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Pou can be funny
on Sunday without being
bulgar or crude.

BY BOB STAAKE FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

Above, a recently published pronouncement by The Washington Post Om-
budsman, upbraiding The Style Invitational for “lapses into vulgarity and just
plain bad taste” that “seem inconsistent with a serious newspaper such as

- The Post.”

This week’s contest: We are so ashamed. But it’s not too late to make amends. Your chal-
lenge is to revisit any contest The Style Invitational has ever run, and rewrite our tawdry
past by proposing a new first-prize winner serious and/or decorous enough to please the
Ombudsman. (No need to remember the actual winner; you know the sort of vulgar and

_crude stuff we routinely reward—well, just do the opposite.) First-prize winner gets Grand-

pa Pig from the Gas Family line of novelty dolls ("Try me—pull my finger"), which includes a

fact-at-your-fingertips booklet on flatulence.

P.C., we wish to emphasize that these are made-up captions, for humor purposes, and
do not in any way reflect the truth about any persons depicted herein. Some worthy
entries could not be reproduced in the space below. The best of these, by Chris Doyle
of Burke, featured a Page A1 aerial photo of smoke billowing from a bombed Afghan
village. The new caption: Moments after the Northern Alliance entered Kabul,

they lifted the ban on smoking.
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heard those words come out of any mouth but her
own, Unless, of course, it was to refer to what was
going into the mouth,

But these people were not fussing over the
quality of their brunches. The national situation
appeared to have shocked them into acknowledg-
ing a new factor to be taken into consideration in
regard to their work-—one that was not identical
with how much money it would make or even how
accurately it expressed their rage or lust. Known
for their indignant chafing at any legal re-
strictions on their artistry, they were recognizing
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¢ hisrecent Good Taste Makes an Unscheduled Stop
Wy :g::;"e' hat was that, again? For a moment, Miss Manners doesn’t know whether to be sad-
! Robbins Miss Manners thought that she heard  dened or relieved that it represents a return to
Lt silver the creators of movies, television and  normality.
i !f- P MGG Spring) oS - vidégggm t::te? I‘tgh?ago&egr?oget::tﬁé since she » Dear Miss Manners:

Mysigmﬁcantoﬂ:etandluavelquneablt,and
we have come up with a perplexing situation. When
dining out and we leave our table for a few
minutes, upon our retum the napkins are placed
back in the seat, not on the chair arm or beside the
plate on the right hand side where we originally
placed them. We don't want to appear unmannerly,
so we politely pick up our napkins and continue
with our meal.

Please tell me what is the correct way to address
this matter. We do not wish to put our mouthona
napkin that has been lying on a chair that a

Arlington) a restriction with no teeth: taste. This is of con-  person's hehind has sat upon millions of times.
cern only to those who want to refrain from of- ’
fending other people, even when those people can Miss Manners has a wish, too. She wishes not
do nothing to stop them, and even when doingso  to hear of the journey that you believe takes place
¢ Honorahle Mentions: might startle those peoplé enough to capture  between the metabolism of previous occupants of

11444

BY PALIL SAMRE FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

Despite the obvious dangers,
Georgetown University students

their attention. No wonder those who worry
about this—and etiquette, the system that says
that it is important—have reputations as wusses.

However, it happens that taste is not as in-
terested in controlling content as it is in the man-
ner and context in which things are presented.
You could strip in front of a stranger and natter on
about what your various body parts have been do-
ing without violating taste—if you are having a
medical checkup.

Of course, leering at the doctor while doing so
would be bad taste. Attitude counts. Laughing at

your chairs, and your own.

Maybe etiquette is just attracted to danger, but
the chair is the correct place for you to leave your
napkin if you get up in mid-meal; it is at the end of
the meal that it is left to the side of the plate.

Dear Miss Manners:

My wife and | are In our mid-forties and resigned
to the fact that we will not have children. We are
content with that, have become accustomed to
caring for each other and do not want to adopt.

My only and older brother, who is in his early

increasingly engage in the newest fad: First discovered . . " :
" suffering, flaunting sexuality and sneering at such  fifties, has a new fiancee in her mid-forties who is
ISVII::;I;?iﬁéz)over standing. (Russell Beland, :?ﬁf;:gséfthe [:hings as patriotism, religion and honest workare  expecting twins and has hinted to my wife that we
Hashro's “Inaction Figures” failed to groundwater n l}))adht:s teih t was what discouraged the ente ﬂw'l‘l’lube m%m ectlmmdﬁust
meet sales projections. (Brian Broadus contamination P 4 a]se - raged e enter- oh e e o
] . ) revolutionized the tainers. What else was there? He and | are fairdy close, as is our family, and
Charlottesville) character of Miss Manners hastens to add that all such sub-  everyoneis beaming at the prospect of children
professional jects can be treated tastefully, although not by tak-  finally arriving in our family. )
sports. (Sarah W, ing nastily superior attitudes. The trouble was However, my wife and | don’t think that we want
Gaymon, Gambrills) that that approach, known simply as attitude, or  to assume the responsibility of being godparents,
! edge, was the dominant and successful tone, partly out of not knowing the level of commitment
Well, Miss Manners never did believe it wasthe  involved. What happens if, heaven forbid,

Men dance the forbidden Islamabada to
the amusement of a young onlooker.
(Chris Doyle, Burke)
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Sporting new cornrows, Vishnu elevates
for a dazzling 360 slam, (Mike Cozy, Silver
Spring)
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. job of the entertainment industry to serve as mod-

Advertisers were having second thoughts
about promoting hedonism, and fashion design-
ers were talking about toning down vulgarity, Pol-
iticians and athletes were struck that casting their
contests as killing off enemies veered toward the
vicious,

Ordinary people were learning to comfort the

had won.”

misfortune should occur? We don’t see ourselves

::::el:: R:if,'aifd els of behavior so that parents, teachers and the  as parents at this stage of our lives, and my mfe
Hamilton led the clel:gx wpuldq’t have to, and could concentrate  has seen many women come and go with my

* NBA In blocking their indignation on the failure of entertainment  brother, so she isn't confident thathe'll propedy
his own shots. to uphold standards. She was just grateful to hear  remain comemitted to a marriage or children.
(Mike Hammer, the subject of taste even raised by people who On the other hand, we don't want to be viewed
Arlington) were not used to grappling with it. as inconsiderate, insensitive or lacking familial

courtesies or deference. What should we do to
continue showing our love, and keep the peace and
our reputations intact?

Miss Manners will refrain from asking whether
you realize that your inexperience with children
doesn’t matter, that it may be making you unduly

fa':ﬂyf:ﬁf,t.iﬁ.ick Golfer Scott bereaved instead of confronting them to tell them  apprehensive, and that most people find it a tre-
of switching Verplank is how they should feel. They were curtailing their  mendousjoy to have sucha connection to the next
Krazy Glue for caught own festivities and attending funerals instead of ~ generation. She just wants you to know that sheis
neat’s-foot oil. doing the what had come to be the reverse (“he wouldnt  findingita strain.
Pettitte shehind-the- have wanted us to be sad”), and they were show- That said, you may decline graciously if you ac-
remembers nagging- ing up at them wearing black. They wefe thank-  knowledge the fact that the offer is a great honor
Randy Johnson wife's- ing public officials, and reviving the idea of re-  and that you are declining because you will not be
saying, “Hey, back” look. specting the office even if they didn't care for a abletodo;usticetoghe position, although you will
. your gl'ove Hels person who held it. . look forward to having a close avuncular relation-
: smells funny.” expected to And then—surprisel—a whple new form of  ship with both children.
' (Jean Sorensen, recover from tastelessness appeared, It was discovered that the — -
’ Herndon; his injuries. tragedies could be used asan excuse. Any form of Feeluggmcqrrect?Address your etiquelte
Steve Fahey, (Jean selfishness could be explained as fear, and theway  questions (in black or blue-black ink on white
Kensington)' Sorensen, to get extra credit for doing what you really want  writing paper) to Miss Manners, in care of The
i Herndon) to do anyway is to announce that if you didn't in- ~ Washingion Post, 1150 15th St. NW,
TRE AHOICVBY RCHAID CARSON—K U RS dulge yourself “it would show that the terrorists ~ Washington, D.C. 20071
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