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50 Across: Actual clue: Temporary fix

New clue: Business plan at Abercrombie

Just as we did about this time last year, we’re asking for a whole new set
of clues to a crossword penned by Ace Constructor Paula Gamache; this
one ran in The Post this past May. You’ll notice that some of the words

are already puns — Paula isn’t just a “mine entrance = adit” kinda woman.
But we’re looking for a funny clue for every last word. Offer as many as you
like; just keep the wording concise, because otherwise we won’t be able to
fit all 76 clues on this page four weeks from now. Please say which word
you’re writing the clue for; don’t just write “36 Down.” Paula will help judge.

Winner gets the Inker, the official Style Invitational trophy. Second place
receives this Over the Hill Size Long Bra pictured here, for use at your more
boorish 50th-birthday parties. Its cups are two knit pockets that each could
serve as a sheath for a long pair of scissors. It was donated by Loser Kevin
Mellema of Falls Church, whom it no longer fits.

Other runners-up win their choice of a coveted Style Invitational Loser T-shirt or yearned-for Loser Mug.
Honorable Mentions (or whatever they’re called that week) get one of the lusted-after Style Invitational
Magnets. One prize per entrant per week. Send your entries by e-mail to losers@washpost.com or by fax to
202-334-4312. Deadline is Monday, Dec. 10. Put “Week 742” in the subject line of your e-mail, or it risks
being ignored as spam. Include your name, postal address and phone number with your entry. Contests are
judged on the basis of humor and originality. All entries become the property of The Washington Post. Entries
may be edited for taste or content. Results will be published Dec. 29. No purchase required for entry.
Employees of The Washington Post, and their immediate relatives, are not eligible for prizes. Pseudonymous
entries will be disqualified. The revised title for next week’s contest was sent by both Tom Witte and Dave
Prevar and we hope no one else. This week’s Honorable Mentions name is by Russell Beland.

REPORT FROM WEEK 738
in which we asked you to compare or contrast any two items from a
randomly generated list of 15: The most frequently submitted entry:
How is Lindsay Lohan’s handbag like the peaks of Mount Whitney?
They’re both frequently covered with snow. Almost as frequent, but
better: A piranha and a “great introductory rate” will both turn
around and bite you from behind.

4 Ferrari cup holders and Lindsay Lohan’s handbag: Both
tend to be forgotten when the speed kicks in. 

(Elwood Fitzner, Valley City, N.D.)

3 Womanly knuckles and a Hawaiian Punch martini: Both
can knock you out, but at least the martini is a little

sweet about it. (Judith Cottrill, New York)

2 the winner of the gummy tapeworm and
bacon-flavored toothpicks: Womanly knuckles and cup

holders on a Ferrari: They’re both the very last features you
notice — after headlights, chassis, rear end, seat and
handling. (J. Larry Schott, Gainesville, Fla.)

AND THE WINNER OF
THE INKER
“American Gothic” and the
next three presidential
debates: The pitchfork has
three good points.
(Chuck Smith, Woodbridge)

THIS WEEK’S CONTEST

Week 742: Clue Us In

FIT TO BE TIED:
HONORABLE MENTIONS
“American Gothic” and the National
Christmas Tree: In both cases, there’s a
big white house in the background, but
it’s probably better not to know what
goes on inside. (Beverley Sharp,
Washington)

“American Gothic” and the next three
presidential debates: The painting has
only two cranky, two-dimensional
people. (Jeff Brechlin, Eagan, Minn.)

“American Gothic” and Lindsay Lohan’s
handbag: One represents the American
Farm; the other, the American Pharm.
(Tom Witte, Montgomery Village)

K One has an oversize fork, the other an
undersize spoon. (Jay Shuck, Minneapolis)

A piranha and an annotated copy of
Lynne Cheney’s “Blue Skies, No Fences”:
One is something deadly in the Amazon,
the other ON Amazon. (Larry Yungk,
temporarily in Bangkok)

A piranha and the peaks of Mount
Whitney: It’s unwise to scale either
without gloves. (Sue Lin Chong, Baltimore;
Ross Elliffe, Picton, New Zealand)

A piranha and womanly knuckles: Only
one of these makes a good nickname for
a Mafia enforcer. (Brendan Beary, Great
Mills)

Womanly knuckles and broccoli skin
cream: Only one is being thought of to
replace “womanly words” in the

Maryland state motto. (Russell Beland,
Springfield)

Womanly knuckles and Lindsay Lohan’s
handbag: With both, you never know
when you might get a little crack out of
them. (Andrew Hoenig, Rockville)

K Both are likely to hit me upside the
head if I ever were to make a pass at
Lindsay Lohan. (Tom Witte)

K Both have a few little joints.
(Lawrence McGuire, Waldorf)

Broccoli skin cream and a “great
introductory rate”: One helps you keep
your complexion, the other helps you
lose your shirt. (Lawrence McGuire)

Broccoli skin cream and an Xbox 360:
With both, overnight use leaves you
slightly green and oily. (Russ Taylor, Vienna)

K One protects your skin from the sun;
the other protects your son from the sun.
(Dan Colilla, Pittsburgh)

Lindsay Lohan’s handbag and a Hawaiian
Punch martini: You don’t want to be
holding either one when you’re pulled
over doing 120 in a 35-mph zone. (Anne
Paris, Arlington)

Lindsay Lohan’s handbag and the cup
holders on a Ferrari: The cup holders cost
only $149.50 (true!). (Art Grinath, Takoma
Park)

K Both have been puked into by Lindsay
Lohan. (Ted Theofanos, Silver Spring)

Cup holders on a Ferrari and the next

three presidential debates: Both are
things into which Dennis Kucinich just
barely fits. (Russell Beland)

The National Christmas Tree and an Xbox
360: It’d still be Christmas without the
tree. (David Smith, Santa Cruz, Calif.)

A “great introductory rate” and the cup
holders on a Ferrari:
They’re both the only
parts you might be
able to afford. (Laurie
Brink, Cleveland, Mo.)

A “great introductory
rate” and singing in

the rain: With either
one, you’ll be

soaked before you
know it. (Ed Gordon,
Deerfield Beach, Fla.;
Russ Taylor)

An
anesthesiologist’s
cat and Lindsay
Lohan’s handbag:
Two things you
might find draped

over someone who’s passed out. (Jay
Shuck)

The Xbox 360 and the next three
presidential debates: The Xbox 360 is a
Wii competitor. And Dennis Kucinich is a
wee competitor. (Brendan Beary)

Next Week: Lies, All Lies, or Fool
Disclosure
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Second-place
winner gets the
Over the Hill Size
Long Bra, which
could also make a
jaunty style
statement as
winter headgear.
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For more information and directions, visit mervisdiamond.com.

TWO CONVENIENT SHOWROOMS.
1900 MERVIS WAY, TYSONS CORNER, VA | 703 448 9000

1775 ROCKVILLE PIKE, ROCKVILLE, MD | 301 231 0030

YOU ARE INVITED TO THE PREMIER DIAMOND 

EVENT OF THE YEAR. FEATURING FINE JEWELRY 

FROM OVER 20 TOP DESIGNERS AT SPECIAL PRICES.

THE 2007
MERVIS 
DIAMOND
TRUNK SHOW

SATURDAY 

10 AM–5 PM
SATURDAY EVENING 

6–10 PM
SUNDAY 

10 AM–5 PM

TODAY AND TOMORROW ONLY
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Heirloom Quality
Sterling Service
High-end furniture 
competitively priced for 
sophisticated and discerning 
individuals. 
Free Financing Available

4901 JEFFERSON DAVIS HIGHWAY
FREDERICKSBURG, VA 22048
540/898-3500 • www.simmsfurniture.com

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
Thursday 9 a.m.-8 p.m., Suinday 12 noon-5 p.m. 

The Finest 
Names In 
Furniture
• Henkel Harris
• Hancock & Moore
• Pennsylvania House
• Hickory Chair
• Sligh
• Vanguard
• Stanley
• Sherrill
• Hekman
• Jessica Charles
• Hooker
• Colonial
• Howard Miller
• Whittemore-Sherrill
• La Barge
• Kincaid
• Pulaski
• Councill
• Theodore Alexander
• Karastan
• And Many More

Just in Time for Christmas...

Annual Accessories Sale

1/2OFF
Ticketed Price

Special Savings on ALL Manufacturers

Surrogacy?
ATTEND OUR 

FREE WORKSHOP
Each Tuesday in November, December 
4th or 11th - Evenings 7:30 to 9:00
Reproductive law specialist James
Shrybman will help you learn about 
surrogacy and answer questions on
choices, costs, time frames, legal issues,
differences from adoption, and how 
to begin. Also meet women who 
have been or are presently surrogate 
mothers carrying a baby for others.
Virginia, D. C. or Maryland residents.
Couples, singles, or LGBT welcome. 
Limited seating.
Register 301-421-0085, 1-800-277-4004,
or email SurrogacyandLaw2@aol.com

www.Surrogacy-Solutions.com

1-800-753-POST
SF

Home delivery makes good sense.

Call 

1-800-784-0940,
Ext. 4

Offer expires 12/21/07. Restrictions may apply.
NG S574 1x7

SAVE up to 50%
on a holiday gift 

subscription 

AND get an 
American Express®

gift card, just for you!

GIVE 
a Gift,
GET a
Gift!


