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The Style Invitational

- WEEK 320: WHAT KIND OF FOAL AM 1?7

. Breed Count on Willelrnwto Feud and name the foal Willem da Foe.

" Breed Alannan to Temperence Time and name the foal Al-Anon.

. Breed Always Believe to Gone North and name the foal Gullible’s Travels.

- Schopenhauer. We hear from Mike only once
a year, around Kentucky Derby time, when he
supplies us with the names of all the horses

This Week’s Contest was proposed, asiit is
proposed every year, by Mike#Mikey the
ToutHlammerof‘Herndon, who appears to
have only one interest in life, and it is not

qualifying for the Triple Crown races and

suggests we mate any two and come up with

Breed Good Geezer to Light Fingered and name the foal Strum Thurl.n.ond.'
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appropriate names for their foals. Maximum
18 letters and spaces. As always, you may
ignore the genders of the horses, if—like
Mike—you happen to know them. The full list
of horses appears elsewhere on this page.
First-prize winner gets another fine pewter
plate from the Baltimore mayoral '
administration of William Donald Schaefer. .

First runnér-up gets the tacky but estimable Style Invitational Loser Pen. Other runners-up receive the coveted
Style Invitational Loser T-shirt. Honorable mentions get the mildly sought-after Style Invitational bumper sticker.
Winners will be selected on the basis of humor and originality. Mail your entries to the Style Invitational, Week

171 320, &/0 THe Washington Post, T150 15th StoNW, Washington, D.C. 20071; fax themto,202-334-4312;0r

submit them via e-mail to this address: losers@washpost.com. E-mail users: Please indicate the week number in
the “subject” field. Also, please do not append “attachments,” which tend not to be read. Entries must be
received on or before Monday, May 10. Important: Please include your postal address and phone number.
Winners will be announced three weeks from today. Editors reserve the right to alter entries for taste, humor or
appropriateness. No purchase necessary. Today’s Ear No One Reads was written by Dave Zarrow of Herndon.
Employees of The Washington Post and members of their immediate families are not eligible for prizes.

REPORT FROM WEEK 317,

in which we asked you to come up with an idea for a Style Invitational contest that fails
because there will be only one obvious winner. A tough concept. There were some fine
entries, but most stank. Which brings us pretty directly to a digression that will
mercifully consume many column inches of space.

Three weeks ago, we offered as the first prize a 1950s-vintage wooden novelty item in
which a person using an outhouse can alert the next visitor to the condition of the air
within. The item was labeled a “Chick Sales Barometer,” which perplexed us. We asked

for help. You obliged.

We received dozens of explanations, most of them written in little crabbed fountain pen

- ink by persons who once drove Stutz Bearcats and remember Trygve Lie. The letters
chastised us for being damn fool young hooligans without a lick of sense or, heavens (¢
Betsy, a proper education. “Chick Sales” was evidently a misspelling of “Chic Sale,” a
well-known vaudevillian from Huron, S.D. In 1929, Mr. Sale wrote a slender volume that
became a runaway bestseller to the exasperation of serious, starving artists such as, for
example, Mr. William Faulkner. Called “The Specialist,” the book was a mere 26 pages
and purported to be the technological advice of one Lem Putt, a professional builder of
outhouses. “The Specialist” was written in gawrsh-ma’am prose, and contained such
philosophies as: “It’s a mighty sight better to have a little privy over a big hole than a big
privy over a little hole.” The book fearlessly discussed the virtues of corncobs vs.
catalogues, and why one wants the door to swing inward, so one can keep it open and
catch a breeze yet be able to shut it quickly with a foot if someone comes—as opposed
to opening outward, where one might have to waddle pants-down to grab the door
handle and pull. This was pretty racy stuff, for 1929. More than 2 million copies were
sold. Here is the amazing thing: To two generations of Americans, with this tiny book,
Charles “Chic” Sale managed to make his very name synonymous with poop! He died in
1936, but “The Specialist” lives on; astoundingly, it remains in print. We hereby declare
Chic Sale to be the spiritual forebear of The Style Invitational. At long last, five years
after our profoundest embarrassment, we can finally declare:

This is what God looks like.
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Now we'll get back to Week 317 as soon as we fess up, forthrightly, to a recent error.

Last week's winning entry was misattributed. It should have been credited to Sandra Hull of Arlington.
Contest ideas that failed because there was only one obvious winner:

@ Third Runner-Up: A contest to name a medical practice that specializes in treating only
elephantiasis and elephant man’s disease. Winner: Pachydermatology.

(Dave Garratt, Bowie)

& Second Runner-Up: A contest to come up with an unfortunate real-life name for a line of
women’s clothing. Winner: Sag Harbor. (Sandra Hull, Arlington)

& First Runner-Up: A contest to come up with the name of a computer virus that deletes
only old, useless files. Winner: The Kevorkian Virus. (Kevin Rowan, Washington)
& And the winner of the Chick Sales Barometer: A contest to come up with
an inspirational slogan for Cathy Rigby, the former bulimic who played Peter
Pan on Broadway. Winner: “I won’t throw up, | won’t throw up.” '

(Chuck Smith, Woodbridge)

€ Honorable Mentions:

A contest to propose an even worse name for

Baltimore’s foothall stadium than PSINet
Stadium. Winner: Ravensbruck.
(Elden Carnahan, Laurel)

A contest to come up with a titie for a how-to
manual that doesn’t insult the reader.
Winner: “Ventriloquism for Dummies.”

(Jenathan Paul. Garrett Park)
A contest to come up with a witty response {0

A contest to name a chain of grocery stores
featuring a full-service deli, a bakery and a
brothel. Winner: Shoppers Food Whorehouse.
(Malcolm Visser, Burke)

A contest to come up with a fish dish for a
restaurant on Route 355 in Montgomery
County. Winner: Rockville Pike.

(Elden Carnahan, Laurel)

A contest to come up with a name for a new
movie about a relief pitcher who must come in
when the great, aging starter runs out of gas.
Winner: “Saving Nolan Ryan.”

(Art Grinath, Takoma Park)

A contest to name a sophisticated expose of
corruption in the plumbing industry. Winner:
“Jaccuzzi.” (Jonathan Paul, Garrett Park)

A contest to come up with a new modeling
clay, endorsed by Homer Simpson.
Winner: Doh. (Ralph Kass, Potomac)

someone who says, “Can you give me an
anagram for the word “on”? Answer: “No.”
(Joseph Romm, Washington)

A contest to come up with the best secondary
use of a cigar. Winner: Smoking if.
(Alan Orloff, Herndon)

& Rc_:nkie of the Week:

A contest to come up with an ideal title for a
book on how to be condescending. Winne::
“Even You Can Learn to Be Condescending®”
(Richard Henry, Baltimore)

® And Last:

A contest to come up with an inanely

derivative, self-referential contest. Winner:
A contest to come up with an inanely
derivative, self-referential contest.

(Steve Latourette, Arlington)

Next Week: Hyphen the Terrible 2
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ABSOLUTE HARMONY; ADONIS; ALANNAN;
ALJABR; ALPINE MICKEY: ALWAYS BELIEVE:
ALY'S ALLEY: AMERICAN FIGHTER; AMERICAN
SPIRIT; AMORPHOUS; ANSWER LIVELY: AP-
PROVED BY ME; ARCTIC COUNT; ARISTOTLE; B.
A. PREACHER; BADGE; BALLARD HIGH; BAR-
GAIN: BAYONET: BE VALIANT: BELLICOSE PA-
PA; BELLWETHER; BEN SAW SAN; BERTIE G.;
BEST OF LUCK: BET ME BEST: BIG MOTOR
SCOOTER: BIG RASCAL: BLACK EYE AFFAIR:
BLACK MERCURY; BLACK ROCK DESERT:; BLUE
TUNE; BOLD CALEB; BOODLES; BOOKLE BO;

Triple Crown Qualifiers

BOSTON PARTY; BOUGHT IN DIXIE: BRAVE
GUN: BREATHTAKING VIEW: BREKKE'S HONOR:
BRIGHT VALOUR; BRILLIANT STYLE: BRIL-
LIANTLY: BUCK TROUT: BUCKGLASS; BUGATTT:;
BUSTOPHER JONES: BYDEED

CALEDONIAN COLOURS: CAMINO CIBLO;
CAPABLE SLEW: CAPE CANAVERAL: CAPSIZED:;
CAPTAIN COUNTDOWN: CARTEL: CASANOVA
STAR; CAT THIEF: CAYMAN CAT: CERTAIN:
CHALD BLUFF: CHANGES; CHARISMATIC:
CHARMES; CHEROKEE RUNAWAY: CHIBF MINIS-
TER; CHIEF RED SKY; CIELO'S WAY: CLIQUOT:

CLOSE UP; COMEONMOM; COMPANY aPPRcm :
AL; CONNIE'S MAGIC; COUNT ON WILLEM; .

COUNTRY DEED; CROWNING STORM; GRUISIN':.
DIXIE; CRYPTODIPLOMACY; DACHA NIGHTS; .
DAN'S REPORT; DANCING ARROW; nim’z]G

COMMANDER; DARLEY MAN; DAVEY'S CUT:
LASS; DAVID; DAWN FLIES BY; DAYTIME RGB- )
BERY; DEEP GOLD; DEPARTURE; DEPUTY FLAG; .
DESERT; DESERT DEMON; DESERT HERO;DMV-,

See HORSES, F3, Col. I

HORSES, From F2

IL’S  JUDGE; DIGGIT; DIGITAL MAN; DOMINA-
TION; ‘DONERAILE COURT; DRAMA CRITIC;
DRAUPNER; EAGLETON; ECTON PARK; EL TEM-
PRANILLO; EPIC HONOR; ETBAUER; EWER ALL
WET; EXCELLENT MEETING; EXILED GROOM;
EXIST; EXPLOIT

 FAIR AND LIVELY; FANTASTIC FINISH; FES-
TIVE BID; FEUD; FIGHTING FALCON; FINAL LAP;
FINAL PAYMENT; FINDER’S GOLD; FIRST AMER-
ICAN; FIRST BITE; FIVE STAR DAY; FLASH LARU;

FLYING COLOURS; FLYING GRIFFONI, FOREST
DEPUTY; FORESTRY; FORT LA ROCA; FOUR AND

OUT;. FRANKLY TEE RIFFIC; FREESPOOL;
FRENCH ENVOY: FUTURAL: GADASKY; GATE.
WOOD; GENERAL CHALLENGE; GEORGIA
CROWN; GHOST STORY; GO UNION GO; GOAL
FOR ADAM; GOLD MARKET; GOLDEN OLDIE;
GONE FISHIN; GONE NORTH; GOOD GEEZER;
GORJEADOR; GRIGRL; GRITS'N HARD TOAST;
GUN PLAY; GURU; GYPSIESINTHEPALACE;

| HALO ROMEQ; HARRY'S HALO; HAUS OF
DEHERE; HE'S MY BUCKAROO; HIGH NOON
MEETING; HIGH WIRE ACT; HIGHEST PEAK;
HONEST LADY; HONNEUR SYSTEM; HOPE FOR
SQUL; HOYLE; HUMMING; IMPERIAL CREST;
IVPORTATION; IMPRESSIVE GRADES; INALLP-

R{PBABH ITY; ISAYPETE; JAB; JOHNNY DOLLAR;

K ONE KING; KARLY’S HARLEY; KETTLE WON;
KEY TO SUCCESS; KEYLAKE; KID KAPOW; KILL-
ER JOE; KING CRAFTY; KING OF SCAT; KING OF
THE HUNT; KING'S CROWN; KING'S HONOR;
KIPLING; KIRBY; KRISTG"ML KUTSA; KYD DY-
NAMITE, °

| LA WAR; LAGARDERE; LAPS N'BOUNDS; LAR-
AMIE'S DEPUTY; LAVERY; LE BEAUCET; LEAD
EM HOME; LEGAL STREET; LEMON DROP KID;

'LETHAL INSTRUMENT: LEXINGTON

- TWINING; PRINCE OF THE WILD;

PARK;
LIGHT FINGERED; LIGHTHOUSE; LION HEART-
ED; LORD'S TRIUMPH; LUCKY ROBERTO; LUFTI-
KUS; LUNAR SHADOW; MACALLAN; MACAVITY;
MAKE YOUR MARK; MAN OF THE SEA; MARK'S
GREEN COAT; MARKARIAN; MARLEY VALE;
MARSHALL PLAN; MAYBE SPECIAL; MCBUCK;
MCKENDREE; MEDIEVIL HERQ; MENIFEE; MER-
HY; MI SIERRA; MICMAN; MIDDLEWORTH BAY;
MIGWAKI; MILLIONS; MOISEYEV; MOM MOM'S
BOY; MOON OVER PROSPECT; MORNING
STORM; MOUNTAIN RANGE; MR. BROAD
BLADE: MR. COX'S DIABLO; MR. KATOWICE; MR.

' STEVE; MULA GULA; MUNNINGS: MUS-IF

NADIA’S SLEW; NATIONAL SAINT; NIGHT
BEAT; NONE OF THE ABOVE; NOTEASYBEIN-
GREEN; NUNC PRO TUNC; O'REY FANTASMA;
OH WHAT A WINDFALL; OLYMPIC JOURNEY;
ONE LAST TRICK: OPPORTUNE; ORGANIZED;
OROS; ORVALD; OUT OF THE CRISIS; OUTRIGHT
GENIUS; OUTSTANDING HERO; OZ THE AL-

MIGHTY; PAJARQO CANTOR; PAPA’S BULL; PA- .

TIENCE GAME; PERFECT SCORE; PERSHING:
PERSONAL INFLUENCE: PERSONAL PARADE:
PETE'S REVENGE: PETTIT'S QUEST: PHABU-
LOUS HENRY; PHILABUSTER; PIN STRIPE; PINE
RIDGE ROAD; PINEAFF; PLEASANT PRINCE;
PLEASURE CALLER; POIROT:; POLISH PIANIST;
POLITICAL FOLLY: PORT BAYOU: PRADO'S
LANDING: PRECIOSA V.. PRIMARY ACTION;
PRIME DIRECTIVE: PRIME TIMBER; PRINCE
PRIVATE
LEON: PROSPECTOR JOHN:; PROVING BOUND;
PUBLIC FIGURE; PULLING PUNCHES

'QUAINT NOTION; QUAKER RIDGE; QUMRAN;
R C INDY GO:; RAIRE STANDARD; RED MERGAN-
SER: RED STAR ROSE: REGAL DOM: REPARA-
TIONS; RESOLUTELY: ROYAL HERO; RUM TUM
TIGER; RUNNING HOPLITE; SADLER SLEW; SAG-

THUN; SAILOR’S WARNING; SAINT'S HONOR;
SAM HUFF; SANTONI; SARATOGA SUMMER;
SASHA’S PROSPECT; SATANISTE; SEA CZAR;
SECRET GREETING; SEKQ; SELECT FEW,; SENOR
F1ZZ; SEPTEMBER DESERT; SERAZZO; SERVE
THE FLAG; SETTING THE STAGE; SEVEN PIP-
ERS; SHINGEN SALOON; SHORT GO; SHOWBOA-
TER; SHUT OUT TIME; SHUT UP N DRIVE; SILK
BROKER; SILVER CHADRA; SILVER MAGIS-
TRATE; SILVER MINES; SILVER SEASON; SILVER-
BULLETDAY; SIMMER; SIOUXPERHEART; SIXTH
MAN; SKIST. MORITZ; SLEW O’ ACES; SNOQUAL-
MIE; SNOWDOUBTABOUTIT; SOME ACTOR;
SOUTHERN ACCENT; STAR SPIRIT; STEPHEN
GOT EVEN; STEPPIN’ LIGHTLY; STONE BRIDGE;
STRAIGHT MAN; SUCCESSFUL APPEAL; SUP-
PORT; SURE MAN; SUWANNEE; SWAMP; SWEEP-
ING NEW DAWN; SYDNEY'S OLYMPICS
TARQUINIUS; TELETABLE; TEMPERENCE
TIME; TEMUIJIN; TEN POUND TEST; TEXAS
GLITTER; THE GROOM IS RED; THROWTHE-
BOOKATEM; THUNDER DRAGON; TIGER RIDGE;
TIGERISH; TIGHTLIES; TIME BANDIT; TORCH
MAJIC; TORIOSO; TORRID SAND; TRAPPER
MEEK; TREASURE COVE; TREASURE . HUNT;
TREASURE ISLAND; UNBRIDLED JET; UNTUTT-
ABLE; VALHOL; VALID REPRIZED; VAN SWEEP-
ER; VICAR; VISION AND VERSE; VOICE OF DESTI-
NY; VOTE YES; WABASH CANNON BALL; WALK
THAT WALK; WASTED; WEALTH OF NATION;

. WEEKEND MONEY; WEST EXPRESS; WHO'SRUN-

NINTHESHOW; WHY SO QUIET; WILLYB. SIL-
VER; WILSON; WONDERTROSS; WOODCARVER;
WORLDLY MANNER; YANKEE DOLLAR; YANKEE
VICTOR; YES IT’S TRUE; ZANETTI



