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In Week 1397 cartoonist Bob Staake drew four of the most cliched settings for magazine cartoons, and we asked
the Loser Community to freshen them up. The original cartoons had no one on the island, no one in the desert,
and just the bartender and psychiatrist in the other two.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY | Sept. 13: Intense, caring and determined, you must fight your tendency to neglect your
Sheldon
emotional self. Others marvel at how you accomplish what you do, and this year is no exception. Your
 (Idea and caption by Mike Gips, Bethesda, second place
 ” (Idea and caption above by Duncan Stevens)
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... or
concentration sees you all the way to the finish line. If single, you’re working too hard at your project to look up
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Both shrink and young client stare at their phones.
until after midyear. If attached, pay more attention to your partner and you’ll be rewarded. Taurus worships you.
disentangle,
Astronaut planting U.S. flag: “Yessir, Mr. President.oddlyShrink texts to client, “Tell me how your week
9/13/20
On behalf of Space Force, it’s great to be here in
was.” (Anita Holmes, Apple Valley, Calif., a First Offender)
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Palamidessi)
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your time and proceed at your own
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the couch. Psychiatrist: “I’ve identified your
their faces: “Zeke, you cain’t make me wear this spunproblem. You’re in the wrong cartoon.” (Jeff Shirley;
Do not be surprised if partnerships
cause you grief.
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Jon Gearhart,
(Mark Raffman)
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GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
and protective of children. Be
whatever you value. Be aware that
Little cactus to big cactus (picture unchanged). “Dad,
88 ’60s-’70s
Still running — deadline Monday night, Sept. 14:
There’s a lot of communication and
aware that your emotions may
you might be somewhat stubborn
when I get older, will my third arm be as big as NBCOur
contest to “breed” two horse names and
exchange of ideas taking place in
overpower your intellect.
and resistant to change. Health
News
yours?” (Mike Ostapiej)
the “foal.” See wapo.st/invite1400.
your home today. You have deeper
and physical activity are
Whitename
House
contact with friends. You find
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan 19)
highlighted.
correspondent
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New for Week 1401: How hai? A joke-haiku contest
HOW HOT IS IT?
It is so hot that
my iPhone now qualifies
as a Baked Apple.
— Paul Lander
The haiku above was lifted not from an
earlier Style Invitational contest, but from the
online poetry journal Light. Its editor, Melissa
Balmain (who also has 167 blots of Invite ink),
featured it as one of Light’s “poems of the
week” — and pointed it out to the Empress:
contest potential. Oh, yes.
This week: Write a joke (roughly) in the
“It’s so xxx” genre as a haiku, as in the poem
above. For our purposes (purists, please don’t
write in to quibble) a haiku is anything
written in three lines, with 5 syllables in the
first line, 7 in the second, 5 in the third. As
with the example, you may add a title as well.
Submit up to 25 entries at wapo.st/enterinvite-1401 (no capitals in the Web address).
Deadline is Monday, Sept. 21; results will
appear Oct. 11 in print, Oct. 8 online.
Winner gets the Lose Cannon, our Style
Invitational trophy. Second place receives a
nice fresh carton of eight cookies, into which
are mixed a list of morsels including pretzels,

strength in numbers and meaning
through friends and groups.
xwordeditor@aol.com

potato chips, coffee, oats, graham crackers,
chocolate chips and butterscotch. Maybe a bit
much, but I’m guessing that Loser Jeff Contompasis was able to get them on the clearance rack
for $1.12 not because of their taste, but because
of the brand name: Compost Cookies.
Other runners-up win their choice of our
“For Best Results, Pour Into Top End” Loser
Mug or our “Whole Fools” Grossery Bag.
Honorable mentions get one of our lusted-after
Loser magnets, “No ’Bility” or “Punderachiever.” First Offenders receive only a smelly
tree-shaped air “freshener” (FirStink for their
first ink). See general contest rules and
guidelines at wapo.st/InvRules. The headline
“Tooning Up” is by Kevin Dopart. Join the
Style Invitational Devotees group on Facebook
at on.fb.me/invdev; “like” the Style Invitational
Ink of the Day on Facebook at bit.ly/inkofday.
BRAND-NEW PODCAST! In Episode 2
of You’re Invited, host Mike Gips interviews
Chris Doyle, the most successful Loser of all
time. It’s terrific. Hear it at NRARS.org.
 The Style Conversational The

Empress’s weekly online column discusses
each new contest and set of results. See this
week’s at wapo.st/conv1401.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
You’re either gaining a boost in
your status, recognition and
personal popularity, or you’re
feeling in need of the same. You
find yourself more in the public
now, but try to avoid getting overly
emotional.

It’s a good time to stick close to
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ANSWER TO TODAY’S PUZZLE

Answers to last week’s puzzle.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
You’re feeling as if you need to get
away. Your mind is active and you
yearn for new experiences, a break
from the routine. A friend plays an
important role in your day.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Your experiences are more intense
than usual. Security is an
important issue. It can affect your
feelings about your belongings, as
well things that you share with
others, such as a spouse. You feel
obligated to fulfill your promises.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
Harmony and peace are
highlighted. You’re looking for a
balance as you fine-tune a
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