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In Week 1320, our recurring
Questionable Journalism contest,
we asked readers to choose any
sentence from a publication dated
that week and write a question it
could answer (if oddly).

4th place:
Sentence in a Post story: She

suggests keeping 12, and her
preference is for all matching
mugs for a calmer look.
Question it might answer: How does
Marie Kondo recommend that
police departments organize
their “Most Wanted” posters?
(Steve Honley, Washington)

3rd place:
Post story: A cloud can amplify

global warming, or it can limit it,
depending on what kind of cloud
it is, and its size, location,
thickness, duration, etc.
Question: How did the first draft
of “Both Sides Now” start?
(Duncan Stevens, Vienna, Va.)

2nd place and the
electronic pianokeyboard necktie:
A. Tip-off is 7 p.m.
Q. So you think the Mueller
report is going to be leaked?
(Drew Bennett, West Plains, Mo.)

And the winner of the
Lose Cannon:
A. “I was tasked with the job of
stopping the run and I do take
pride in that.”
Q. So, Mr. Putin, you admit
sabotaging the Clinton campaign?
(Beverley Sharp, Montgomery, Ala.)

Ask-naught:
Honorable mentions
A. No one wants to see a baby in
distress.
Q. Why does the president usually
watch cable news by himself?
(Jesse Frankovich, Grand Ledge,
Mich.)
A. The Wizards’ defensive woes
have been especially evident in
how they defend the paint.
Q. Did you hear the Klan leaders’
pathetic comments over the
blackface picture in Gov.
Northam’s yearbook?
(Jon Gearhart, Des Moines)
A. “Soybean prices are in the
toilet right now.”
Q. What happened when the
grocery tagger had to bring his
toddler to work with him? (Danielle
Nowlin, Fairfax Station)
A. “I was super excited for him
because I knew it was a very
hard accomplishment.”
Q. Vice President Pence, why did
you give the president a standing
ovation for attending the 9 a.m.
Cabinet meeting?
(Kevin Dopart, Washington)
A. You might feel as if you have
pushed too hard.
Q. What if my new baby ends up
halfway across the delivery room?
(Mark Raffman, Reston)
A. “FLOTUS, hands down.”
Q. What did Mick Mulvaney shout
in the West Wing after asking if
anyone was planning to leave in
the next 12 months?
(Kevin Dopart)
A. And the icing on the cake was
the taxes.
Q. What else happened at your
accountant’s birthday party?
(Duncan Stevens)
A. A kiss based on one person’s
joy and another person’s nonconsenting shock isn’t really a
perfect kiss.
Q. What were the early, rejected
lyrics to “As Time Goes By”?
(Jeff Contompasis, Ashburn)
A. “We don’t have to settle for
being as terrible as Donald
Trump.”
Q. When the GOP adopted its “Let’s
settle for being as terrible as
Donald Trump” strategy, what
advice did it reject?
(Duncan Stevens)
A. “It is a hell that no person
deserves.”
Q. Why did Satan say he quit
working at the White House?
(John Hutchins, Silver Spring)
A. Just who is Patrick Shanahan?
Q. Mr. President, Patrick Shanahan
has been on the job for six months.
What’s your estimation of his
effectiveness so far?
(Elden Carnahan, Laurel)
A. “Saturday and Sunday weren’t
as successful as we had hoped,
but that’s just part of the
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job the Green New
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84
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your popularity and
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Q. How did “Pence-ive on the
Pace yourself, making the most of
responsibilities. You might be
Your ability to get through some
A. Bowser declined to weigh in
Potomac” start his letter to Dear
85 Winter truck
the possibilities around you. Do not
surprised at how fast you come
difficulties allows greater give-andon the reported compromise
Abby? (Lawrence McGuire, Waldorf;
get stuck in the thought that you
back to your accepted energy
take with a friend who often seems
proposal. attachment
Barry Koch, Catlett, Va.)
decided to do lawn work or some
levels.
to seek you out with problems and
Q. How was
new offer
86 Mario’s
Zoomed
pastfor
other project. Say yes to a fun,
personal dilemmas. You have the
the release
Princess Peach
A. A brutal Arctic air mass is
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New contest for Week 1324:
Chapter and worse

received? (Jesse Frankovich)

A. Excess drooling during
breakfast may not set off your
internal alarms, but finding
puddles on your floors might be
cause for concern.
Q. How can I tell I’m watching too
much cable news?
(Frank Osen, Pasadena, Calif.)
A. “If I had even 1 percent of that
amount of money, you would
never see or hear from me ever
again.”
Q. “Tell me, darling: if you won the
lottery would you take me around
the world?” (Beverley Sharp)
A. It wasn’t like, “Well, if this
doesn’t work out I can go back
home.”
Q. Did you have any reservations
about deciding to burn down your
house for the insurance money?
(Danielle Nowlin)
A. I have attended 45 back-toschool nights over the past 40
years.
Q. So how has the rhythm method
worked for you?
(Jeff Contompasis)

about to take over the United

States.
3/17/19

spontaneous idea. A friend looks

all over for you.
xwordeditor@aol.com

Q: After predicting an early spring,
why did Punxsutawney Phil join the
witness protection program?
(Dave Silberstein, College Park)
A. “I think in certain places
that’s not going to be received
very well.”
Q. What happens if I throw a ball to
the Redskins’ pass-catchers?
(Duncan Stevens)

A. Mr. Kraft hugged her and gave
her a $100 bill. ... He was on his
way 14 minutes after he arrived.
Q. How do we know who in the
Patriots organization, other than
Tom Brady, is rich and has a quick
release?
(Jon Ketzner, Cumberland, Md.)
A. “Go in there and kick ass.”
Q. What was Shakespeare’s first
draft of the St. Crispin’s Day speech
in “Henry V”? (Duncan Stevens)
Still running — deadline Monday
night, March 25: Our contest to
delete letters from the
beginning and/or end of a movie
title. See wapo.st/invite1323.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
The unexpected seems to be
occurring more often, especially
around an individual friendship, a
group of friends or a long-term
desire. You might want to go off
and brush up on your softball
game. Why not?

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
gift of caring and detachment. Help
You could weave an interesting
this person
identify
with others.
©2019 Tribune
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ANSWER TO TODAY’S PUZZLE

Answers to last week’s puzzle.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
You are not necessarily
housebound, but you might want to
spend a day at home. You rarely
take time for yourself, enjoying a
somewhat lazy day with a good cup
of java and the Sunday paper.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Your phone might start ringing
before you even open your eyes.
Someone might want to catch up
on some news or just visit for a
while. You will not have to go far to
stay busy and content.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
You might have some tenuous
plans, but you have the urge to go
shopping or stop at a casino. Use
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