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Sketch
comedy:
Winning
captions
In Week 1308 we asked for
captions for any of the Bob Staake
cartoons above, or a combination
of them. Or you could tell us what
was wrong with the picture. At least
a dozen people captioned Picture C
“Abra-cadaver,” while icky Sylvia
Plath jokes abounded for Picture D.
(When the contest was announced,
this page was in color; the ball in
Picture B was red. )

4th place:
Picture D: “C’mon, that wasn’t an
insult — I love Hamburger Helper!”
(Nancy Della Rovere, Silver Spring)

3rd place:
Picture A: Watch out, glass ceiling!
(Susanne Pierce Dyer, Green
Valley, Calif.)

2nd place and the
‘World’s Okayest
Girlfriend’ mug:
What’s wrong with Picture D:
The low-hanging pink lamp is
clearly an OSHA violation. (Mike
Gips, Bethesda)

And the winner of the
Lose Cannon:
All four pictures can be described
with the same letters — all
anagrams of one another:
(A) WOMAN HOLDING A BIG
ANVIL ON THE SEESAW.
(B) SHOWED MAN VIEWING A
GIANT BALL ON SHOE.
(C) OOH, SEE ONE TALL MAN
WAVING HIS BIG WAND!
(D) AGHAST BESIDE MAN WHO
WILL GO IN AN OVEN!
(Jesse Frankovich, Grand Ledge,
Mich.)
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What’s wrong: The tea drinker has
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Wile E. Coyote had to admit it was
a nice catch. (Gary Crockett, Chevy
Chase)

“ . . . And then my poor meatball
rolled out of the door.” (Tom Witte,
Montgomery Village)

They could take away Juliana’s
pilot’s license, but they could never
take away Newton’s third law of
motion. (Lawrence McGuire,
Waldorf)

“Medicine ball?! Doc, please tell
me you’ve got this in liquid form.”
(Hildy Zampella)

Couldn’t carry a toon:
honorable mentions
PICTURE A:
Elon’s mom has her own plan for
getting to Mars. (Jesse Frankovich)
Even though it didn’t have the best
safety record, Esther’s Discount
Airlines was still better than flying
United. (John Hutchins, Silver
Spring)
Ethel’s elevator phobia was
intense. (Susanne Pierce Dyer)

June was going to make those ants
regret pitching their tent under her
new ski jump. (David Peckarsky,
Tucson)
Mrs. MacLintel desperately wanted
to be in that social set of ladies
who launch. (Barbara Turner,
Takoma Park)
Helen isn’t fooling anyone with her
inflatable anvil. (Jesse Frankovich)
PICTURE B:
Every time he tells a lie, Paul
Manafort’s ankle monitor grows.
(Jesse Frankovich)
Target’s latest security system
stops shoplifters before they make
it to the parking lot. (Jill Renkey,
Frederick, a First Offender)

It’s hard to walk when only one of
your legs has a knee, even before
someone drops a giant bowling ball
on your ankle. (Mark Raffman)
What’s wrong: The small red ball is

correctly labeled “B” for
background, but the large red ball
is missing the “F” for foreground.
(Dave Conger, Sterling, a First
Offender)
PICTURE C:
Some magicians ask to be buried
six feet over. (Will Stutzman,
Millersburg, Ohio)
The sawing-in-half went terribly
wrong, but Colette is still part of the
act. (Gary Crockett)
Hiring Lazarus was the smartest
thing Mandrake ever did. (Jon
Ketzner, Cumberland, Md.)

failed to extend her pinkie finger.
12/23/18
(Jeff Hazle,
San Antonio)

COMBINATIONS:
Pictures B and C: The
entertainment was intense at the
Onesie Tux party. (Duncan
Stevens)
A and C: You have to get creative
when the Stairway to Heaven is out
of order. (Robyn Carlson, Keyser,
W.Va.; Roger Dalrymple,
Gettysburg, Pa.)
A and B: To cease the giant ape’s
rampage and save the city, one
brave vet launches herself into the
behemoth’s nether region and
neuters King Kong. (Bird Waring)
B and C: What’s wrong is that both
of the men’s bow ties are clip-ons
and well, that just lacks panache.
(Jeff Shirley)
Still running — deadline Monday
night, Dec. 31: Our “year in
preview” contest: See wapo.st/
invite1311.

Answers to last week’s puzzle below.
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HOROSCOPE

BY JACQUELINE BIGAR

HAPPY BIRTHDAY | Dec. 30: This year, you are likely to be your usual practical self. You also will be more inclined to
be social and present. Work with others to manifest at least one of your long-term dreams. If you are single, your
dating life is active, but you might wonder at the oddness of some of the people you meet. If you are attached, you and
your partner adore your time alone together. Make the most of these periods. Scorpio proves to be a great friend.
12/30/18

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
If you can, avoid a challenging,
controlling person. In general,
communication flourishes between
you and others. A loved one enjoys
relaxing with you. Your idea of a
relaxing day might not be the same
as this person’s. In any case, have
fun.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
To the dismay of a loved one, you
might be returning to your busy
routine. This person would like to
have more time with you. Instead of
having a tense moment, make time
for this person later in the day.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
Your sense of humor and love of
laughter once again mark your day.
Do not make anything more difficult
than it needs to be. At a certain
point, a partner could become
somewhat frustrating to deal with.
Be livelier and open to others’
energies.

xwordeditor@aol.com

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
Being a homebody is your natural,
preferred state; once again, you
enjoy some time at home. You do
not need to take down the
decorations or do anything unusual;
you are happy doing nothing. Others
appreciate your relaxed attitude.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
You know when you’re in your
element. Nevertheless, be smart
with a controlling person. Don’t try
to outwit or ignore this person. Go
off, do your thing and be happy. A
surprise could have you guessing
what’s going to happen next.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Wherever you are, others seem to
seek you out. Often, people want
your advice or opinion. You might
not be inclined to respond to every
single request. Know that you can
tell them to come back some other
time.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Use the daylight hours just for you.
You do not need to share what you
are up to. You might be better off
just taking the day for yourself.
Reading a good novel or watching a
favorite TV series could be all that
you need. Squeeze in a nap or two.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
Be more open about your thoughts.
In the near future, make plans to
visit with several friends whom you
don’t often see. Just discussing your
plans and what you want to do
together will recharge your
batteries.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
When a friend whispers their plans
in your ear, you will want to join
them. Do it. You could have a great
time with this person. Somehow,
you might be involved with making
plans for New Year’s. You do not
need to be the hub of activity.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
When a certain person comes
toward you, you cannot resist their
charm. Such is the case today. The
two of you have a lot in common and
enjoy each other’s company. Open
up to new possibilities, and
participate in a fun activity.
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LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
Make your round of Sunday calls.
You might find that your
conversations are more animated
than you originally had anticipated.
A friend or loved one could be out of
sorts. If you can, help this person
feel better.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
You could be very tired of all the
holiday celebrations and might
decide to go off and do something
not related to the holidays. Avoid
someone who is judgmental or
difficult. You will enjoy the company
of a like-minded person.

12/23/18

