their injuries and how much better 
the game used to be. (Gary 
Crockett) 

You can always expect to see 
Harvey Weinstein at a Sierra Leone 
(SLE)-Azerbaijan (AZE) match. 
(Warren Tanabe, Annapolis)

Everyone remembers when Ala-
bama (ALA) played Miami-Ohio (M-
OH). (Duncan Stevens, Vienna, Va.) 

If Netherlands Antilles (AHO) played 
Latvia (LAT), it would be the highest-
scoring game in Olympic history. 
(Danielle Nowlin)

If Armenia (ARM) played Pittsburgh 
(PITT) in football, each team would 
rely heavily on its right guard. (Jesse 
Frankovich) 

If Barbados (BAR) played Estonia 
(EST) in a pickup game of 
basketball, it would be skins vs. 
skins. (Jesse Frankovich)

When Louisville (LOU) plays 
Syracuse (SYR), both teams finish 
second. (Mark Raffman)

If Burkina Faso (BUR) played 
Germany (GER), the game would be 
played with relish. (Mark Calandra, 
Sudbury, Mass.) 

If Central African Republic (CAF) 
raced Tanzania (TAN), the uniforms 
would be comfortable, if not exactly 
designed for speed. (John Hutchins, 
Silver Spring)

Indiana (IND) was supposed to play 
Arkansas (ARK), but no one told 
them. (Duncan Stevens)

If Estonia (EST) played Russia 
(RUS), the winner would surely play 
the Miami Heat. (Kyle Hendrickson, 
Frederick) 

The game between Peru (PER) and 
Vietnam (VIE) was canceled 
because ewwwww! (Jeff Shirley, 
Richmond) 

If Indiana State (INST) played 
Antigua and Barbuda (ANT), the 
game would be decided by a coin 
toss. (Brian Halbert, Ashburn) 

If Iraq (IRQ) played Somalia (SOM), 
the spectators would get all 
annoyed with both teams. (Beverley 
Sharp, Montgomery, Ala.) 

Let’s just hope none of the athletes 
just ate before the big Barbados 
(BAR) vs. Finland (FIN) match. 
(Mike Gips, Bethesda) 

If Team Canada (CAN) played 
Canisius (CAN) in football, it would 
be all about the kicking game. 
(Emmah Lynch, Alexandria, a First 
Offender) 

If Lamar (LAM) played Estonia 
(EST) in football, it would be like any 
Browns-Giants game. (Harold 
Mantle, Walnut Creek, Calif.) 

If Morehead State (MORE) played 
Missouri State (MOST), it would 
only be a quantifying round. (Liv 
Johansson, Alexandria) 

If Netherlands Antilles (AHO) played 
Lesotho (LES), they would both be 
disqualified for unsportsmanlike 
conduct. (Larry Levine, Rockville)

Extra lifeguards were hired for the 
Singapore (SIN)-Kenya (KEN) swim 
meet. (Pam Sweeney, Burlington, 
Mass.)

If Slovenia (SLO) faced off against 
Bahrain (BRN), the game would 
take forever but you’d be riveted 
every second. (Noam Izenberg, 
Columbia) 

If Turkey (TUR) played Bangladesh 
(BAN) in football, their helmets 
might not be too useful.  (Marleen 
May, Rockville; Beverley Sharp)

When Puerto Rico (PUR) plays 
Germany (GER), they’re going to 
heave everything on the field. (Jeff 
Hazle, San Antonio)

IIf Yemen (YEM) plays Oman 
(OMA), you can be sure  everybody 
will score. (Jeff Hazle) 

Whatever the outcome of the Butler 

(BUT)-Howard (HOW) game, the 
winners seem puzzled by their victory. 
(Kathleen Cross, Silver Spring) 

No one is overly concerned about 
the outcome between Southeast 
Louisiana (SELA) and Vietnam 
(VIE). (Jeff Shirley) 

Spectators in the stands love to do 
the wave when Suriname (SUR) 
plays Finland (FIN). (Hildy 
Zampella, Falls Church)

The Latvia (LAT) Estonia (EST) 
match just ended. (John Hutchins) 

Today’s match between the Cay-
man Islands (CAY) and Bulgaria 
(BUL) has been rescheduled for 
next Thursday between 8 and 4:30. 
(Jon Gearhart, Des Moines) 

Two teams from Papua New Guinea 
(PNG) would be more likely to face 
off in table tennis. (Daniel Hall, 
Toronto, a First Offender) 

When Indonesia’s track team (INA) 
competed against Belarus (BLR) 
the crowd blinked and missed it. 
(Mary McNamara)

When they compete, the teams 
from Barbados (BAR) and Estonia 
(EST) dress like ancient Olympic 
athletes. (Kevin Dopart, 
Washington)

If Bermuda (BER) played a 
intrasquad scrimmage, the field 
would be highly durable, stain-
resistant, and generally more 
affordable than thicker, plush fields. 
(Jesse Frankovich)

f the University of Richmond (RICH), 
Tanzania (TAN), Belize (BIZ), 
Manhattan College (MAN), Turkey 
(TUR), the Netherlands (NED) and 
Poland (POL) played each other in 
turns, it would be, like, the roundest 
robin ever. (Jesse Frankovich) 
More winners at wapo.st/invite1267.

Still running: two simultaneous 
contests; deadline for both is 
Monday night, Feb. 19:  song 
parodies about education 
(wapo.st/invite1265);  and new 
words found in ScrabbleGrams 
“racks” (wapo.st/invite1266). 

THE STYLE INVITATIONAL

The Witter Olympics: Scoreboard pairs

New for Week 1267: Jingle bungle

— Vincent van Gogh sells Bose speakers: “These are 
great even with only one ear!”
— Joan of Arc sells Zippo lighters. “When you need a 
steady flame . . .”
— The Donner Party shown on a Snickers 
commercial: “Too bad they didn’t bring along a few of 
these!” 

Head slapping is illegal in NFL football. But what else can 
you do when you see the words of a sermon by the Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr. — a sermon that goes on to attack 
the urge to accumulate status symbols, like cars — used in 
a Super Bowl commercial for Ram Trucks? 
The idea quickly got the Loser Community digging into 
its Big Vat of Terrible Ideas. In the Style Invitational 
Devotees group on Facebook, Duncan Stevens offered the 
ad slogans and “endorsers” above. This week: Suggest an 
ill­advised spokesman (dead or alive, or fictional), 
along with a humorously noooo slogan or jingle. 
(We’ve done this contest a couple of times over the years, 
but without asking for slogans; some people sent them 
anyway, like this from Russ Taylor in 2008: “Johnnie 
Cochran for Trojans: “If the glove won’t fit, you can’t 
emit.”)

Submit entries at the website wapo.st/enter-invite-1267 
(all lowercase).

Winner gets the Lose Cannon, our Style Invitational 
trophy. Second place receives a pair of thin, stretchy socks 
that aim to make your feet look like two beefsteaks. 
Modeled here (for just a few seconds) by the Empress. 
Other runners-up win our “You Gotta Play to Lose” Loser 
Mug or our Grossery Bag, “I Got a B in Punmanship.” 
Honorable mentions get one of our lusted­after Loser 
magnets, “We’ve Seen Better” or “IDiot Card.” First Offenders 
receive only a smelly tree­shaped air “freshener” (FirStink for 
their first ink). Deadline is Monday night, Feb. 26; results 
published March 18 (online March 15). See general contest 
rules and guidelines at wapo.st/InvRules. The headline “The 
Witter Olympics” is by Jesse Frankovich, as is the honorable­
mentions subhead. Join the Style Invitational Devotees group 
on Facebook at on.fb.me/invdev. 

THE STYLE CONVERSATIONAL The Empress’s weekly 
online column discusses the new contest and results. 
Especially if you plan to enter, check it out at wapo.st/
styleconv. This week the E will share the results of the 
earlier bad­endorser contests. 

Diversions
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BY  JACQUELINE BIGAR 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY | Feb. 18: This year, you will make some major changes. You will be more focused on increasing 
your financial security than ever. Saving and investing money almost become natural to you. If you are single, your 
allure is undeniable. You are likely to meet someone of interest this year. If you are attached, your relationship 
grows because of the mutual respect you and your sweetie have for each other. Aries encourages you to take a 
stand and live your life more proactively.

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
Perhaps you had not noticed that 
your energy has been off until 
today. You probably woke up and 
knew that something wasn’t right. 
Whatever you plan, make sure you 
include a good amount of physical 
activity, or else you could become 
high-strung. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
You enter a period during which 
you are more likely to succeed with 
any project you have in mind. 
Always get feedback from a trusted 
adviser. You will only improve 
whatever you are about to launch. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
Let your ideas emerge, but don’t 
feel that you have to share them 
with everyone. Listen to others’ 
comments for words of wisdom, or 
at least a helpful suggestion or two. 
Your ability to accept feedback and 
criticism will be remembered. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
You might feel as if you have little 
control if you just go along with 
others’ ideas. Present a suggestion 
or two of your own and get some 
feedback. You are likely to have 
some strong opinions about what is 
being said.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
Your smile melts another person’s 
resistance. You know that all’s well 
that ends well. If you’re feeling 
misunderstood, detach and try to 
see the big picture. Just be 
yourself, and everything will fall 
into place. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
You might feel as if there is 
something left to say in a 
conversation with a loved one. This 
person probably didn’t act or 
respond in way that you were 
expecting, which could upset you. 
Handle this matter ASAP. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
You could be more in demand than 
you’d ever thought was possible. As 
a result, you might be finding 
yourself running in every direction. 
Don’t worry so much about what 
you are doing. Consider sharing 
more of yourself with a loved one. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
You seem able to integrate what 
you hear with your own ideas. Your 
ingenuity peaks, and you will come 
up with unusual ideas. You could 
be thrilled by what you hear. Be 
willing to open up to an associate, 
but only if you trust them. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
Your playfulness delights a child or 
a loved one. Depending on who you 
are with, your inner child is likely to 
reveal itself more frequently. You 
suddenly could find that you are 
acting as if there were no 
tomorrow. 

HOROSCOPE

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
You are more likely to say what you 
mean right now, and you also will 
not hesitate to ask for more of what 
you want. Your friends and loved 
ones seem to like this openness; 
they will find you more authentic 
and fun to be around. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
You are likely to touch base with 
quite a few people today. Reach out 
to someone with whom you rarely 
have time to speak. Take the time 
to visit and catch up on this 
person’s news. Get a stronger hold 
on your finances. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
You are full of ideas and energy, but 
don’t feel as if you have to produce 
them immediately. Start sharing 
some of the personal issues you 
have been mulling over with a 
sibling or a dear friend. 

“SUBSTITUTE 
MEASURES” By 
ED SESSA

ACROSS
	 1	 Hindu “sir”
	 5	 Beaucoup
	 11	 Engineer’s 

details
	 16	 Shortening 

letters
	 19	 Abba not 

known for 
singing

	 20	 From the top, to 
Tiberius

	 21	 “Yes __”: 2008 
campaign 
slogan

	 22	 Boomer’s kid
	 23	 Measly treat for 

Polly?
	 25	 Marinade used 

in Spanish 
cooking

	 26	 __-Magnon
	 27	 Lizard-like 

amphibian
	 28	 Latin trio word
	 29	 Breakers in 

semis
	 31	 Ceremonies
	 32	 Work required 

to raise kids?
	 35	 Decked out
	 38	 Sextet in the 

Senate
	 39	 Levelheaded
	 40	 Math useful for 

cooks
	 41	 Advantage in 

kickboxing?
	 47	 Fragrant 

compound
	 48	 Ancient jewelry 

staples
	 49	 Be an 

incredible 
speaker?

	 50	 President Taft’s 
birthplace

	 51	 Not dressed 
for swimming, 
generally

	 52	 Small 27-
Acrosses

	 53	 Snake oil 
hawker, say

	 56	 Wing
	 57	 They’re heard 

in herds
	 59	 Straight
	 60	 2012 

presidential 
candidate

	 62	 The buying 
power of cash?

	 67	 Like much folk 
music

	 69	 Face or race
	 70	 Mad king of the 

stage
	 71	 One in a 

golfer’s bag
	 72	 Certain winner
	 74	 Some ’Vette 

roofs
	 77	 Musical ending
	 81	 Divided sea
	 83	 Crowded-room 

atmosphere

	 84	 Longtime name 
in catalogs

	 85	 “The Exorcist” 
actor Max  
von __

	 86	 Cub soda?
	 90	 Former mid-

sized Chevy
	 91	 “A creel of 

__, all ripples”: 
Sylvia Plath

	 92	 Fruit pastry
	 93	 Reddened, 

perhaps
	 94	 Polished 

pearls?
	 99	 Barbecue 

brand
	100	 Popular type
	101	 Cleanup hitter’s 

stats
	102	 Milk choice
	107	 Non’s opposite
	108	 Popular type
	110	 Bad snippets of 

Miss Muffet’s 
memory?

	111	 Topper for 
Rumpole of the 
Bailey

	112	 Thicket of trees
	113	 Persevered in
	114	 Traveler from 

76-Down

	115	 Sign before 
Virgo

	116	 Lugged
	117	 Treatment for 

some causes of 
backache

	118	 Puts to bed

DOWN
	 1	 More than just 

asks
	 2	 Start of a 

magical chant
	 3	 Canaanite idol
	 4	 Certain singles 

bar frequenter, 
in theory

	 5	 Spot charges
	 6	 Showed bias
	 7	 How many 

boxed sets are 
recorded

	 8	 Blackjack table 
gratuity

	 9	 Puts too much 
in the fishtank

	 10	 On behalf of
	 11	 Hindu title
	 12	 Organ part
	 13	 Coral reef, e.g.
	 14	 Hailed wine?
	 15	 Cool, colorful 

treat
	 16	 Reign supreme

	 17	 Land at Orly?
	 18	 Dracula 

repellent
	 24	 Key with three 

flats
	 28	 Shells on 

Omaha Beach
	 30	 Good, in 

Guadalupe
	 33	 Painting and 

dancing
	 34	 Preserves 

holder
	 35	 Trojan War 

god
	 36	 Mrs. on a spice 

rack
	 37	 Germany’s von 

Bismarck
	 38	 Suckling’s milk 

source
	 41	 How many are 

chosen?
	 42	 Ground grain
	 43	 Muscle-bone 

connection
	 44	 Belgian treaty 

city
	 45	 4-point F, for 

one
	 46	 Word with 

Ghost or Grail
	 48	 First lady before 

Mamie

	 52	 Tally-keeping 
cut

	 53	 Wine label word
	 54	 City NW of 

Marseille
	 55	 Pelican St. 

acronym
	 58	 Mayberry 

tippler
	 59	 Little one
	 61	 Marvin Gaye 

classic subtitled 
“The Ecology”

	 62	 Gluten source
	 63	 Texas Hold ’em 

declaration
	 64	 Mustang sally?
	 65	 Tokyo dough
	 66	 Hurdle for 

Hannibal
	 67	 “More than I 

can list” abbr.
	 68	 Actress Hatcher
	 73	 Ad-libbed
	 74	 Unwraps 

excitedly
	 75	 Political asset
	 76	 Home to 114-

Across
	 78	 One-eyed 

Norse deity
	 79	 Ready to eat
	 80	 Lots (of), as 

cash

	 82	 ’90s daytime 
talk show

	 84	 Brief quarrel
	 85	 Unrivaled
	 87	 Bring to life, in 

a way
	 88	 From the past
	 89	 Ones affected 

by bad weather, 
briefly

	 90	 First word in 
France’s motto

	 93	 Opposite of 
pass

	 94	 One might elicit 
a nervous “Nice 
dog”

	 95	 “Taxi” 
dispatcher

	 96	 La Paz paisano
	 97	 Belittle
	 98	 Nettled
	 99	 Single-minded 

about
	103	 Little snorts
	104	 Berkshire 

school
	105	 Socially 

awkward one
	106	 Sounds of 

disapproval
	109	 Jack, jill or joey
	110	 One of a pair 

on a rack
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Sole food: This week’s second 
prize (feet not included). 
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