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something? act?)...it can become...
just...Dear me, thisis notaseasyas|
thought. (T. Jefferson, Charlottesville,
Va.) (Dave Prevar, Annapolis)

I’m losing my temper and no one
stopped to help me look for it. (Alyson
Yee, Arlington)

I’'m community college educated, and
happy to. (Russell Beland, Springfield)

Me, myself, and I. Me, myself and I. Not
my parents. Not my children. Not neigh-
bors, friends, or strangers. Never he,
she, we, you, they. It’s only me, me, me.
Wow—is this a scream for help or what?
(Jeff Covel, Arlington)

Tough break in that one, Coach. Now, |
have to ask: Are you aware that you
could use some help on offense, or is
this just not the right career for some-
one as stupid as you? (Mike Cisneros, Cen-
treville)

Do you drink enthusiastically? Is your
life a roller coaster ride of throwing up
in public and affectionate behavior with
strangers? Wow, college is fun! Don’t be
shocked, parents. That used to be you.
(Kurt Stahl, Frederick)

Public parking is just not allowed on
Sunday. What are you, crazy? And one
more thing: We lose a lot. (D. Snyder, Po-
tomac) (Russell Beland)

1 hope Tonya Harding stopped demon-
strating the mantra “We all can use a
break sometimes.” (Barbara Hoss Schnei-
der, Bowie)

Screaming crazy responses in church
can result in them throwing you out. But
what fun—and you can drink in the park-
ing lot until your parents come to get
you. (Peter Metrinko, Chantilly)

1 would not have experienced so much
bullying if the other children hadn’t
seen Dad come to Career Day in Moth-
er’s things and with a painted face, and
didn’t get to hear him say, “l work Mich-
igan Ave.” (Brendan Beary, Great Mills)

A bully made an impression on me—he
stepped on my face. (Peter Metrinko)

1 am usually a three, but with no food
and throwing up | can, maybe, get to be
aone. It’s important for my career. (C.
Flockhart, Beverly Hills) (Russell Beland)

Dear Amy: | have not stepped out of my
home in three years. | am not socially
experienced, and being in a public place
is very trying. | know | have to get help,
but how? —Crazy at Home

Dear Crazy: Perhaps | should not say so,
but | was the same way. What | found is,
you can not ever have anyone as affec-
tionate and giving as food. It never hu-
miliates or berates like people do. So
what if | lose my figure, or people in
Michigan can see my can when I’'min
Chicago? The point is, | am happy. You
should be also. (Brendan Beary)

Children should be seen and not had.
(Chris Doyle, Dunedin, New Zealand)

I don’t care to say “throwing up”’; | like
“abrupt food recall” more. (Russell Be-
land)

I was once affectionate with a young
woman, the neighbors’ daughter. When |
took her home, her mother attempted to
intervene. Her daughter gently said,
“Hey, Mom, if you think I’'m that easy,
why don’t you get involved? You know—
group lessons?” | was shocked, but her
mom directly offered to engage in “in-
appropriate behavior”’—regularly, en-
thusiastically, and with different ob-
jects! The impact of that made an
impression on me. Or did | just imagine
it? (Fred Rogers, Latrobe, Pa.) (Bob Dal-
ton)

Throwing young children in churchis a
fun way to get out your aggression. (Jeff
Brechlin, Eagan, Minn.)

I am not dangerous to a daughter. Only a
boy is food. (J. Dahmer, Hell) (Michelle
Stupak, Ellicott City)

Don’t you recognize that I’'m a people-
person, you stupid, crazy woman? (Rus-
sell Beland)

“Mantra” is my mantra, as it is easy for
me to recall. (Tom Witte, Montgomery Vil-
lage)

A group of stupid, dangerous skating-
career hullies threw temper tantrums,
and have now stopped skating. It’s cra-
zy! What is the point? And what to do?
Maybe if enough people or their coach
would intervene and herate these of-
fending children, they would come to
the rink, put on skates, demonstrating
an important value:

Skating is supposed to be fun. But the
bullies didn’t get it, so | went home.
(NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman, New
York) (Bob Dalton)

When | write about my but it humiliates
me. (J.D. Quayle, Indianappolis) (Russell
Beland)

Dear Amy: | didn’t have a dad as a child,
and much of my adult life | was looking,
in an inappropriate way, for that sort of
figure. You could say I’'m very
“experienced”—friends, neighbors, the
parking lot boy, just about anyone. My
behavior is an embarrassment but |
don’t know how to stop. —EB

Dear Easy: I'd like to get right to the
point: What would you think about being
with a woman? I can be called at 435-
2005; 1 get out of work at three. (Brendan
Beary)

What are YOU looking at—some stupid
joke? Look to your right: Maybe “Ask
Amy” can help you get a life. (Steve Fa-
hey, Kensington)

And Last: This is your mantra: Losing is
the only thing. (Chris Doyle)

Next Week: Ecchsibits, or Gallerrhea

1 am 15 years old and | attend a small, private Christian
school. Most of the kids there are very nice and have high
morals.

A new girl came to school this year, and | made an
effort to accept her as | would any other kid. But once she
had established friendships, she began acting in a way
that came as a shock to some of us at this school. She
talked about sex a lot and at inappropriate times. She
used foul language in the presence of teachers and at
lunch.

At the homecoming dance, she danced in a way that
made me sick. | don’t want to have a holier-than-thou
tone or sound like I’'m oblivious of this behavior in the
“real world,” but she regularly disgusts my friends and
me.

I wish she wouldn’t behave like this in school. Because
of the size of the school, it is hard to avoid her, and | feel
like someone needs to confront her.

What should | do?

Disgusted in Chicago

This week’s lesson comes from the Bible. Jesus’s
message to the world was one of acceptance—and of
leading by example. Can you try to do the same?

I don’t mean that you need to let this girl’s behavior
dominate you, but that you can privately say, “That sort
of language offends me,” and give her an opportunity to
adjust.

This girl might need some good examples in her life.
Instead of telling her that she disgusts you, why don’t
you assume that she is someone who could perhaps use
some gentle guidance? I know it’s a tall order for 15-
year-old girls to step out of the “group think” that tends
to infect high school kids, but you really don’t want to
be “holier than thou,” mainly because it just doesn’t
help.

You should let the teachers and staff of your school
handle this girl’s public behavior. For ideas of how you
might respond to her in a truly Christian way, you can
ask your school counselor for guidance—and re-read
the New Testament.

Dear Amy:
| employed a handyman for several small jobs. His work
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. L ) ASK AMY
4 Honorable Mentions: Don’t point in public. Just scream and _—_—
- . make fun of the stupid crazy people. (Er-
When in the Course of ....... ... (people ic Murphy) Dear Amy: was good and we hecame friendly. | even invited him to

join my weekly poker game.

However, after noticing that my pain medication (with
codeine) was missing on two occasions, | put an alarm on
my medicine cahinet—and caught him attempting to steal
my medication a third time!

Needless to say, | asked him to leave and not come
back.

In one fell swoop, I lost a friend, a handyman and a
poker buddy!

My wife says that he ohviously needs help and that |
should have tried some kind of “understanding,
intervention-type” approach.

What do you think | should have done?

Confused in N.Y.

I think people have an idea that they can just get to-
gether and have “interventions.” Interventions are
much more challenging to host than weekly poker
games. For an intervention to work, it should be care-
fully planned and preferably guided by a substance-
abuse counselor. If you're interested in going this
route, you could start by contacting a local chapter of
Narcotics Anonymous for support.

Even if you don’t go this far, you could still reach out
to this man to acknowledge what happened and see if
there is any support you can give him. If he is drug-
seeking to the extent that he needed to help himself to
your codeine, he could be in the throes of a serious
problem.

Most likely, you won’t be able to fix his problem, but
your friendship might provide the kind of steadying in-
fluence that will inspire him to get help. Obviously, if
you have him in your home again, you must keep your
medication under lock and key. I would want proof
from him that he is in treatment before giving him ac-
cess.

Ask Amy is written by Amy Dickinson, a journalist
who has worked for NBC News, Time magazine and
National Public Radio. Write to her at
askamy@tribune.com or Ask Amy, Chicago Tribune,
TT500, 435 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, Ill. 60611.
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The bidding:
South West North East
INT Pass 3NT All Pass

Opening lead: ¥ 5

found today’s deal in the files
I of my colleague Alfred Shein-
wold, who died eight years ago
this week. It was a deal I had sent

him near the start of our collab-

I had noted that South could win
the first heart in his hand and give
himself an extra chance by leading
a diamond next. If West rose with
the ace, South would have at least
two diamonds, four clubs, two
hearts and a spade. If instead West
played low, dummy’s queen would
win, and South could then take a
spade finesse, winning two spades,
four clubs, a diamond and two

If East had the ace of diamonds,
South could still finesse in spades,
hoping for three spades, two
hearts, a diamond and four clubs.

Freddy Sheinwold was more
than a great writer. He was a player,
editor, bidding innovator and ad-

ministrator, and he never stopped
being a fine analyst. At the bottom
of my 3-by-5 card, he penciled a
note: “All clubs.”

Freddy’s analysis was on target,
as usual. South should not lead a di-
amond at the second trick: He has
nothing to lose by cashing four
clubs first, forcing the defenders to
discard. If somebody discards a dia-
mond, South may have an easy
time.

As the cards actually lie, West,
who must discard twice, can throw
one spade but has no good second
discard. If he throws a diamond,
South can make an overtrick. If
West throws a heart, South can af-
ford to set up the diamonds or fi-
nesse in spades, losing only four
tricks in all. If West throws a sec-
ond spade—especially if he stews
about it—South can guess well to
drop the king.
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