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make your initial vote count in the primary,

enter on or before this Tuesday. You may

enter more than one contest, and you may
enter each as many times as you wish; vour
vote will go to the contest for which you
submit the most entries.

Submit your entries via fax at 202-334-

4312, or by e-mail at losers@wash-

post.com, or by mail to The Style In-
vitational, The Washineton Post, 1150
15th S5t. NW, Washington, D.C. 20071. Fi-
nal deadline is Monday, Feh. 7.

if you are less than 6 months old or for
some other reason do not remember The
Style Invitational, we reprise a few past
contest results on this page.

HLLUSTRATIONS BY BOB STAAKE FUR THE WASHINGTON POST

Candidate 1: The Uncle of The Style
invitationatl:

I would like to build on the past suc-
cesses of The Style Invitational by retain-
ing all its “fun” aspects but with a more
friendly, family-style emphasis. My goal is
that The Style Invitational becomes one
more neighborhood in our great, large
community of readers.

Here's my first contest:

Let’s take some delicious “potshots” at
those annoying little irritations of modern
life. ‘

Hor example:

Fdon't really understand all those “e”
terms like “e-mail” and “e-business.”
They wmake me wani to Sscream
“Feeecececeeececece!”

I would also always explain the winning
ioke, for the benefit of those who might not
get it. The above joke, for example, em-

ploys juxtapositional irony in that it com-
plains about the use of the “e” term while
simultaneously utilizing the “e” term in the
complaint.

But I'm betting you can do better than
that!

To be completely fair, the published win-
ners will be selected at random from all en-
tries. First-prize winner receives a six-
month subscription to Reader’s Digest.

Let’s get those pencils out!

Candiciate Z: The Senior Account Exec-
utive of The Style invitational:

In order to better serve you, the reader, I
believe The Style Invitational must more
effectively integrate the commercial and
journalistic functions of the newspaper. Ac-
cordingly, each of my contests will be care-
fully- crafted to complement an advertise-
ment contained elsewhere in that day’s
paper; the bigger the ad, the more enthusi-
astic the contest. This will have the dual ad-
vantage of entertaining you, the reader,
while simultaneously acquainting you with
a magical world of goods and services avail-
able locally at affordable prices.

For example, today we run the following
contest:

Write an amusing poem extolling the ad-
vantages of shopping at some store that
heavily advertises in The Post, rather than
its competitors.

Example:

Giant is so very fine.

Its shelves are filled with tasty stuff.

Unlike Costco or Food Lion,

Whose aisles don’t seem wide enough.

d0 this store that's just so neat

I raise a Melba toast

Let’s buy those Giant hanks of meat

As seen in The Washington Post.

The winner will receive a.family-size

four-pound shritk-wrapped package of
sup’r fresh lo-fat :hicken breasts.

Candidate 3: The Mother Superior of The
Style invitational

Sit up straight and listen carefully: Week
after week The S:yle Invitational should be
an opportunity, not unlike confession, to
avoid the near-occasion of sin and instead
cleanse our filthy, dirty souls rather than
becoming the plaything of Satan, who
tricks us by making us laugh at poopie
jokes until we become his for all eternity. IS
THAT GUM IN YOUR MOUTH? WHILE
PAGAN CHILDREN ARE STARVING
ALL OVER THE WORLD? PERHAPS
YOU WOULD LIKE TO HAVE YOUR
LIPS STAPLED SHUT? Our assignment
today 1s: What does God look like? I hap-
pen to think He looks exactly like the old
Czar doesn’t. DO YOU HAVE SOME-
THING FUNNY TO SAY? WHY DON'T
YOU SHARE IT WITH EVERYONE?

Thank you. |

The winner gets a hair shirt.

Candidate 4: El Jefe de E! Nuevo
invitacional de Estilo:

El problema principal de The Style In-
vitational es la falta de diversidad. En la vi-

da, es necesario celebrar nuestras dife-

rencias. The Style Invitational nunca crea
concursos para personas que hablan espa-
fiol {o griego o francés o italiano), o perso-
nas que viven en iglaes, o personas de pais-
es que no tienen electricidad, o personas
que usan ropa de piel de yak, o personas
que viven en carceles, o personas que su-
fren de reflujo acido, o personas que prefie-
ren la compaiiia de ovejas, o personas que
no tienen dientes, o personas que viven en
un pulmon de acero.

El primer concurso del Nuevo Invita-
cional de Estilo (respondan unicamente en
espanol o griego o francés o italiano, por fa-
VOr):

Invente un juego mas aburrido que el
flitbol.

Por ejemplo, el juego de “codobol.” En
este juego, la pelota es de goma, y parece
un platano. No se permite tocar la pelota
con ninguna parte del cuerpo excepto el co-
do, y todos los partidos terminan en em-

Candidate 5: The Bubba of The Style
Invitational:
El Jefe can kiss my big round red butt.

First off, it’s not The Invitational anymore,

it’s the Jamboree. And it’s not “Style,”
which sounds pantywaist. The American
Jamboree is open to everyone, even for-
eigners and women.

Each week, the contest will find some
way of making fun of foreigners and wom-
en.

This week’s contest: Name something
that a foreigner or a woman would be bet-
ter at than a real American man.

Answer: Looking stupid.
First-prize winner gets a boob job for his
wife.

Candidate 6: The Czar of The Style
Invitational:

If I am fortunate enough to receive your
vote and your trust, I will do my best to
earn them. I will continue the contest pret-
ty much the old way, with an emphasis on
excretory functions, scabrous character as-
sassinations and a general attitude of an-
archy and ill will. In a sense, The In-
vitational will continue to be a celebration
of negativity and cynicism, and I will try to
retain the same smug, elitist tone. In judg-
ing the contest, I will continue to dis-
proportionately reward the same 30 or 40
people, on the theory that they are much
funnier and more talented than you are. Al-
s0, our prizes will still suck.

Week I: Here is this week’s contest:

Come up with alternative characters to
replace The Czar as head of The Style In-
vitational. Describe his title, his plan for
how to change The Style Invitational, and
propose a contest he might create, with a
winning entry.

Example: Sorry, I can’t think of a good
example right now.

First-prize winner gets a genuine Sea
Monkey circus. The Czar chose this prize
after receiving one for Christmas from his

children. He has spent countless hours

watching the spunky little critters, who re-
mind him that all life has dignity, even little
wads of crap that look like phlegm riding
bicycles.

To hear the translation of The Jefe's
platform, call Post-Haste at 202-334-9000
and touch category 8184.
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DEAD PRESIDENTS

HELLO, HILLARY, I'M HARRY 5. TRUMAN. | 1/ .
= I THE GUY WHO MADE THE | e tE

By Chuck Smith, Woodbridge

/

© 2000 C ar Features S ndicnfr:

YEAH, BUT /4£ HAVE TO |
WAIT UNTIL AF7ER ;
THE SENATE RACE!

Send Us Ideas, or We Shoot This Strzp

Last vear, Style Invitational
contestants came up with the
concept for a comic strip called
“Dead Presidents.” In it, the
ghosts of deceased chief exec-
utives wander Washington of-
fering insights and comments on
modern America. Readers also
submitted 200 proposed three-
or four-panel strips, six of which
were selected for publication.
They will run one per week be-
ginning today.

Will they continue? It depends
on you. We have an itchy trigger

finger, but are willing to keep it

running if enough good ideas

come in in the next six weeks.
You don’t have to draw the

BY BOB STAAKE FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

pictures, just send a description
of what the panels should look
like and what they should say to:
Dead Presidents, Style, The
Washington Post, 1150 15th St.
NW, Washington, D.C. 20071, or
by e-mail to losers@wash-
post.com. Winning entries will
earn their creators at least a few
minutes of valuable satisfaction.

Today’s episode, Harry Tru-
man Meets Hillary Clinton, wins
the grand prize from Style In-
vitational Week 333, Jack Car-
mody’s director’s chair.
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