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The Style Invitational

Week LXXXIX: Taught Language

Lessons leamed from the movies:

1. A detective can solve a case only after he has been suspended from duty.
2. Most laptop computers are powerful enough to override the communications system of

any government agency.

8Y BOB STAAKE FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

3. The Eiffel Tower can be seen from any window in Paris.

This Week’s Contest was suggested by John O'Byrne of Dublin, Ireland.
Come up with lessons learned from (1) the movies, (2) popular songs, (3)
romance novels or (4) the comics page. First prize winner gets a
handsome bronze key chain from Oral Roberts University, a value of $25.

First runner-up wins the tacky but estimable Style
invitational Laser Pen. Other runners-up win the
coveted Style Invitational Loser T-shirt. Honorable
mentions get the mildly sought-after Style
invitational bumper sticker. Send your entries via fax
to 202-334-4312, by e-mail to
losers@washpost.com or by U.S. mail to The Style
Invitational, Week LXXXIX, c/o The Washington

Post, 1150 15th St. NW, Washington, D.C. 20071.
Deadtline is Monday, July 23. All entries must include
the week number of the contest and your name,
postal address and telephone number. E-mail entries
must include the week number in the subject field.
Contests will be judged on the basis of humor and
originality. All entries become the property of The
Washington Post.

Entries s may be edited for taste or content. Results will be published in four weeks. No purchase required for
of The

entry. Ei

Post, and their immediate relatives, are not eligible for prizes.

Pseudonymous entries will be d:squahﬂed The revised title for next week's contest is by Thos. Witte of

Gaithersburg.

REPORT FROM WEEK LXXXV,

in which you were asked to supply evidence that you are spending too much time (1) at
work, (2) on the cell phone, (3} online or (4) watching TV. In reading the entries, The Czar
got the uncomfortable suspicion that many were based on personal experience. A fot of
people came up with dialing 9" from home, for example, or saying “BRB” when they feave a
room. Special mention, but no prize, to Ingrid Wrausmann of McLean, who proposed a fifth
category: signs you are spending too much time in your car. Ingrid says she recently found
herself fumbling to put on her seat belt. In a movie theater.

And yes, many people said a sign of watching too much TV is being very, very depressed. We

understand.

# Third Runner-Up: Sign you are spending too much time online: You feel the need to
tilt your head to the side to show people you are smiling. (Patrick Sheehan, Wheaton;

Jessica Henig, Takoma Park)

¢ Second Runner-Up: Sign you are spending too much time online: You can imitate,
with perfect pitch, your modem’s dial-up process, including the
khhhsshhhhhkkkhhKHHHHHHshkhh part. (Gretchen Kelly, Grand Isle, Vt.)

# First Runner-Up: Sign you are spending too much time at work: Your boss says you
are spending too much time at work. (Mike Moore, Gaithersburg)

4 And the winner of the brass and velvet award from the police department of Bangladesh:
Sign you are watching too much TV: You notice Oprah seems to have fost a pound.

(John Burton, Herndon)

¢ Honorable Mentions:

Sign you are spending too much time
at work:

Your wife is attempting to get conjugal
visits with you at the office. (Chuck

* Smith, Woodbridge)

Your kid screams, “Mommy, that man in

. all those pictures around the house is in

the living room, watching TV!” (John
Burton, Herndon)

_ You keep hearing about all this terrible

“p.C. traffic,” but you've never seen it.
(Brian Foster, Fairfax)

' The night janitor has already taught you

all the irregular verbs in his native
language. (Jim Pearson, Alexandria)

The plants water you. (John Kammer,
Herndon)

- You are Marty Schottenheimer. Way too
- much time, but don't worry, it won’t last

fong. (Russell Beland, Springfield)

Your dog lives full time at the kennel,
(Mike Genz, La Plata)

When you walk around your
neighborhood, the Nelghborhood Watch
folks track you. (Mike Genz, La Plata)

You tell your kids to send Santaa

_ requlsition. (Frank Balsinger, Takoma Park)

. You start laundering “just a few little
- things” in the ladies’ room sink. (Judy
- Wheatley, Laurel)

You have more food in the office
refrigerator than in the one at home,
(Jennifer Hohnson, San Jose, Calif.)

Turns out that the family picture on your
desk, which you thought came with the
frame, is yours. (Art Grinath, Takoma Park)

Sign you are spending too much time on
your cell phone:

You have phone sex with your wife, and
when you hang up you notice she is
lying next to you, (John Burton, Herndon)

You added 20 minutes to your commute
to avoid driving through bad cells. (Bob
Sorensen, Herndon)

You never wear more than one earring.
(Jeanie Kunkel, Fairfax)

Sign you are watching too much TV:

The absence of a laugh track in real life
makes you feel uncomfortabie and

lonely. (Brian Foster, Fairfax)

You know the local cable ad rotation
so well that you can announce
confidently what the next commercial
will be. (Brian Foster, Fairfax)

First you restart the warp engines,
THEN you realign the phase Inverters.
How many times do you have to e-mall
those idiots at ““Star Trek”? (Joseph
Romin, Washington)

Your conversations are filled with
familiar little catchphrases—not that
there's anything wrong with that.
(Jessica Lynne Mathews, Arlington)

Siﬂ:ly_ou are spending too much time

You watched your child’s graduation
ceremony over the internet by
hacking into the school's video
securlty system. (Bob Sorensen,
Herndon)

When you venture outside, you are
amazed at how good the resolution is.
(Bob Sorensen, Herndon)

Every now and then you look up In
disgust and say something like “When
are they going to put something new
out there on the Web?" (Russell Beland,
Springfield)

You start to think you might have a
chance with Anna Kournikova. (Mark
Young, Washington)

Hm. Maybe { CAN enlarge my penis!
It's certainly worth a glance at thelr
literature . .. (Joseph Romm,
Washington)

u have forget all the rulz of grammer
speling punctation ect. (Tom Witte,
Gaithersburg)

You are amazed at how fast the
graphics load Is on TV. (Frank Balsinger,
Takoma Park)

Your very best friend on Earth Is
someone you have never actually met.
(Judy Wheatley, Laurel)

You double-click the garage door
opener, (Pete Hughes, Alexandria)

When you read a book, you find
yourself waiting a minute or so for the
next page to download. (Bob Furey,
Tokyo)

ROFLMAO! WTF kind of Q is that? BTW,
IMHO being online is NP. TTFN ). (Jim
Cochrane, jcochrane@cox.rr.com)
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ahout going to a
memm’xm.M

won'der-ful adj. causes
wonder.

I wonder when harass-
ment became “well-mean-

1 wonder when hell up-
grade from automotive vio-
lence to domestic violence.

1 wonder if you realize
that the best thing you can
do for your courage and
your mental health is to stop
hiding behind money,
friends and house keys and
start taking better care of
yourself.

Call 1-800-799-SAFE, get
referrals to a local domestic-
abuse center as well as a
good therapist, and get out,
get out, get out.

Not the word 1 would
have chosen, but, you're
right, what a wonderful guy.

asked if she was single (yes),
and would she Hike to meet
for knch. She accepted,
then said she had to go to
attend to a clent but would
call me back. She never did; |
figured she wasn't interested
and that was that. .

Today | received in the mail a
very nice note, dated BEFORE |
asked her out. What gives? Did
she think 1 should call her back
even though she said she would
call me? Did she accept only
because | caught her off-guard at
the office, and saw non-callback
as the easlest escape? Then why
the personal note? What lesson
can | draw for future date

enigma.
—Blown Off in New Jersey

Making sure I've got this
straight: You liked her, and
called her. She, apparently, liked
you, and wrote you a note. You
agreed to meet for lunch.

Speaking of riddies wearing
enigma suits, one just sat on my
desk: Why haven’t you just
called her back?

Carolyn:

My old college roommate and |
parted on very bad terms (ov }
think so, since we weren't
exactly speaking). At the time, |
didn't realize how bitchy | was; |
have to say, though, she was
pretty bitchy, too. Now | keep
thinking about looking her up to

QUESTION FOR YA HOW SERIOUS WERE 50U WHEN ¥0U -

SAID YOU'D RIP THE LIMBS OFF THE NEXT GUY WUO
TOUCKED YOUR EX-GIRLFRIEND —AND WOULD THAT

APPL? T0 “OUR BEST, BEST, BESTEST BUDDY INTHE
WHODOOLE WORLD? | GUESS THATS TWO QUESTIONS,

BY NICK GALIFIANAXIS FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

apologize and maybe just to see
how she's doing. It's hard to get
objective advice from my other
friends hecause they are blased
against her, having now heard
years of nasty stories about her.
What do you think? Look her up?
Or do her and me a favor and et
itgo?

—Unable to Be Objective

In the time you've spent un-
dertaking microscopic group
analysis of the fibers of this is-
sue, you could have looked her
up, called her, apologized,
caught up, enjoyed or regretted
your decision, picked up your
dry cleaning, waxed your car
and, if you're anything but com-
pletely inept in the kitchen,
thrown together a halfway de-
cent red sauce.

Carolyn:

Which do you think is more
important for couple-happiness:
shared
background/Interests/points of
view, or depth of feeling and
::ly/mwmml-

?
—Mistakes Were Made

Yes.
Did those “mistakes” involve
settling?

Cavolyn:
Ineed some guidelines for

dating a good friend’s
ex-girifriend. He broke up with
her sbout a year ago after two
years of dating. They don't talk
anymove. Will | definitely ruin my
friendship with him? Should | ask
his permission? Should | talk with
her about him? L
~—D.L.

Can I borrow my sister’s
pants?

Why am [ asking you?

Your friend will know how he
feels about your wooing his es-
tranged. People aren’t posses-
sions, 80 “permission” is icky on
principle—but telling him that
you wanted to be the one to tell
him you wete going to ask her
out, in case he had any ob-
jections, is a great way to ask
without asking. Besides, there’s

never any harm in hearing -

somebody out, especially a
good friend—especially a good
friend who stays when girls

come and go—and objections

are sometimes legit.

Write to Tel) Me About It, Style
Plus, 1150 15th St. NW,
Washington, D.C. 20071 or
tellme@uwashpost.com, and
join Carolym’s live discussion
at noon Fridays or 3 p.m.
Mondays at
washingtonpost.com/
liveonline.
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